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Executive Summary  

Executive Summary  
As part of Paceõs Vision 2020 plan to modernize public transportation, Pace identified a 

24-line rapid transit network to enhance mobility and suburb -to -suburb travel options. 

Seven priority routes have been identified for near term development including Milwaukee 

Avenue, Dempster Street, Halsted Street, 95th Street, Cermak Road, Harlem Avenue, and 

Roosevelt Road. Paceõs rapid transit service has been branded as Pulse, with the 

development of the Milwaukee, Dempster and Halsted lines already underway. The 

Milwaukee Pulse Line is now under construction, the Dempster Pulse Line will enter final 

design in 2019, and project definition for the Pulse Halsted Line will soon enter the 

environmental review process. The Pulse 95 t h Street Line will be the fourth branded Pulse 

route, anticipated to enter service in 2024 , provided that project f unding is secured . In 

2015, Pace completed a 95 th Street Corridor Transportation Plan that identified preliminary 

station locations along the corridor and served as the basis for the Project Definition study.  

FIGURE ES 1  PULSE 95TH STREET LINE WITH MAJOR TRANSIT CONNECTIONS 

 

Note: Figure ES 1 reflects the current proposed stations, which vary from the original station set suggested in the 

2015 Plan . 

Source: Pace , PMO 
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As refined through this study and documented in this report, the Pulse 95 t h Street Line is 

defined by the following characteristics:  

< Approximately 12.8 miles in length. 

< 21 station locations are recommended to be evaluated during the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) phase, including two terminals, 18 intermediate 

station pairs, and a potential future station at Harlem, which may be constructed 

should the Harlem Avenue/95th Street interchange be reconfigured. 

< Runs east-west between the CTA Red Line 95th/Dan Ryan Station in the City of 

Chicago on the east and the intersection of 95th Street and 76th Avenue in Hickory 

Hills on the west, then north-south along 76th Avenue to serve the Cook County Fifth 

Municipal District Courthouse (Bridgeview Courthouse) at 76th Avenue and 103rd 

Street in the City of Bridgeview before continuing southwest via 103rd Street, Roberts 

Road, and 107th Street to terminate at Moraine Valley Community College in Palos 

Hills. Alternate routing was also considered between 95th Street and the Bridgeview 

Courthouse. From the intersection of 95th Street and Harlem Avenue in Hickory Hills, 

Pulse would travel north-south on Harlem Avenue and then west along 103rd Street 

to serve the Bridgeview Courthouse at 76th Avenue and 103rd Street. Final routing will 

be determined during the NEPA phase.  

< Connects to the CTA Red Line 95th/Dan Ryan Station, the Metra Rock Island District 

Main Line Vincennes Avenue and Longwood Stations, and the Metra Southwest 

Service Line Oak Lawn Patriot Metra Station in addition to numerous Pace and CTA 

bus services. 

< Significant destinations along the route include Little Company of Mary Hospital, 

Advocate Christ Medical Center, Oak Lawn High School, and Moraine Valley 

Community College. Additional destinations include Chicago Ridge Mall, Evergreen 

Plaza, Evergreen Marketplace and Oak Lawn Shopping Center. 

As Paceõs fourth Pulse line, the 95t h Street service will  improve connectivity and increase 

transit service levels through higher frequencies, trav el time savings, and station amenities.  

The Pulse 95t h Street Line will connect to the Pulse Halsted Line, and eventually to high 

capacity transit service on Harlem and Cicero Avenues.  

Defining the Project  
Pace has undertaken this planning effort to define the features and characteristics of  the 

Pulse 95t h Street Line. This summary describes the results of the analysis regarding station 

locations and amenities, vehicles, technology, operating plans, and cost estimates. This 

Project Definition Report will serve as a reference and resource for Pace, project 
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stakeholders, and the general public regarding the analysis and decisions made during 

the Project Definition phase.  

Project Features and Characteristics  
Infrastructure Improvements  

The Pulse 95t h Street Line service will  operate in mixed traffic, with an off -street eastern 

terminal station at the CTA Red Line 95 t h/Dan Ryan Station in the City of Chicago. The 

western terminal station is proposed at Moraine Valley Community College. Eighteen  

additional intermediate station pairs were evaluated, for a total o f 20 station loc ations. 

Harlem Avenue will be considered for a future station should the Harlem Avenue/95 th Street 

interchange be reconfigured. The Pulse 95 t h Street Line will traverse  bidirectionally east -

west through  the communities of Chicago, Evergreen  Park, Oak Lawn, Chicago Ridge, 

Bridgeview, Hickory Hills, and Palos Hills.  

The majority of the 95 t h Street Line on -street stations will use the typical station design and 

configuration developed for the Pulse Milwaukee and Dempster Lines.  Figure ES 2 illustrates 

the typical station which has a 12 -foot by 60 -foot footprint, featuring a 12 -inch near -level 

boarding platform with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)  accessi ble ramps at both 

ends connecting the station to the surrounding sidewalk network. Smaller, more compact 

stations with a modified feature set will be used where necessary to accommodate 

constrained right -of -way conditions alon g 95 th Street. 

Planned station amenities include the following features (see  Figure ES 3.): 

< Raised platform for near-level boarding, enabling passengers to enter the bus 

without the need to step up. 

< Semi-custom branded shelters. 

< Benches, trash receptacles, and bicycle racks. 

< A vertical marker conveying the Pulse brand and featuring real-time next-bus 

signage and Pulse route information. 

< Infrared heating within the shelter. 

< Electric pavement snow-melt system. 

< Railings along the back of the platform and along the access ramps. 

< Landscaping. 

Other project improvements include curb bulb-outs, crosswalks and queue jumps. 
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FIGURE ES 2  TYPICAL STATION LAYOUT 

 

Source: Pace , PMO 

FIGURE ES 3  TYPICAL STATION LAYOUT RENDERING 

 
Source: Pace , PMO 
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Financial Plan  

A capit al cost estimate was developed to a level of detail appropriate for the Project 

Definition phase. Capital costs consist primarily of those related to station construction and 

vehicle procurement. Based on the cost of the Milwaukee Line, the current average 

station cost is approximately $480,434  (in 2019 dollars) . The estimated total capital cost  for 

station construction is approximately $31.2 million (in 2019 dollars).  The cost of Pulse 

vehicles is approximately $9.6 million (in 2019 dollars). The total capital costs for b oth 

stations and vehicles are estimated at approximately $40.8 million in 2 019 dollars.  

Implemented through a separate project, Transit Signal Priority (TSP) is anticipated to 

improve schedule reliability for the 95th  Street Line. TSP is anticipated to be implemented 

along the 95th  Street Line corridor as a separate project prior to the commencement of 

Pulse service. TSP costs are not included in the capital cost estimate for the 95 th Street Line. 

Pace intends to fund the Pulse 95th  Street Line with local, regional, and federal sources, 

potentially including a federal Congest ion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) grant, a 

Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Innovation, Coordination, and Enhancement (ICE) 

grant, and Federal Transit Administration  (FTA) Section 5307 formula funds.  

Operating Plan  

A preliminary operating plan,  based on running time and ridership analys es, reflects 

implementation of the new Pulse service and corresponding changes to local Route 381 

service. The preliminary operating plan would requ ire 16 Pulse vehicles (13 regular service 

plus three spares). Red ucing the number of intermediate stops enables time savings 

compared to the existing Route 381 while providing improved service to nearly all existing 

riders and improved traffic flow . Approximately  90% of all Route 381 ridership is captured 

within ¼ mile of a Pulse station. The operating plan summarized in Table ES  1. 
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TABLE ES  1  PRELIMINARY OPERATING PLAN 

 Current Route  381 

(Route 381 to be modified)  

Pulse Modified Local  

Span of Service  

Weekday  5 AM ð 12 AM 5 AM ð 1 AM 5:30 AM ð 10 PM 

Saturday  5:30 AM ð 11 PM 5 AM ð 12 AM 6 AM ð 10 PM 

Sunday  7:30 AM ð 8 PM 6 AM ð 12 AM 7 AM ð 10 PM 

Frequency (weekdays only)  

Peak  20 min  10 min  60 min  

Off-Peak  20 ð 60 min  15 ð 30 min  60 min  

 

Operations and maintenance (O&M) costs are estimated based on  annual  revenue -hours 

of service. For the combined Pulse  and future local service, the estimated annual revenue 

hours of the Pulse 95 th Street Line (via 76 t h Ave)  are 56,536. The estimated annual revenue 

hours of the Pulse 95 t h Street Line (via Harlem Ave) are 57,436 . This represents a 103% 

increase over the  27,787 annual revenue hours via 76 th Avenue, and a 106% increase over 

the 27,787 annual revenue hours via Harlem Avenue. Pulse 95 t h Street Line and the 

modified Route 381 O& M costs results show that the introduction of  Pulse service adds 

between $2.9 and $3.0 million in 2019 dollars . 

 

Ridership  

The ridership forecast for the Pulse 95th  Street Line project was  developed using the Federal 

Transit Administrationõs Simplified Trips-on -Project Software (STOPS) model. The model 

incorporate s the proposed baseline operating plan, including any proposed service 

changes on Route 381, as well as demographic and trip data . STOPS model inputs include 

Census Transportation Planning Products (CTPP ) Journey to  Work Data , Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO) travel time skims (i.e. highway travel times), MPO 

demographic data, ridership data, and General Transit Feed Specifi cation (GTFS) transit 

data. The STOPS model forecasts 4,288 weekday trips combined on the Pulse 95 t h Street 

Line and Route 381, compared to the 3,513 existing weekday trips on Route 381 .  
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Stakeholder Involvement Process  

Throughout the Project Definition  phase, stakeholder involvement activities for the Pulse 

95th  Street Line focus ed  on coordination with government agencies at the local, state, 

and federal level as well as local agencies  and institutions . A Corridor Advisory Group  

(CAG ) was  established an d consisted of representatives from municipalities, agencies, 

hospitals and schools . Two CAG  meetings were  held during the Project Definition phase . 

The first was held in December 2018 and was attended by 22 stakeholders. D uring the  

CAG, the project team introduced the project and asked for feedback on the Purpose 

and Need, project features and be nefits as well as general station locations. At the second 

CAG , held in May 2019 , 20 stakeholders attended and the team presented the refin ed 

station location s, sites and layouts, preliminary operating plan, and project capital costs. 

Stakeholder provided feedback on site selections and station layouts.  

As the Project Definition phase concludes and the project advances into the 

environmental phase, stakeholder involvement and outreach efforts will be a priority as 

the NEPA documentation is prepared. Coordination with communities, government 

officials, public agencies, and individual interest grou ps will continue, and emphasis will be 

placed on  public involvement and broad community outreach. Guided by established 

plans, Pace will connect with its customers, the general public, affected property owners, 

and business groups through outreach activities including a project website, project 

newslett ers, public meetings, and one -on -one Stakeholder meetings.  

Next Steps  
The Pulse 95th Street Line project is expected to enter the federally mandated NEPA 

review process  in 2020.  
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1 Introduction  
 
FIGURE 1.1  95TH STREET LINE CORRIDOR 

 
Source: Pace, PMO   

 
Pulse 95th Street Line is defined by the following characteristics:  
 

< Approximately 12.8 miles in length. 

< 21 station locations are recommended for evaluation during the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) phase, including two terminals, 18 intermediate 

station pairs, and a potential future station at Harlem. An additional station may be 

constructed at Harlem Avenue should the Harlem Avenue/95th Street interchange 

be reconfigured1. 

< Runs east-west between the CTA Red Line 95th/Dan Ryan Station in the City of 

Chicago on the east and the intersection of 95th Street and 76th Avenue in Hickory 

                                              

 

1 Station siting at this location is dependent on an Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) 

Interchange Design Study (IDS) plan, which would result in the restructuring of the full clov erleaf 

interchange at this location.  
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Hills on the west, then north-south along 76th Avenue to serve the Cook County Fifth 

Municipal District Courthouse (Bridgeview Courthouse) at 76th Avenue and 103rd 

Street in the City of Bridgeview before continuing southwest via 103rd Street, Roberts 

Road, and 107th Street to terminate at Moraine Valley Community College (MVCC) 

in Palos Hills. Alternate routing is also being considered between 95th Street and the 

Bridgeview Courthouse. From the intersection of 95th Street and Harlem Avenue in 

Hickory Hills, Pulse would travel north-south on Harlem Avenue and then west along 

103rd Street to serve the Bridgeview Courthouse at 76th Avenue and 103rd Street. Final 

routing will be determined during the NEPA phase.  

< Connects to the CTA Red Line 95th/Dan Ryan Station, the Metra Rock Island District 

95th St.-Longwood and 95th St.-Beverly Hills stations, and the Metra Southwest Service 

Oak Lawn Patriot Station in addition to numerous Pace and CTA bus services. 

< Significant destinations along the route include Little Company of Mary Hospital, 

Advocate Christ Medical Center, Oak Lawn High School and Moraine Valley 

Community College. Additional destinations include Chicago Ridge Mall, Evergreen 

Plaza, Evergreen Marketplace and Oak Lawn Shopping Center. 

1.1  Defining the Project  
Pace is undertaki ng a planning effort to define the features and characteristics of the Pulse 

95t h Street Line. This report describes preliminary assumptions , station locations , and station 

amenities; the development of the station designs, vehicle specifications, and tech nology 

requirements; the application of brand elements; the operating plan; and cost estimates. 

At the conclusion of this planning effort, the Project Definition Report will serve as a 

reference and  resource for Pace, project stakeholders, and the general public.  

1.2 95th Street Line Project Goals  
The following goals have been identified for the Pulse 95 th Street Line: 

< Encourage suburban transit usage through the establishment of a network of 

higher-quality line-haul routes; 

< Improve the visibility and perception of suburban bus transit service;  

< Improve access to and efficiency of bus passenger travel; and  

< Connect communities and encourage transportation, land use, and economic 

development objectives identified in the study corridor. 
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1.3 Organization of this Plan Document  
The following sections of this Project Definition Report are generally organized around the 

six elements of bus rapid transit (BRT) that distinguish premium bus service: stations, running 

way, vehicles, technolog y, branding,  and the operating plan. 2 The remaining sections 

address the corridor context and existing ridership conditions, stakeholder involvement 

process, NEPA documentation, project delivery, and the next steps needed to advance 

the project. Technical memoranda available under separate cover, as noted throughout 

the report, document technical analyses and findings in more detail. This Project Definition 

Report serves to summarize the relevant conclusions that will inform design and 

engineering in the ne xt phase of the project.  

The following sections present initial assumptions based on past analyses, summarize 

additional analysis, and document confirmed and pending decisions. The general content 

of the sections that follow is described briefly below:  

< Corridor Context: Existing conditions in the corridor are presented, including physical 

infrastructure, land uses, existing and planned transit service, local plans and studies, 

historical resources, and a detailed conditions inventory by subsection. 

< Existing Ridership Analysis: Route 381 ridership from 2000 to 2017 was analyzed to 

examine local route operation in the corridor and inform station location 

development.  

< Stations: General station locations and specific station sites were refined through 

technical analysis, stakeholder involvement, and conceptual design. Functional 

requirements and conceptual layouts for both terminal stations and intermediate 

stations are defined. Station designs are based on design standards for the Pulse 

Milwaukee Line with refinements as needed for the operation of the Pulse 95th Street. 

The functional requirements inform the cost estimates and serve as the basis of 

design for the engineering phase. 

< Running Way: After conducting physical conditions and travel time inventories, a 

strategy for station area roadway treatments was identified, including general right-

of-way requirements, opportunities for curb modifications as well as crosswalk and 

sidewalk improvements. Planned Transit Signal Priority (TSP) improvements are also 

identified as appropriate. 

                                              

 

2 Transportation Research Bo ard. Transit Cooperative Research Program.  Bus Rapid Transit 

Practitioner's Guide  (TCRP Report 118). Transportation Research Board, 2007.  



95th Street Line  

Technical Memorandum  

 
 

Page  | 4  

   
Introduction  

< Running Time Analysis: More detailed analysis of Route 381 operations, including on-

time performance and on-board travel time data, was conducted to inform the 

Preliminary Operating Plan development. 

< Vehicles: Preliminary requirements for Pulse vehicles are documented, reflecting 

specifications used in recent Pulse vehicle purchases that ensure a unique identity.  

< Technology: As the Pace system evolves it is anticipated to add additional 

technologies on the vehicles.  Connected and Autonomous Vehicle (CAV) 

technologies have the potential to provide significant benefits to the Pulse service 

but also pose some unique challenges. The technology recommendations in this 

Project Definition Report focuses on opportunities as well as some of the potential 

impediments. The focus of research and development for both transit and personal 

vehicles has been on CAV technologies. CAV technologies are advancing rapidly. 

Connected Vehicle technologies enable vehicles to communicate with other 

vehicles and road infrastructure such as traffic signals. Automation technologies 

have the capability of performing or assisting with driving tasks.   

Connected Vehicles can exchange data between other vehicles (vehicle-to-

vehicle or V2V), the roadside (vehicle-to-infrastructure, or V2I), and other 

transportation users (vehicle-to-anything, or V2X), using wireless communications. 

Equipment on the vehicles continuously broadcasts data (including location, speed, 

acceleration, heading, and other parameters) to nearby vehicles that can use the 

information to identify and alert a driver to a potential maneuver that may be a 

threat outside of their immediate field of view, such as an upstream vehicle suddenly 

stopping.  Automated vehicle technologies can range from driver assistance 

applications to fully automated systems. The following are some recommendations 

for ways to prepare for and incorporate CAV technologies for the 95th Street Line: 

o Conduct further research and review of Driver Assistance technologies 

such as adaptive cruise control, around vehicle monitoring system, lane 

departure warning, Emergency Brake Assist (EBA), Driver fatigue / 

inattention alert and pedestrian and cyclist detection (i.e. Mobileye 

Shield+). 

o Incorporate these technologies into the next bus specification. 

o Consider developing a demonstration project using aftermarket versions of 

one or more of these technologies possibly in coordination with CTA. 

o Consider piloting CV applications that increase bus and pedestrian safety 

as well as mobility applications such as Dynamic Ridesharing (D-RIDE) and 

Connection Protection (T-CONNECT) possibly in coordination with other 
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regional agencies. The CV technology could be provided through the use 

of aftermarket systems. 

o Engage and coordinate with CTA, the Illinois Tollway and other regional 

stakeholders currently involved with CAV technologies.   

< Preliminary Operating Plan: The Preliminary Operating Plan includes running time 

estimates for Pulse 95th Street Line service and Route 381, an initial baseline service 

plan, and alternative operating plans. The Preliminary Operating Plan informed the 

development of the Operating and Maintenance Cost Estimate included in the 

Financial Plan. The operating plan provides a preliminary schedule that reflects Pulse 

frequency and service span, station locations and fleet requirements, and also 

includes service reallocation recommendations for the overlapping local Route 381. 

< Branding: Based on a branding strategy developed concurrently with the Pulse 

Milwaukee Line, the Pulse 95th Street Line Project Definition report documents the 

continued application of the Pulse brand to Pulse features.  

< NEPA Documentation: The Purpose and Need Statement and Categorical Exclusion 

checklist documentation required to meet NEPA requirements are summarized.  

< Stakeholder Involvement: Outreach and coordination with federal, state, and local 

agencies; municipalities; interest groups; and the general public, are summarized. 

< Financial Plan: Preliminary capital cost estimates are provided for project 

implementation, documenting provisions for stations, technology equipment, 

roadway improvements, property acquisition, vehicles, other station elements, and 

estimated costs of engineering and other professional services. An operations and 

maintenance (O&M) cost estimate for the initial phase of implementation includes 

provisions for vehicle operations, fuel, vehicle maintenance, station maintenance, 

technology elements, fare collection, and allocated general administration costs. 

< Ridership Forecast: A ridership forecast for the initial year of operation was 

developed by applying a forecasting method that pivots from Route 381 ridership, 

reflecting service enhancements planned for the corridor and BRT experience in 

similar corridors elsewhere.  

< Project Delivery: A project schedule provides key elements of the various project 

delivery phases and discusses relevant considerations and recommendations 

regarding intergovernmental agreements. 

< Next Steps: An overview of the next steps required to implement the Pulse 95th Street 

Line and a summary of upcoming project activities are provided. 
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2 Corridor Context   
The following sections  briefly discuss  relevant policies or projects related to infrastructure 

improvements, urban design plans, station area development plans, planned change s in 
transit services, and  land use developments in ea ch community along the planned Pulse 
95t h Street Line.  Studies an d plans relevant  to each community are referenced as 

appropriate in the discussion.  

2.1 Corridor Route Description  
The Pulse 95t h Street Line will operate in mixed traffic, with an eastern terminus station at 

the CTA Red Line 95 t h/Dan Ryan Station in the  City of Chicago , and a western terminus at 
Moraine Valley Community College.  Twenty-one  station locations were evaluated , 
including two terminals, 18 intermediate station pairs, and a potential future station at 

Harlem  and 95 t h  Street . The corridor is 12.8 miles in length and will travel bi -directionally 
east -west through the municipalities of Chicago, Evergreen Park, Oak Lawn, Chicago 

Ridge, Bridgeview, Hickory Hills, and Palos Hills.  

2.2 Land Use Character  
Land use data was obtained from a 2013 geographic information system (GIS) dataset 

compiled by Chicago Metropolitan  Agency for Planning (CMAP)  and was  evaluated at a 

quarter mile buffer from the 95 t h Street Line corridor. The western portion of the corridor, 

between the western terminus at MVCC and Harlem and 103 rd, consists mostly  of 

residential, some commercial, and institutional uses. Land use s near the potential 

alignment along 76 t h, 103rd, and Harlem, consists mainly of industrial, institutional, and 

residential uses. Land uses  along  95t h Street  consists primarily of commercial, residential, 

with some institutional, industrial , and open space. These uses continue east along the 

corridor, approaching the CTA Red Line 95 t h Street Station/Dan Ryan Station  terminus. 

Figure 2.1 shows the corridor, station locations, and land use within a quarter mile of  the 

corridor.
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Source :  Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (C MAP) Land Use 2013

FIGURE 2.1  LAND USE ALONG THE 95TH STREET LINE CORRIDOR 
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2.3 Existing & Planned Transit Service  
2.3.1 Pace Suburban Bus  

Pace Route 381 operat es along the 95 t h Street Line corridor  between MVCC in Palos Hills 

and the CTA Red Line  95th/Dan Ryan Station in Chicago. Other Pace route  connections  

include Route 349 near  Western Avenue and 95 t h  Street , Routes  352 and 359  near  Halsted 

Street and 95 t h Street, and Routes 385 and 386 that run north and south through 95 th Street 

on the western end of the corridor . Existing Pace Routes 353, 382, 383, 384, 395 and 895  

and the future Pulse Halsted Line, Pulse Cicero Line, and Pulse Harlem Line will also serve 

the area along and near the 95 th Street corridor.  

2.3.2 Chicago Transportation Authority (CTA)  

The 95t h Street Line wil l connect to the CTA òLó heavy rail system at the CTA Red Line 

95t h/Dan Ryan Station at the eastern terminus of the corridor , as well as other CTA routes . 

Other transfers at this station include N5, N9, 29, 34, 95, 100, 103, 105, 106, 108, 111, 112, and 

119. CTA routes  that connect throughout the corridor  include Route  112 at Vincennes and 

95t h Street , express bus Routes 9/X9  at Ashland and 95 t h Street , Route 52A at Kedzie and 

95t h Street , Route 53A at Pulaski and 95 th Street, Route 95 at Western and 95 th Street, Routes 

8A and 108 at Halsted and 95 th Street. 

2.3.3 Metra  

The 95t h Street Line will connect to the Metra Rock Island District Service  (RI) at the 

Vincennes (Longwood Metra) station and the Wood (Beverly Hills Metra) station. This line 

travels between downtown Chicago and Joliet, IL . The 95t h Street Line will also connect to 

the Metra Southwest Service (SWS) at the Oak Lawn Patriot Metra station. This line travels 

between downtown Chicago and Manhattan, I llinois.  

2.4 Local and Regional Plans  
As Pace began outreach activities with local communitie s and transportation agencies, 

local and regional plans affecting the 95 t h Street Line corridor were researched and 

documented in the Community Plan Review technical memorandum. Most communities 

have comprehensive plans that address housing, transportation , land use, economic 

development, public facilities, recreation, and other issues of local concern. Many 

communities include multi -modal, transit -oriented development, and urban design plans 

in the comprehensive plan or have separate plans addressing these  topics.  

As the 95th Street Line project advances towards implementation, Pace will continue to 

coordinate with local communities on planning activities along the 95th Street Line 

corridor. In addition to coordinating, Pace will pay close attention to the  following projects:  
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< Proposed redevelopment project at the southwest corner of 95th Street and Pulaski 

Road.  

< Future development activity along the south side of 95th Street between California 

Avenue and Fairfield Avenue in Evergreen Park.  

< Potential new transit-oriented development along the east side of Harlem Avenue 

at 103rd Street in Chicago Ridge.  

< Potential changes to the interchange between Harlem Avenue and 95th Street in 

Oak Lawn and Bridgeview 

2.4.1 Regional Transit Plans  

As the 95 t h Street Line project progresses, Pace will need to coordinate with regional 

transportation agencies including the CTA and Metra. In 2018, Pace and CTA jointly 

initiated the South Halsted Bus Corridor Enhancement project, which seeks to implement 

premium tr ansit amenities along South Halsted Street, including the implementation of 

Pulse service along Halsted Street between 95th Street and the Harvey Transit Center. The 

Pulse Halsted Line will intersect with the Pulse 95th Street Line  and will share a terminu s at 

the CTA Red Line 95th/Dan Ryan station. Pace anticipates that the Pulse Halsted Line will 

be implemented before the 95th Street Line. Pace will continue to coordinate with CTA on 

that project and will jointly plan for both the Halsted and 95th Street Lines. 

The CTA is also advancing its plans for the Red Line Extension (RLE) project. This multibillion -

dollar project will entail extending the Red Line beyond its current terminus at 95th Street 

to four new stations at 103rd Street, 111th Street, Michigan  Avenue, and 130th Street. When 

implemented, the RLE project is expected to  substantially alter travel patterns among 

transit users at the CTA Red Line 95 th Street Station/ Dan Ryan Station, where currently more 

than three quarters of all rail passengers ac cess the station using feeder bus service. Pace 

will continue to actively participate in discussions with CTA over the development of the 

RLE project and potential adjustments to local bus service, including any impacts to 

existing Route 381 service as wel l as future Pulse service on both 95th Street and Pulse 

Halsted Street.  

2.5 Historical Resources  
Documentation of historical resources relative to the 95 t h Street Line was based on data 

from the Historic and Architectural Resources Geographic information System (HARGIS) 3 

                                              

 

3 llinois Historic Preserv ation Agency. Historic Architectural Resources Geographic Information 

System. Retriev ed in Nov ember 2018 from http://gis.hpa.state.il.us/hargis/  

http://gis.hpa.state.il.us/hargis/
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database maintained by the Illinois State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). The HARGIS 

database includes properties, structures, buildin gs, landscapes, or objects of historic 

significance in Illinois that are identified as being listed in the National Register (NR), are 

deemed eligible for the NR, or have been surveyed as a potentially historic or 

architecturally significant property but t heir significance has not yet been confirmed or 

determined. The database is not a comprehensive resource of historic and architecturally 

significant properties, as there may be historic or architecturally significant properties along 

the corridor that are not documented in the database. Additionally, it is noted by the SHPO 

that the data is not guaranteed to be accurate or current, as properties may have 

changed, been demolished or moved since they were added to the database. This 

notwithstanding, HARGIS da ta is a reasonable research and screening tool to identify 

potential historic or architecturally significant properties that may exist along the corridor. 

This information can then be used to inform station site selection as well as the potential 

historic resource impacts that may need to be documented during the environmental 

review phase of the Pulse 95th Street Line project.  

2.5.1 HARGIS Data 

All HARGIS data points that were within the screening area were selected and 

downloaded as a csv database file. Each H ARGIS record included an address, which was 

geocoded to place the historic property relative to the 95 th Street corridor. The geocoding 

process transformed the historic data into spatially referenced points in ArcGIS, which were 

then layered with the corri dor map and station locations . Table  2.1 the  results from this 

process and includes the total number HARGIS records within the screening area, as shown 

in Appendix A . 

TABLE 2.1  HARGIS PROPERTY TYPE 

HARGIS Property Type  Count  

Undetermined  206 

Part of a NR Historic District  506 

Entered in the NR  5 

Determined eligible for the NR  1 

Part of a NR Historic District ð contributing  23 

No Information  1 

Total  742 
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Of the 742 properties and districts, there are five properties that are listed as both òPart of 

a NR Historic Districtó and òPart of a NR Historic District ð contributing.ó  Appendix B  and 

Appendix C  identif y these five properties and their HARGIS referenc e number.  

2.5.2 Historic Districts and Properties  

Based on the HARGIS data, 742  historic properties and four historic districts were identified 

within the HARGIS screening area which encompasses a one -half mile corridor buffer. O f 

the total properties and distri cts within the screening area , depicted in Appendix A , two 

historic districts and 85 historic properties are within a quarter mile of the 95 t h Street Line 

corridor, as summarized in  Table  2.2. 

TABLE 2.2  HARGIS PROPERTY TYPE AND HISTORIC DISTRICTS 

HARGIS Property Type  Count  

Undetermined  19 

Part of a NR Historic District  58 

Entered in the NR  1 

Part of a NR Historic District ð contributing  7 

Total 85 

Of the 85 properties and two historic districts within a quarter mile of the 95 t h Street Line 

corridor, a majority are concentrated on the eastern end of the 95 t h Street corridor in 

Chicago, between the p reliminary Ashland and Western stations, mostly within a quarter 

mile from the preliminary Wood (Beverly Hills Metra) station.  Table  2.3 identifies the nu mber 

of historic properties and/or districts within a quarter mile of the stations, which are shown 

in the station area maps in  Appendix D . All HARGIS properties and districts within a quarter 

mile of the corridor are listed in  Appendix B  and Appendix C .  
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TABLE 2.3  PROPERTIES AND DISTRICTS ALONG 95TH STREET LINE CORRIDOR 

Station Location  Count  

Oak Lawn Patriot Metra  1 

California  1 

Western  2 

Wood (Beverly Hills Metra)  51 Properties  

1 District  

Ashland  4 Properties  
1 District  

Vincennes  2 Properties  

1 District  

 

2.6 Detailed Conditions Inventory  
This section details the existing conditions along the 95th Street Line corridor that may 

affect the design and/or operation of Pulse service. The conditions inventory is organized 

by corridor segment in sections that follow and are summarized in Table 2.4. 

TABLE 2.4  95TH STREET LINE CORRIDOR CONDITIONS INVENTORY SUMMARY 

Segment  95th Street Line Segment  Lane 

Configuration 4 

Average 

Daily 

Traffic5 

On -Street 

Parking  

Sidewalks  

A 95t h  Street : Dan Ryan Expressway 

to Halsted Street  

Four through lanes  23,000 Both sides Both sides 

B 95t h  Street: Halsted Street to 

Ashland Av enue  

Four through lanes  21,600 Both sides Both sides 

C 95t h  Street: Ashland Av enue to 

Western Av enue  

Four through lanes 

east of Leav itt, fiv e 

through lanes West 

of Leav itt  

31,000 South side only 

from Leav itt to 

Western, then 

both sides  

Both sides 

D 95t h  Street: Western Av enue to 

Kedzie Av enue  

Six through lanes, 

center turn lane  

30,900 Partial on both 

sides 

Both sides 

                                              

 

4 Lane Configuration, On -Street Parking, and Sidewalk information was retriev ed from Google 

satellite imagery and Street View in July 2016.  
5 Illinois Department of Transportation. Average Daily Traffic Counts GIS Applicat ion.  Retriev ed in 

May 2019 from http://www.idot.illinois.gov /transportation -system/Network -Ov erv iew/highway -

system/illinois -trav el -statistics  

http://www.idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/Network-Overview/highway-system/illinois-travel-statistics
http://www.idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/Network-Overview/highway-system/illinois-travel-statistics
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Segment  95th Street Line Segment  Lane 

Configuration 4 

Average 

Daily 

Traffic5 

On -Street 

Parking  

Sidewalks  

E 95t h  Street: Kedzie Av enue to 

Pulaski Road  

Six through lanes  38,900 Partial on both 

sides 

Both sides 

F 95t h  Street: Pulaski Road to Cicero 

Av enue  

Six through lanes  38,900 Partial on both 

sides 

Both sides 

G  95t h  Street: Cicero Av enue to 

Central  Av enue  

Six through lanes, 

center turn lane  

35,600 Partial on south 

side 

Both sides 

H 95t h  Street: Central Av enue to 

Ridgeland Av enue  

Six through lanes, 

center turn lane  

41,900 None  Both sides 

I 95t h  Street: Ridgeland Av enue to 

Harlem Av enue  

Six through lanes 

until 69 t h  St, then 

four through lanes  

41,900 None  Both sides until 

69t h  St 

J 95t h  Street: Harlem Av enue to 76 t h  

Av enue  

Four through lanes  41,900 None  None  

K Harlem Av enue: 95 t h  Street to 103 rd 

Street  

Four through lanes, 

center turn lane 

south of 100 t h  Pl, 

grade separated 

at 95 t h  Street  

41,800 None  Both sides south 

of Frontage  

L 76t h  Av enue: 95 t h  Street to 103 rd 

Street  

Four through lanes  10,150 None  None  

M  103rd Street: Harlem Av enue to 76 t h  

Av enue  

Four through lanes, 

center turn lane  

15,100 None  South side only 

until 73 rd Ct then 

both sides  

N 103rd Street: 76 t h  Street to Roberts 

Road  

Four through lanes, 

center turn lane  

15,100 None  South side only 

until 78 t h  Av e 

then both sides  

O  Roberts Road: 103 rd Street to 107 t h  

Street  

Four through lanes, 

center turn lane  

16,100 None  Both sides 

P 107t h  Street: Roberts Road to 

Moraine Valley Community 

College  

Two through lanes  5,650 None  Both sides 

 

2.6.1 95th Street: Dan Ryan Expressway to Halsted Street  (Segment A)  

This segment of the 95 t h Street Line  corridor  is located in the City of Chicago . The station 

locations in this segment include the eastern terminu s at the CTA Red Line 95 t h Street 



95th Street Line  

Technical Memorandum  

 
 

Page  | 14  

   
Corridor Context  

Station/Dan Ryan Station  and Halsted. Existing route connections include Route 381 and 

other Pace routes  as well as CTA rail, CTA bus, and Greyhound intercity buses. Land use 

consists mostly of residential with commercial and institutional uses along the corridor. This 

inc ludes the Woodson Regional Library at the southeast corner of 95 t h Street and Halsted 

Street. Roadway jurisdiction belongs to the State.  The following tables include the direction 

of travel, including the eastbound (EB) and westbound (WB) directions.  

TABLE 2.5  BUS STOPS BETWEEN DAN RYAN EXPRESSWAY AND HALSTED STREET 

Segment  Direction  Average Weekday  

Boardings/Alightings  (2017) 

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

95th/Dan Ryan CTA 

Station  

EB/WB 619.6 485.6 Bus Bay Bus Bay 

95th St & Wentworth 

Av e  

EB/WB 23.5 123.1 Sign JCD Shelter  

95th St & Princeton 

Av e  

EB/WB 14.3 20.5 Sign Sign 

95th St & Eggleston 

Av e  

EB/WB 13.2 40 Sign Sign 

95th St & Normal 

Av e  

EB/WB 17.3 39.3 Sign JCD Shelter  

95th St & Wallace St  EB/WB 17.5 33.6 Sign Sign 

95th St & Union St  EB/WB 8.8 11.7 Sign Sign 

95th St & Halsted St  EB/WB 121.6 176.5 JCD Shelter  JCD Shelter  

 

2.6.2 95th Street: Halsted Street to Ashland Avenue  (Segment B)  

This segment of the corridor is located in the City of Chicago and includes the station 

locations of Halsted, Vincennes (Longwood Metra), and Ashland. Connectin g  routes  

include CTA bus Routes  8A, 112, and 108, Pace bus Routes  352 and 359,  Metra Rock Island 

District commuter rail station,  and the future Pulse Halsted Line . Existing routes along this 

segment also include Pace Routes  381 and 395. Land use in this segment consists primarily 

of residential with commercial and institutional uses  along the corridor. This includes the 

Southpoint Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, and Loomis Primary and CICS Longwood. 

Roadway Jurisdiction belongs to the State.  
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TABLE 2.6  BUS STOPS BETWEEN HALSTED STREET AND ASHLAND AVENUE 

Segment  Direction  Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

95th St & Peoria St  EB/WB 20.9 7 Sign Sign 

95th St & Morgan St  EB/WB 12.1 11.3 Sign Sign 

95th St & Vincennes Av e  EB  48.9 N/A  JCD 

Shelter 

JCD 

Shelter 

95th St & Vincennes Av e (NE) - 

Longwood Metra  

WB N/A  45.7 Sign  

95th St & Racine Av e  EB/WB 22.9 24.9 Sign Sign 

95th St & Throop St  EB/WB 27.1 44.6 Sign Sign 

95th St & Loomis St EB/WB 31.2 33.8 JCD 

Shelter 

JCD 

Shelter 

95th St & Bishop St EB/WB 19.2 12.2 Sign Sign 

95th St & Laflin St  WB N/A  19   Sign 

95th St & Winston Av e  EB  19.2 N/A  Sign  

95th St & Justine St  WB N/A  7.7   Sign 

 

2.6.3 95th Street: Ashland Avenue  to Western Avenue  (Segment C)  

This segment of the corridor is located in City of Chicago and includes the station locations 

of Ashland, Wood (Beverly Hills Metra), and Western. Connecting routes  include the CTA 

bus/express bus Routes  9/9 X near Ashland, the Metra Rock Island District se rvice , and Pace 

Route 349 and CTA bus Route 95 on  Western.  Existing routes  along this segment also include 

Pace Routes 381 and 395.  Land use consists of residential with commercial and institutional 

uses along the corridor. This includes the Chicago Fire Department between Wood Street 

and Beverly Boulevard, the Vanderpoel Elementary Magnet School between Ashland 

Avenue and Wood Street , Ridge Park at the southwest corner of 95 t h Street and Wood 

Street, and the Beverly Branch, Chicago Public Library. Roadway jurisdiction along this 

segment belongs to the State.   
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TABLE 2.7  BUS STOPS BETWEEN ASHLAND AVENUE AND WESTER AVENUE 

Segment  Direction  Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

95th St & Ashland Av e  EB/WB 242.7 239.7 Sign JCD Shelter  

95th St & Vanderpoel 

Av e  

EB/WB 12.6 17.3 JCD Shelter  JCD Shelter  

Bev erly Hills Metra 

(95th St & Wood St)  

EB/WB 32.6 36.9 Sign JCD Shelter  

95th St & Longwood 

Dr 

EB/WB 8.3 4.3 Sign Sign 

95th St & Damen  EB/WB 25 9.3 JCD Shelter  Sign 

95th St & Hoyne Av e  WB N/A  9.3  Sign 

95th St & Leav itt St  EB/WB 15.9 20.4 Sign Sign 

95th St & Oakley Av e  WB N/A  25.5  Sign 

95th St & Claremont 

Av e  

EB  71.7 N/A  Sign  

 

2.6.4 95th Street: Western Avenue to Kedzie Avenue  (Segment D)  

This segment is located in the Village of Evergreen Park and includes the station locations 

of Western, California, and Kedzie. Connecting routes  include Pace Route  349 and CTA 

bus Route 95 near Western, and CTA Route 52A near Kedzie. Existing routes  along  this 

segment also include Pace Routes 381 and 395. Land use consists of residential with major 

commercial and institutional uses along the corridor. These include the Evergreen Plaza 

and the southwest corner of 95 th Street and Western Avenue , and the Litt le Company of 

Mary Hospital at the intersection of 95 th Street and California Avenue. Road way jurisdiction 

belongs to the State.  
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TABLE 2.8  BUS STOPS BETWEEN WESTERN AVENUE AND KEDZIE AVENUE 

Segment  Direction  Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

95th St & Western Av e  EB/WB 115.3 160.9 IC&SC Shelter  Sign 

95th St & Campbell 

Av e  

EB/WB 100.1 88.2 Sign Sign 

2555 W 95th  St EB  38.2 N/A  Sign  

2620 W 95th St WB N/A  49.7   Sign 

2603 W 95th St EB  0.3 N/A   Sign  

95th St & California 

Av e  

EB/WB 51.8 59.9 Sign Sign 

95th St & Francisco 

Av e  

EB/WB 25.4 25.1 Sign Sign 

95th St & Utica Av e  EB/WB 16.1 14.5 Sign Sign 

95th St & Troy Av e  EB/WB 98.2 22.5 Sign Sign 

 

2.6.5 95th Street: Kedzie Avenue to Pulaski Road  (Segment E)  

This segment is located in the Village of Evergreen Park and includes the station locations 

of Kedzie and Pulaski. Connecting routes  include CTA Route 52A along  Ked zie, and CTA 

Route 53A along Pulaski. Existing routes  along this segment also include Pace Routes 381 

and 395.  Land use consists of residential with some commercial and institutional uses. This 

includes the Evergreen Police Department and the Central Junio r High School both at the 

northwest corner of 95 th Street and Kedzie Avenue, and the Most Holy Redeemer School 

before the 95 t h Street and Pulaski Road intersection. Roadway jurisdiction belongs to the 

State.  
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TABLE 2.9  BUS STOPS BETWEEN KEDZIE AVENUE AND PULASKI ROAD 

Segment  Direction  Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

95th St & Kedzie Av e  EB/WB 23.6 117.2 Sign Sign 

95th St & Spaulding 

Av e  

EB/WB 10.8 9.8 Sign Sign 

95th St & Homan Av e  EB/WB 24.3 22.3 Sign Sign 

95th St & St Louis Av e  EB/WB 5.5 7.5 Sign Sign 

95th St & Central Park 

Av e  

EB/WB 8.7 10.2 Sign Sign 

95th St & Lawndale 

Av e  

EB/WB 13.4 16.9 Sign Sign 

95th St & Hamlin Av e  EB/WB 9 11.4 Sign Sign 

95th St & Springfield 

Av e  

EB/WB 9.4 11.2 Sign Sign 

 

2.6.6 95th Street: Pulaski Road to Cicero Avenue  (Segment F)  

This segment is located in the Village of Oak Lawn and includes the station locations of 

Pulaski, Kostner, and Cicero. Connecting routes  include CTA Route 53A near Pulaski . 

Existing routes  along this segment include Pace Routes 381 and 395. Land uses include 

major commercial and institutional uses. The Oak Lawn Shopping Center is located at the 

southwest corner of 95 t h Street and Pulaski Road. The Advocate Christ Medical Center is 

located at 95 t h Street and Kostner Avenue. The Green Oak Shopping Center  is another 

major commercial attraction at the southeast corner of 95 t h Street and Cicero Avenue . 

There is also the Central Park and Pool north of the corridor, between Kostner Avenue and 

Cicero Avenue . Roadway jurisdiction belongs to the State.   
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TABLE 2.10  BUS STOPS BETWEEN PULASKI ROAD AND CICERO AVENUE 

Segment  Direction  Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

95th St & Pulaski Rd EB/WB 172.8 178.7 IC&SC Shelter Sign 

4060 W 95th St WB N/A  22   Sign 

4101 W 95th St EB  17.4 N/A  Sign  

95th St & Keeler Av e  EB/WB 46.7 37 Sign  

95th St & Kildare Av e  EB/WB 13.4 14.2 Sign Sign 

95th St & Kostner Av e  EB/WB 71.8 92.7 IC&SC Shelter IC&SC Shelter 

95th St & Kilbourn Av e  EB/WB 25.6 29.5  Sign Sign 

95th St & Kenton Av e  EB/WB 18 13.2 Sign Sign 

95th St & Kilpatrick 

Av e  

WB N/A  43.5   Sign 

95th St & Cicero Av e  EB/WB 128.8 115.7 Sign Sign 

 

2.6.7 95th Street: Cicero Avenue to Central Avenue  (Segment G)  

This segment is located in the Village of Oaklawn and includes the station locations of 

Cicero, Oak Lawn Patriot Metra, and Central. Connecting transit includes the Metra 

SouthWest Service near the Oak L awn Patriot Metra station.  Existing routes  along this 

segment include Pace Routes 381 and 395, as well as Pace Route 383 along Cicero 

Avenue. Major uses along this segment include the Oak Lawn Public Library and the Oak 

Lawn Village Hall and Police Departm ent. Roadway jurisdiction belongs to the State.  
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TABLE 2.11  BUS STOPS BETWEEN CICERO AVENUE AND CENTRAL AVENUE 

Segment  Direction  Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

95th St & 49th Av e  EB  10.7 N/A  Sign  

95th St & Brandt Av e  EB/WB 6.7 6.7 Sign Sign 

95th St & Museum Dr  WB N/A  21.7   Sign 

95th St & 51st Av e  EB  17.8 N/A  Sign  

95th St & 52nd Av e  EB/WB 23.8 23.8 Sign Sign 

95th St & Raymond 

Av e  

WB N/A  15.9   Sign 

95th St & 53rd Av e  EB  15.9 N/A  Sign  

95th St & 54th Av e  EB/WB 25.2 24.6 Sign Sign 

95th St & Lawton 

Av e/55th Av e  

EB  1.7 N/A   Sign  

95th St & 55th Av e  WB N/A  1.1   Sign 

95th St & Central Av e  EB/WB 20.6 23.8 Sign Sign 

 

2.6.8 95th Street: Central Venue to Ridgeland Avenue  (Segment H)  

This segment is located in The Village of Oak Lawn and includes the station locations of 

Central, SW Highway, and Ridgeland.  Existing routes include Pace Routes  381 and 395 

running east -west, and Pace Route 382 running north -south along Central Avenue. Major 

uses along this segment include the Oak Lawn Community High School just north of the 

corridor at 95th Street and SW highway. Roadway jurisdiction belongs to the State.  
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TABLE 2.12  BUS STOPS BETWEEN CENTRAL AVENUE AND RIDGELAND AVENUE 

Segment  Direction  

Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

95th St & Major Av e  EB/WB 9.2 12.1 Sign Sign 

95th St & Mansfield 

Av e  EB/WB 18.5 17.7 Sign Sign 

95th St & Southwest 

Hwy WB N/A  60.4   Sign 

95th St & Austin Av e  EB  63.4 N/A   Sign  

95th St & McVicker 

Av e  WB N/A  35   Sign 

95th St & Meade Av e  EB  27.7 N/A  Sign  

95th St & Melv ina Av e  EB/WB 19.7 14.4 Sign Sign 

95th St & Merton Av e  EB  9.9 N/A  Sign  

95th St & Mobile Av e  WB N/A  26.5   Sign 

95th St & Ridgeland 

Av e  EB/WB 47.6 143.5 Sign Sign 

 

2.6.9 95th Street: Ridgeland Avenue to Harlem Avenue  (Segment I)  

This segment is located in the Village of Chicago Ridge and the Village of Oak Lawn. It 

also includes the station locations of Ridgeland and the potential future station of Harlem . 

Existing routes  along this segment include Pace Routes 381 and  395. Major uses include the 

Chicago Ridge Mall at the southwest corner of 95th Street and Ridgeland Avenue, the 

Oak Lawn Park District located north of the corridor and west of  Ridgeland Avenue . 

Roadway jurisdiction belongs to the State.  
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TABLE 2.13  BUS STOPS BETWEEN RIDGELAND AVENUE AND HARLEM AVENUE 

Segment  Direction  

Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

Chicago Ridge Mall (6500 W 95th St)  EB/WB 142.1 43.7 

IC&SC 

Shelter Sign 

95th St & Nashv ille Av e  EB/WB 11.6 7.7 Sign Sign 

95th St & Normandy Av e  EB/WB 4.7 5.7 Sign Sign 

95th St & Oak Park Av e  EB/WB 12.5 24.5 Sign Sign 

95th St & New England Av e/69th Av e  EB  11.7 N/A  Sign Sign 

95th St & 69th Av e  WB N/A  6   Sign 

 

2.6.10 95th Street: Harlem Avenue to 76 th Avenue  (Segment J)  

This segment is located in the Village of Bridgeview and the City of Hickory Hills. Station 

locations along this segment include the potential future station of Harlem as well as 76th . 

Existing routes  along this segment include Pace Route 381. Land use in this area consists 

primarily of commercial, institutional, and some residential and office. Roadway jurisdiction 

along this segment belongs to the Sta te.  There are Route 381 stops along this segment.  

2.6.11 Harlem Avenue: 95 th Street to 103 rd  Street (Segment K)  

This segment is located in The Village of Bridgeview, The Village of Oak Lawn, and the 

Village of Chicago Ridge. Station locations located along this segment include the 

potential future station of Harlem as well as Harlem/103rd. Land use consists of residential 

and manufacturing just south of 95th Street and Harlem Avenue, and mainly commercial 

north of Harlem Avenue and 103rd Street. Roadway jurisdict ion belongs to the State.  There 

are no stops along this segment.  

2.6.12 76th  Avenue: 95 th Street to 103 rd  Street (Segment L)  

This segment is located in the City of Hickory Hills and the Village of Bridgeview. It includes 

the station locations of 76th and Bridge view Courthouse. Existing routes  along this segment 

include Pace Routes 381 and 386. The major use along this segment includes the 

Bridgeview Courthouse directly west of 76th Avenue. There is also the United States Postal 

Service located east of 76th. Road way jurisdiction belongs to the Village of Bridgeview.  
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TABLE 2.14  BUS STOPS ALONG 76TH AVENUE BETWEEN 95TH STREET AND 103RD STREET 

Segment  Direction  

Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

76th Av e & 95th St  EB/WB 37.5 40.7 IC&SC Shelter Sign 

76th Av e & 100th Pl  EB  2.7 N/A  Sign  

Fifth District Courthouse 

(10220 S 76th Av e)  EB/WB 67.4 60.4 IC&SC Shelter IC&SC Shelter 

 

2.6.13 103rd  Street: Harlem Avenue to 76 th Avenue  (Segment M)  

This segment is located in the Village of Bridgeview and the City of Palos Hills.  The station 

locations along this segment include Harlem/103rd and Bridgeview Courthouse.  Existing 

routes  include Pace Routes 381 and 386.  Land uses along this segment consists primarily of 

residential with some commercial uses near 103rd Street and Harlem Avenue. Roadway 

jurisdiction belongs to the State. There are no Route 381 stops along this segment.  

2.6.14 103rd  Street: 76th Street to Roberts Road  (Segment N)  

This segment is located in the City of Palos Hills  and the Village of Bridgeview. Station 

locations along this segment include Bridgeview Courthouse and Roberts/104th . Existing 

routes  include Pace Route 381.  Land use consists primarily of residential with commercial 

uses near 103rd Street and Roberts Road. The Bridgeview Courthouse is located northwest 

of 103rd Street and 76th Street. The Sorrick Elementary School is also located south along 

103rd Street between 76th Street and  Roberts Road. Roadway jurisdiction belongs to the 

County.  

TABLE 2.15  BUS STOPS ALONG 103RD STREET BETWEEN 76TH AND ROBERTS 

Segment  Direction  Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

103rd St & 78th Av e  EB/WB 0.9 0.7 Sign Sign 
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2.6.15 Roberts Road: 103 rd  Street to 107 th Street (Segment O)  

This segment  is located in the City of Palos Hills and includes the station location of 

Roberts/104th. Existing bus routes  includes Pace Route 381. Land use along this  segment 

consists primarily of commercial and residential uses as well as some institutional uses. These 

include the Palos Hills City Administration, Palos Hills Healthcare, and the North Palos Fire 

Protection. Jurisdiction along Roberts Road belongs to the County.   

TABLE 2.16  BUS STOPS ALONG ROBERTS ROAD BETWEEN 103RD STREET AND 107TH STREET 

Segment  Direction  Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

Roberts Rd & 103rd St  EB/WB 12.4 12.1 IC&SC Shelter Sign 

Roberts Rd & 105th  St EB/WB 6.8 8 Sign Sign 

Roberts Rd & 107th St  EB/WB 5.9 7.2 Sign Sign 

 

2.6.16 107th Street: Roberts Road to Moraine Valley Community College  

(Segment P)  

This segment is located in the City of Palos Hills and includes the western terminus of the 

95th Street Line Corridor at Moraine Valley Community College.  Connecting Pace routes  

include Route 379, 381, and 385.  

TABLE 2.17  BUS STOPS ALONG 107TH STREET BETWEEN ROBERTS ROAD AND MORAINE VALLEY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Segment  Direction  Average Weekday 

Boardings/Alightings (2017)  

EB                              WB 

 

Treatment  

EB                            WB 

107th St & Christa Ct  EB  0.3 N/A  Sign  

107th St & 81st Av e  WB N/A  0.4   Sign 

107th St & 82nd Av e  WB N/A  0.3   Sign 

107th St & Olympia Circle  EB  1.7 N/A  Sign  

107th St & 83rd Av e  WB N/A  1.8   Sign 
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107th St & Meadow Ln  EB  1.4 N/A  Sign  

107th St & 84th Av e  EB/WB 0.6 1.4 Sign Sign 

107th St & 86th Av e  EB/WB 0.7 0.8 Sign Sign 

Moraine Valley 

Community College  

EB/WB 216.8 211.9 Shelter Shelter 
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3 Existing Ridership Analysis 
Ridership data was analyzed to better understand boarding, alighting, and transfer 

patterns along the 95th Street corridor. This analysis informed the development of the Pulse 

95th Street Line, including the placement of preliminary station locations and routing. 

Analysis of existing ridership also informed Paceõs understanding of how well Pulse service 

would serve current Route 381 riders.  

The Pulse 95th Street Line generally aligns with local Pace Route 381. Route 381 provides 

daily service to several communities along the 95th Street corridor, including Chicago, 

Evergreen Park, Oak Lawn, Chicago Ridge, Bridgeview, Hickory Hills, and Palos Hills. The 

service serves destinations between the CTA Red Line 95th Street Station in Chicago and 

Moraine Valley Community College in Palos Hills, as shown in Figure 3.1. 

FIGURE 3.1  PACE ROUTE 381 MAP 

Source: Pace Suburban Bus  
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Route 381 ridership has declined since its post -recession Peak of more than 4,000 average 

weekday riders in 2014. Several factors may have contributed to this decline, such as the 

2013 CTA Red Line South Reconstruction Project, service coordination with CTA Route 95W, 

the subsequent consolidation of Route 95E and 95W in 2016, and declining CTA Red Line 

Dan Ryan branch ridership trend s. Figure 3.2 represents Route 381 average weekday 

ridership from 2000 to 2017.  

FIGURE 3.2  ROUTE 381 AVERAGE WEEKDAY RIDERSHIP, 2000-2017 

 

Source: RTAMS  

Analysis of Route 381 boardings by hour shows that Route 381 is utilized by riders throughout 

the day with the highest ridership occurring between 1PM and 3PM. This is an atypical 

pattern compared to mo re typical AM/PM Peak commute patterns, as shown in Figure 

3.3. This data demonstrates the higher amount of non -commute trips along the 95th Street 

corridor, including school trips and after -work trips to commercial clusters along the route.  
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FIGURE 3.3  ROUTE 381 -  BOARDINGS BY HOUR 

 

Note: Based on Pace APC data for Oct  2017.   

Source: Pace  

Figure 3.4 shows the locations of transfer activity to or from the Route 381 service. The Pace -

provided data only reflects transfers immediately before boarding Pace Route 381 or 

immediately after alighti ng Pace Route 381 for the month of October 2017. The data 

includes weekday Ventra activity and does not include Metra transfers. Some preliminary 

Pulse 95th Street station locations were aggregated by Pace staff into broader route 

segments.  
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FIGURE 3.4  AVERAGE WEEKDAY TRANSFERS TO/FROM ROUTE 381, OCTOBER 2017 

 

Note: Data represents weekday Ventra transfers immediately before boarding pace Route 381 or 

immediately after alighting pace Route 381 for the month of Oct 2017.  Dataset does not include 

Metra transfers.  

Source: Pace -aggregated Ventra data.   

The data show s more transfer activity on the eastern half of Route 381, specifically within 

the City of Chicago. This transfer activity o ften corresponds with areas of denser 

population and connections to other transit services, including other Pace bus routes, CTA 

bus routes , and CTA rail. The highest transfer activity occurs at the CTA Red Line 95th Street 

Station/Day Ryan station  ð the southern terminus of the CTA Red Line and a connection 

point to several CTA and Pace bus routes . 
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Pace identified select Route 381 bus stops to serve as a basis for the Pulse 95th Street Line 

station locations. Analysis of existing ridership data  helped evaluate the suitability of these 

preliminary station locations and led to the recommendation of additional and alternative 

locations.  

The following tables show the Route 381 stop pairs with the highest total weekday 

boardings (Table 3.1) and weekday alightings (Table 3.2). Stop pairs capture bi -directional 

ridership activity at a given location. This analysis is based on weekday ridership data from 

October 2017.  

Locations with high boarding and alighting activity largely corresponded with the Pace -

identified preliminary station locations. The highest boarding and alighting activity 

occurred at the Pace 95th/Dan Ryan CTA Station stop, where Route 381 terminates and 

connects to the CTA Red Line 95th Street Station Dan Ryan terminal. The bus stop at 

Moraine Valley Community College on the routeõs western terminus also logged high levels 

of boarding and alighting activity. Other notable locations include stops where transfer 

activity occurs (Ashland Avenue; Halsted Street) and areas with commercial activity 

(Western Ave/Campbell Avenue; Chicago Ridg e Mall/Ridgeland Avenue).  

TABLE 3.1  ROUTE 381 TOP 10 STOPS BY WEEKDAY BOARDINGS 

 
Stop Municipality  Weekday Boardings  

1 95th/Dan Ryan CTA Station  Chicago  484 

2 Ashland Av e  Chicago  242 

3 Western Av e/Campbell  Av e  Ev ergreen Park  215 

4 Moraine Valley Community College  Palos Hills 215 

5 Pulaski Rd Oak Lawn  184 

6 Halsted St  Chicago  177 

7 Cicero Av e  Oak Lawn  130 

8 Chicago Ridge Mall  Oak Lawn  126 

9 Wentworth Av e  Chicago  123 

10 Kostner Av e  Oak Lawn  81 
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TABLE 3.2  ROUTE 381 TOP 10 STOPS FOR WEEKDAY ALIGHTINGS 

 
Stop Municipality  Weekday Alightings  

1 95th/Dan Ryan CTA Station  Chicago  621 

2 Western Av e/ Campbell Av e  Ev ergreen Park  250 

3 Ashland Av e  Chicago  241 

4 Moraine Valley Community 

College  

Palos Hills 214 

5 Pulaski Rd Oak Lawn  168 

6 Ridgeland Av e  Chicago Ridge/ Oak Lawn  137 

7 Halsted St  Chicago  121 

8 Cicero Av e  Oak Lawn  115 

9 Kostner Av e  Oak Lawn  84 

10 Troy Av e  Ev ergreen Park  67 

 

A òcapture analysisó was conducted to evaluate how many existing Route 381 riders the 

Pulse 95th Street Line would serve. The capture analysis was based on the refined 

preliminary station locations (summarized further in Chapter 4) along the 76th Avenue 

route variant.  

Boarding and alighting data associated with Route 381 stops was òcapturedó by one-

eighth mile and one -fourth mile buffers around each preliminary Pulse station location. The 

preliminary station locations capture an estimated 90% of Route 381 ridership within a one -

fourth mile buffer, and 73% within a one -eighth mile buffer.  Table 3.3  tabulates ridership by 

preliminary station location.  
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TABLE 3.3  ROUTE 381 RIDERSHIP CAPTURE NEAR PRELIMINARY PULSE STATION LOCATIONS  

Station Location  1/4 Mile Buffer  
Ridership  

1/8 Mile  Buffer 
Ridership  

CTA Red Line 95th St Station  1,252 1,105 

Halsted  387 314 

Vincennes (Longwood Metra)  232 143 

Ashland  627 509 

Wood (Beverly Hills Metra)  612 112 

Western  578 436 

California  250 137 

Kedzie  335 271 

Pulaski 458 383 

Kostner 307 222 

Cicero  330 245 

Oak Lawn Patriot Metra  127 63 

Central  132 69 

SW Highway  223 160 

Ridgeland  455 360 

Harlem [1]  - - 

76th  112 85 

Bridgeview Courthouse  129 60 

Roberts/104th  39 33 

Moraine Valley Community 
College  

430 429 

Harlem/103 rd [2]  N/A  N/A  

Ridership in Merged Buffers [3]  6,400 5,100 
   

Total Route 381 Ridership [4]         Capture as % of Total Ridership  

7,048 90% 73% 

Note: Based on Pace APC data for Oct 2017. Totals were rounded. Source: Pace  
[1] Route 381 data N/A at this location. Future Station siting at this location is dependent on an 

Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) Interchange Design Study (IDS) plan, which would result 

in the restructuring of the f ull cloverleaf interchange at this location.  

[2] Route 381 data N/A at this location (located off Route 381).  

[3] Total does not reflect a sum of the counts above to prevent double counting due to overlapping 
buffers at some locations.  

[4] Ridership includ es boarding and alighting counts.  
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4 Stations 
This section documents the proposed Pulse 95th Street Line station set and furthers station -

related subtasks delivered under the Pulse 95th Street Line Project Definition task order. 

Deliverables for the followin g subtasks were submitted to Pace staff for review between 

November 2018 and January 2019: Station Locations (2.3.3); Typical Station Concepts 

(2.3.6); and Conceptual Station Layouts (2.3.7). This section supports those deliverables 

and documents the Stati on Functional Requirements (2.3.4), Station Area Roadway 

Treatments (2.3.5), and subsequent station -related feedback from Pace staff and project 

stakeholders.  

Figure 4.1 illustrates the preliminary Pulse 95th Street Line with two potential routes  between 

95th Street and 103rd via 76th Avenue or Harlem Avenue. The routing between 95th Street 

and 103rd Street wil l be determined based on supporting improvement plans for the Tri -

State Tollway (I -294) and the Pulse Harlem Line, among other factors. Some station location 

decisions on the west end of the Pulse 95th Street Line are subject to this routing decision.  

FIGURE 4.1  PULSE 95TH STREET LINE 

 
Source: Pace, PMO   
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4.1 Overview  
In April 2015, the Pace 95th Street Corridor Transportation Plan 6  identified a preliminary set 

of station locations 7 along the 95th Street corridor between Western Avenue in 

Chicago/Evergreen Park to LaGrange Road in Palos Township ( Figure 4.2). The PMO used 

this work as a starting point to evaluate the suitability of the preliminary station locations 

and recommend additional or alternative station locations for the Pulse 95th Street Line.  

The PMO based subsequent station location and siting r ecommendations on several 

variables, including a ridership analysis of local Pace Route 381 and connecting transit 

services, multi -modal connection points, existing and future land use patterns, street cross -

sections, field observations, and stakeholder in put. Recommended station locations and 

sites were presented to Pace staff for review in November 2018. Refined station sites were 

provided in December 2018 to inform Paceõs consideration of station sites to be 

developed with station layouts.  

FIGURE 4.2  PRELIMINARY PULSE 95TH STREET LINE STATION LOCATIONS, 2015 PACE 95TH STREET 
CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

 
Source: 2015 Pace 95th Street Corridor Transportation Plan  

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

6 For more information on the 95th Street Corridor Tra nsportation Plan, refer to:  

http://www.pacebus.com/pdf/Initiatives/95th_St_Transportation_Final_Report.pdf  
7 The Plan identified potential Pace Arterial Rapid T ransit (ART) stations along the 95th Street 

corridor. Note that the route analyzed differs from the preliminary Pulse 95 t h  Street Line route. For 

more information, see Appendix B1 . 

http://www.pacebus.com/pdf/Initiatives/95th_St_Transportation_Final_Report.pdf
http://www.pacebus.com/pdf/Initiatives/95th_St_Transportation_Final_Report.pdf
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4.1.1 Station Location Evaluation  

The PMO evaluated 21 station locations. Of that total, 20 station locations were developed 

and are recommended for evaluation during the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) phase. An additional station may be constructed at Harlem Avenue should the 

Harlem Avenue/ 95th Street interchange be  reconfigured. These 20 stations are  included 

in Conceptual Station Improvement Plans in Appendix E . The CTA Red Line 95th/Dan Ryan 

Station is included in the plan set, though a station layout was not necessary at the as there 

are no station improvements planned here; the CTA has assigned a bus bay for Pace 

Route 381 at the renovated CTA Red Line 95th/Dan Ryan Station North Terminal and will 

do the same for the Pulse 95th Street Lin e. Table 4.1 summarizes  the total number of station 

locations and sites 8 identified early in the project definition phase (December 2018), In 

January 2019, after the Corridor Advisory Group he ld in December, sites were eliminated 

based on fatal flaws or operational issues. Table 4.2 summarizes  the station locations by 

their source (either as a Pace or PMO recommendation), and the current 

recommendation for inclusion of the station.  

TABLE 4.1  TOTAL NUMBER OF STATION LOCATIONS AND SITES 

 December 2018 January 2019  

Station Locations  21 20 

Eastbound Sites 46 22 

Westbound Sites 39 19 

Total Station Sites 85 41 

Source: Pace, PMO  

TABLE 4.2  PULSE 95TH STREET LINE STATION LOCATION STATUS SUMMARY 

Station Location Source Recommendation 

CTA Red Line 95 t h /Dan Ryan Station  Pace Concur 

Halsted  Pace Concur 

Vincennes (Longwood Metra)  Pace Concur 

Ashland  Pace Concur 

                                              

 

8 Station òlocationsó refer to the general bi-directional location of a Pulse station proximate to an 

intersection.  Station òsitesó refer to the specific sites where a station platform may be constructed 

at a particular station locatio n. 
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Station Location Source Recommendation 

Wood (Bev erly Hills Metra)  PMO Add New Station 

Western  Pace Concur 

California  Pace Concur 

Kedzie  Pace Concur 

Pulaski Pace Concur 

Kostner Pace Concur 

Cicero  Pace Concur 

Oak Lawn Patriot Metra  Pace Concur 

Central  PMO Add New Station 

SW Highway  Pace Concur 

Ridgeland  Pace Concur 

76t h [1] PMO Potential Station 

Bridgev iew Courthouse  Pace Concur 

Harlem/103 rd [2] Pace Potential Station 

Roberts/104 t h  PMO Add New Station 

Moraine Valley Community College  Pace Concur 

Harlem [3] PMO Potential Future Station 

Note: [1] [2] Two potential routes  via 76th Avenue or Harlem Avenue are being considered for the Pulse 95 th 

Street Line, with final routing yet to be determined. These station locations are subject to this routing decision.  

[3] Potential Station siting dependent on the restructuring of th e Harlem interchange at this location.  

Source: Pace, PMO  

4.1.1.1 Added Stations  

As previously noted, the basis of the original station location set was the 95th Street Corridor 

Transportation Plan. During the course of this project development phase, the following 

station locations were added to the Pulse 95th Street Line. The rationa le for the inclusion of 

the added stations is as follows:  
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< Wood (Beverly Hills Metra): Provides a convenient interagency transfer to the Metra 

Rock Island District service via the 95th Street ð Beverly Hills Metra station. The infill 

station would capture an estimated 112 net new weekday riders.9  

< Central: Provides consistent station spacing between the Oak Lawn Patriot Metra 

and SW Highway station locations. The infill station would capture an estimated 120 

net new weekday riders.10  

< Roberts/104th: Provides consistent station spacing between the Bridgeview 

Courthouse station location and MVCC terminus, serving nearby multi-family 

residential, medical, and institutional uses. The infill station would capture an 

estimated 50 net new weekday riders.11 

4.1.1.2 Potential Stations  

The following station locations were added as Potential Station locations for 

consideration along the Pulse 95 th Street Line, based on the following rationale:  

< 76th: Provides consistent station spacing between the Harlem and Bridgeview 

Courthouse station locations. The infill station would bring Pulse service to the City of 

Hickory Hills and capture an estimated 111 net new weekday riders.12 Station siting 

at this location is dependent on the Pulse 95th Street Line route variant selected. 

< Harlem/103rd: Ultimately, station siting at this location is dependent on the Pulse 

95th Street Line route variant selected. However, the addition of this station would 

provide consistent station spacing between the Harlem and Bridgeview 

Courthouse station locations. An estimated ridership capture is not available as this 

station location is located off the local Pace Route 381 route. This location would 

provide an opportunity for shared Pulse stations associated with the future Pulse 

Harlem Line and I-294 express services. A vacant site located at the southeast 

corner of Harlem Avenue and 103rd Street in Chicago Ridge may provide a 

potential redevelopment opportunity for Pace and the Illinois Tollway for use as a 

bus terminus.  

< Harlem: Provides consistent station spacing between the Ridgeland and 76th 

station locations and would provide an east-west connection to the future Pulse 

Harlem Line. Station siting at this location is dependent on an Illinois Department of 

                                              

 

9 Based on Pace -prov ided weekday Route 381 APC data for October 2017.  
10 Based on Pace -prov ided weekday Route 381 APC data for October 2017.  
11 Based on Pace -prov ided weekday Route 381 APC data for October 2017.  
12 Based on Pace -prov ided weekday Route 381 APC data for October 2017.  
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Transportation (IDOT) Interchange Design Study (IDS) plan, which would result in the 

restructuring of the full cloverleaf interchange at this location.  

4.1.2 Station Site Evaluations  

Station sites were qualitatively evaluated on several facto rs, including: operations; 

constructability; available right -of -way; traffic movements; ridership and passenger 

markets including proximity to high ridership stops, ridership generators, and transfer 

connections; impacts on adjacent properties; pedestrian movement and access; ADA 

implications; current and future land use; local context; stakeholder input; and potential 

impacts on project schedule and cost. Existing Park-and -Ride (PnR) were evaluated as 

well. These factors (detailed below) were considered wh en evaluating each station site 

for potential further development with a station layout and advancement to the NEPA 

screening phase. The qualitative evaluation of individual station sites is documented in  

Section  4.3. 

4.1.2.1 Passenger Comfort and Accessibility  

< Proximity to a signalized intersection or safe protected pedestrian crossing; 

< Sidewalk connections; 

< ADA implications including available space for constructing accessible ramps; 

< Proximity to major trip generators; 

< Proximity to the corresponding station platform in the opposite direction of travel; 

< Proximity to other local bus routes, including the potential for a shared station to serve 

connecting local buses; 

< Connections to proposed Pulse Lines on Halsted Street, Cicero Avenue, and Harlem 

Avenue; and  

< Aesthetic considerations and place-making potential. 

4.1.2.2 Right-of-Way and Property Impacts  
< Sufficient curb length and sufficient right-of-way width for development of a station 

(based on a typical Pulse station requiring contiguous space of approximately 60 

feet in length and 12 feet in width (see Section 4.2.3), although a smaller footprint 

could accommodate constrained sites (see Section 4.2.3)); 

< Cost and schedule impacts associated with modifications, additional features, 

and/or remediation associated with construction at specific sites; 
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< Potential impacts on adjacent property owners, particularly the need to acquire 

land or to relocate or close driveways (these impacts should be minimized unless 

substantially outweighed by other benefits of a particular location); and 

< Future development plans along the corridor. 

4.1.2.3 Operations and Maintenance  

< Transit signal priority (TSP) opportunities, particularly for locations where TSP is 

recommended. Farside stations are preferred for TSP intersections to maximize TSP 

benefits, and also at locations where preliminary analysis did not result in a TSP 

recommendation in order to facilitate future signal priority or other intersection 

treatments; and 

< Traffic movements such as right turn lanes. 

4.1.2.4 Stakeholder Feedback  

< Input received from local communities, agencies, and project partners  

4.2 Station Design  
In 2013 and 2014, the Pulse station functional requirements, features, and layouts were 

established during the project definition phase of the first Pulse corridor, the Pulse 

Milwau kee Line. These were refined through the advanced conceptual design and design 

phases for the Pulse Milwaukee Line and Pulse Dempster Line and provide a foundation 

for the Pulse 95 th Street Line.  

The following sections describe the Pulse station functiona l requirements, including key 

passenger, operational, branding, and naming considerations; primary station feature 

characteristics; and two typical station layout concepts examples.  

4.2.1 Station Functional Requirements  

Station facilities will be the most visib le physical elements associated with Pulse service 

throughout the Pace system. Stations along the 95 t h Street corridor should balance the 

need to express permanence and consistency throughout the Pulse system with a desire 

to accommodate local community co ntext and preferences.  

Station design priorities include providing passenger amenities for comfort and safety, 

operational considerations, and aesthetic and branding considerations that make the 

service attractive, legible, and recognizable. These design p riorities informed the 

development of the station functional requirements and influenced the development of 

appropriate site -specific station solutions. Functional requirements include the following 

key design considerations:  
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4.2.1.1 Passenger Comfort and Safety C onsiderations  

< The Chicago regionõs climate requires that adequate station shelter be provided for 

waiting passengers.  

< Stations shall be fully compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

< Safety shall be a primary consideration in all shelter designs. 

< Nearby driveways may require modified design solutions to ensure that pedestrian-

vehicle conflicts are minimized. 

< Stations shall preserve adequate sight distance and visibility for pedestrians as well 

as cyclists, bus drivers, and other motorists. 

< Stations near bicycle lanes shall be designed to minimize bicycle-pedestrian conflicts 

as well as bus-bicycle conflicts. 

< Stations shall be designed to function as part of the surrounding sidewalk network 

when space or local preferences preclude routing the sidewalk behind the station. 

4.2.1.2 Operational Considerations  

< Local bus routes operating within the corridor shall be accommodated at Pulse 

stations where appropriate. This may include buses operated by Pace and CTA. 

Where Pulse stations are located near, but not concurrent with, existing stops, the 

existing stops may be considered for closure. Stations served by CTA buses may 

require modifications to platform height in order that they may serve both Pace and 

CTA fleet vehicles.  

< Stations shall provide appropriate drainage for rain and snow within the public right-

of-way and shall not direct drainage toward buildings or onto private property. 

< The use of heated pavement for de-icing and the additional power requirements for 

all station heating elements shall be incorporated into preliminary station planning 

and design documents. 

< Station platforms shall be designed for clear, intuitive operational usage. 

< Stations shall be located to preserve bus driver sight distance requirements for 

nearby streets and access drives. 

< Stations and the adjacent roadway shall be laid out to ensure safe operation of the 

bus as it approaches, dwells, and departs the station. 
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< Stations shall be located and designed to minimize the impact to adjacent 

properties, sidewalks, and access drives. 

< Stations shall be designed to facilitate maintenance. Maintenance may include 

shelter repairs, snow removal, and vertical marker upkeep. 

< Pace and/or its contractors shall maintain Pulse stations. Pace may establish local 

community partnerships for the maintenance of some elements, including any 

landscaping.  

4.2.1.3 Branding Considerations  

< Stations shall provide a consistent user experience, 

even if their physical configuration may vary due to 

unique site or service conditions.  

< Vertical markers that are separate from the shelter 

structure shall serve as the primary visual expression 

of the Pulse brand, with near-level boarding 

platforms as another key distinguishing feature. 

< Branding elements shall be applied to the vertical 

marker (illustrated in Figure 4.3). 

< Opportunities have been identified to customize 

selected station features to express local community 

character while preserving the distinct Pulse brand. 

More details regarding community expression and 

cost sharing are provided in the Station Feature Set 

subsection.  

< The Pulse Station Naming Guidelines were 

developed in November 2015 to establish 

consistency throughout the Pulse program and 

finalize the Pulse Milwaukee Line station names. 

These standards will also be used for the Pulse 95th 

Street Line. Station names for each station shall be 

incorporated into the shelter design to enhance each stationõs identity as part of 

the rapid transit line. 

4.2.2 Station Feature Set  

The station feature set was established during the Pulse Milwaukee Line Project Definition 

based on Paceõs design priorities and typical station functional requirements. The features 

FIGURE 4.3                   

VERTICAL MARKER WITH BRANDING 
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de picted in Figure 4.4 and  described below were refined during the design of the Pulse 

Milwaukee Line and have been incorporated into the Pulse 95th Street Line station layout 

concepts. Portions of these station feat ures can be customized by local communities to 

reflect local community character and context 13. 

FIGURE 4.4  TYPICAL PULSE STATION AND FEATURE SET 

 
Source: Pace, PMO  

The following features shall be incorporated into the Pulse 95 th Street Line stations:  

4.2.2.1 Shelters 

< Each station shall include a partially enclosed, fully accessible shelter structure to 

include rear, side, and, when space allows, front panels for weather protection. The 

shelter will be approximately 16 feet long and six feet deep based on the designs 

used for the Pulse Milwaukee line14. The shelter is to be furnished and installed by the 

construction contractor hired by Pace, based on approved design and palette 

options. Some stations may require a modified station shelter, which shall be based 

upon the selected typical Pulse shelter. Figure 4.5 shows the side and front standard 

                                              

 

13 In early 2016, Pace dev eloped guidelines as part of the Pulse Milwaukee Line design to establish 

standards for the customization of some station elements as well as maintenance and cost sharing 

responsibilities associated with customization. These standard s are detailed in the guidance 
document entitled Community Expression Features: Cost  Sharing St rategy and Coordinat ion 

Guidelines . 
14 The original design was based on the Tolar 16õ Ad ôOrionõ shelter.   
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shelter elevations for the shelter designed for use on the Pulse Milwaukee Line and 

throughout the Pulse Program, provided that some modifications to the shelter may 

be warranted in the future. 

FIGURE 4.5  STANDARD SHELTER ELEVATIONS (SIDE AND FRONT) 

 

Source: Pace  

< The front shelter panel shall be etched with the Pulse frit pattern and shall include the 
station name. Rear and approach-side shelter panels will be transparent glass. 
Communities may opt to include a customized rear etched glass panel. The side 

panel toward the departing end of the platform will be a two-sided 

advertising/information panel.  

< All glass shelter panels shall be vandal-resistant and have an anti-graffiti film or 

coating. 

< For cleanliness and comfort, there shall be a gap of approximately two to four inches 
between the shelter walls and the platform surface. A wind skirt may be incorporated 

into the shelter walls to further protect waiting passengers from the elements. 

< Shelters shall have an angular roof made of metal, glass, or other approved 

materials. Shelters shall not have flat or curved roofs. 
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< A wheelchair waiting area, bench, and additional standing waiting area shall be 
accommodated within the shelter. Shelter bench seats shall be flat, have seat 

dividers, and be made of recycled plastic or wood and steel. 

< Shelter interiors shall be wheelchair accessible and ADA-compliant. 

< Shelters shall be illuminated via interior lighting integrated within the structure. The 

lighting shall be sufficient for passenger comfort as well as to illuminate the station 

name on the front panel. 

< Pending local policies, advertising panels on the shelter and the real-time arrival sign 
on the vertical marker shall be positioned to maximize visibility and sight lines at the 

stations.  

< Shelters shall provide overhead infrared heating for passenger comfort in cold 

weather. Durable, tamper-proof activation mechanisms, such as piezoelectric 

buttons, shall be utilized along with theft deterring hardware.  

< Pace shall coordinate with communities to determine if cameras/call boxes are 
desired at the shelters. If desired, Pace can provide pre-wired accommodations but 

shall not pay for installation, nor monitor or maintain any such systems. 

4.2.2.2 Station Platforms and Loading Areas  

< Each station shall include a vertical marker or signage element placed so as to 

indicate to riders and the bus driver the general front-door boarding location. 

< Flag signs for local Pace routes do not need to be provided at Pulse stations. 

Transfer connections to local routes stopping at a Pulse station shall be indicated 

on the vertical marker if applicable. CTA may continue to require flag signs at 

stations where CTA buses will stop; this shall be coordinated with CTA. The typical 

station platform shall provide near-level boarding at a height of 12 inches above 

the roadway surface, which is six inches above a typical adjacent sidewalk, and 

shall be accessed via ADA-compliant pedestrian ramps at a 1:20 slope at either 

end. Alternative pedestrian access options shall be considered on a case-by-case 

basis to accommodate site constraints. The 12-inch high boarding platform shall be 

constructed of concrete over a minimum of four inches of compacted granular 

sub-base. Where stations are also planned to serve CTA fixed routes, the near-level 

boarding height shall be 11 inches above the roadway surface.  

< Standard concrete is assumed for platforms.  

< An electric pavement heating system sufficient for prevention of snow and ice 

buildup shall be embedded in the concrete platform and ramps, thus mitigating 

slip hazards. Snow melt systems elements can be detected prior to any future 

concrete penetrations, and can be repaired if inadvertently damaged. The snow 
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melt system has been designed into the station platforms for the Pulse Milwaukee 

Line. The snow melt system on the Pulse Milwaukee Line shall be continually 

monitored and evaluated for any modifications that may need to be incorporated 

into the installation on the Dempster Line.  

o  The pavement heating systems, as well as the shelter heaters, will be 

significant power draws when in operation (between 200A and 250A). 

Therefore, the local energy utility, ComEd, will need to evaluate the 

impact on the power distribution system along the corridor; coordination 

with ComEd will also be needed to locate a 120/240V power source and 

determine how it will route to the utility meters. This shall be an early 

coordination item during advanced conceptual design.  

< The rear of the platform shall be separated from the surrounding area by pipe 

railing. This standard design will allow for community expression in the form of two 

panels mounted to the railing along the back of the platform. A community may 

customize these infill panels subject to standards established in the Community 

Expression Features: Cost Sharing Strategy and Coordination Guidelines document.  

< Per individual station site plans, concrete curb and gutter shall be removed and 

reconstructed with gutter widths matching existing conditions (either B6.12 or B6.24) 

unless otherwise specified. The height of the barrier curb will slope from the existing 

curb height to the 12-inch high curb.  

< A green detectable warning strip shall be installed at the back of curb along the 

open boarding edge of the raised platform. A segment of warning strip having a 

contrasting color (e.g. white) shall be installed in a location that indicates the front 

door boarding area. Color selections for the detectable warning strip and the 

contrasting segment should match or approximate approved colors of the Pulse 

brand.  

< A bus curb shall be installed along the face of the curb to facilitate near level 

boarding, optimize curb to bus distance for boarding and alighting passengers, 

and to limit damage to the curb, vehicle, and tire.  

< A 60 feet long and at least 10 feet wide concrete bus loading pad shall be installed 

adjacent to each station platform to provide for a consistent platform-to-roadway 

height tolerance at the loading edge of the platform and a durable pavement 

solution for bus operations. Consistent with the design for the Milwaukee Line, the 

design specifications for the bus pad shall be based on CDOT standards, which call 

for 10 inches of concrete pavement over a minimum of eight inches of granular 

sub-base. The concrete pad shall be tied to the existing pavement and curb and 
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gutter with dowel bars, and joint sealer shall be poured along the full perimeter of 

the pad. The bus pad shall extend 10 feet from the gutter, or to the existing 

pavement joint, whichever distance is greater.  

< Figure 4.6 depicts a typical concrete bus loading pad in relation to the platform.  

FIGURE 4.6  PULSE STATION RENDERING WITH TYPICAL CONCRETE BUS PAD EXTENTS 

 

Source: Pace , PMO 

< Station electrical cabinets shall be located adjacent to each station platform in an 

area that is accessible for maintenance purposes. Where possible, the electrical 

cabinet shall be installed at the end of the platform, near the bicycle rack, or behind 

the shelter, facing away from the road. This will avoid obstructing movement on the 

platform and minimize its visual appearance. To the extent possible, the electrical 

cabinets shall be sited to minimize impacts to adjacent properties. The cabinet shall 

be a NEMA 4X enclosure and shall be made of a brushed stainless steel designed for 

exterior installation with extra corrosion resistance to road salt. The cabinets shall be 

rectangular and shall not exceed 60 inches wide by 18 inches deep by 74 inches in 

height. However, the actual size of cabinet may vary and should be minimized to 

the greatest extent possible to reduce potential property impacts. The enclosure 

shall be mounted on a solid concrete foundation.  

< The power and control cabinet shall be equipped with two doors: one side of the 

cabinet shall contain power distribution equipment, while the other side shall be 

designated for various control and communication equipment. The siteõs utility meter 
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shall be installed on the side of the cabinet adjacent to the 120/240V distribution 

panel. The dimensions indicated assume that all planned electrical components will 

be included in the station. If certain components, particularly the shelter heaters 

and/or pavement snow melt system, are excluded, the required size of the electrical 

cabinet may be reduced and/or eliminated provided that the vertical marker is able 

to serve as an electrical cabinet. 

4.2.2.3 Station Furnishings and Amenities  

< Each station shall include a vertical marker, incorporating the Pulse brand and 

informational signage. The vertical marker was designed as part of the Pulse 

Milwaukee Line design contract and has been refined during fabrication. As the 

Pulse 95th Street Line progresses, these updates to the vertical marker will be 

incorporated. The vertical marker shall be designed and bid as a comprehensive 

system with all necessary hardware and software. 

o Sign height ordinances may limit the height of the vertical marker in 

some communities along the Pulse 95 t h Street Line. For this reason, 

design options may be needed,  and the placement of reduced height 

markers shall be considered on an as -needed basis while maximizing 

visibility of the Pulse station.  

o Real -time information signs shall be located within the vertical marker 

and visible from the platform and the street. The signs shall be visible 

from both sides of the marker. The real time information sign system shall 

be designed, detailed, and bid as part of the Pulse 95 t h Street Line  

construction or as part of an integrated technology contract, which is 

to be determined by Pace.  

o In addition to the real -time arrival display, additional signage 

incorporated into the vertical marker shall include a static route map, 

wayfinding signage, and information on connecting CTA and Pace 

routes , if appropriate. All static information shall be easily updated and 

modified, while also being vandal -resistant.  

o To the extent possible, the vertical marker may be designed to 

accommodate electrica l power and control equipment sufficient to 

supply all electrical components at the station, except for those 

needed for the pavement snow melt and shelter heater systems. This 

allows for the separate electrical cabinet to have a more modest size 

to accomm odate the pavement snow melt and shelter heating 

systems. 

< Bicycle storage shall be provided at every station where feasible. Racks shall allow 

for both front and rear wheel attachment, rather than being narrow in configuration. 
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Where space allows, at least one rack, capable of accommodating two bicycles, 

shall be provided at each typical Pulse station. Although a standard bicycle rack will 

be included in the typical Pulse station design, Pace will install a substitution of the 

communityõs choice that meets the design requirements subject to the Community 

Expression Features: Cost Sharing Strategy and Coordination Guidelines. Pace has 

selected the Landscape Forms Bola model as its standard bicycle rack. 

< A metal-body trash receptacle shall be provided at every station. Trash receptacles 

should be of a 30- to 40-gallon capacity and fire resistant. Receptacles shall be 

bolted to the station platform and have a removable liner. Like the bicycle rack, 

Pace will install a substitution trash receptacle at the preference of a local 

community subject to the Community Expression Features: Cost Sharing Strategy and 

Coordination Guidelines. Pace selected the Landscape Forms Steely Can model as 

the standard for Pulse stations.  

< The typical station shall include an 18-inch wide landscaping strip located along the 

back edge of the ramps and the boarding platform where space allows and where 

appropriate based on the surrounding context. The landscaping will be provided 

only if a local partner (e.g. community, ward office, Special Service Area (SSA), 

chamber of commerce, or local business) is willing to maintain it. The landscaping 

shall be irrigated in part via runoff from the shelter roof and shall feature drought-

tolerant plants requiring minimal upkeep. The landscaping shall also serve as a 

community expression option (subject to local commitments for ongoing 

maintenance noted above). The station layouts indicate whether landscaping has 

been included in each station. Landscaping may be widened (or removed) as 

appropriate to fit the available space. Pace shall coordinate with local communities 

to select the planting palette provided that a local partner has agreed to maintain 

it.  

< If local communities desire to provide cameras/call boxes at Pulse stations, they shall 

notify Pace during project development so that appropriate wiring 

accommodations can be provided.  

< Ventra fare vending machines are installed at the CTA Red Line 95th/Dan Ryan 

Station terminal as part of other regional coordination efforts. Tickets are also 

available for purchase via the Ventra smartphone application. Pace is not procuring 

or installing any fare vending machines for the Pulse 95th Street Line. 

4.2.3 Station Layout Concepts  

Station layout concepts were developed and refined through the planning and design o f 

the Pulse Milwaukee Line and Dempster Line. Three station layouts, a òtypicaló layout, a 
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òcompactó layout and an òultra compactó layout, were established and used as the basis 

for the development of site -specific station layouts for the Pulse 95 th Street  Line. 

4.2.3.1 Typical Station Layout  

The typical layout reflects an ideal, preferred station configuration and feature set and 

shall be used in locations where the available right -of -way is not constrained. The typical 

station layout has a footprint of 60 feet in  length by 12 feet in wi dth. Figure 4.7 shows the 

typical station layout in plan view, Figure 4.8 provides a section of the typical  station, and 

Figure 4.4 above shows a rendering of a typical station.  

FIGURE 4.7  TYPICAL STATION LAYOUT 

Source: Pace , PMO 
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FIGURE 4.8 SECTION OF A TYPICAL STATION 

 
Source: Pace , PMO 

 

4.2.3.2 Compact Station Layout  

The compact layout reflects a station configuration to be used in locations where 

available right -of -way  width and/or length are limited at the selected site. The compact 

station layout, with a footprint of 45 feet by 11 feet, differs from the typical station layout in 

the following ways:  

< The raised platform is reduced in length to 33 feet, with access ramps at a 1:12 slope 

at both ends. 

< The bicycle rack is eliminated. 

< The landscape bed is eliminated. 

Figure 4.9 shows the compact station layout and Figure 4.10 shows a rendering of a 

compact station.  
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FIGURE 4.9  COMPACT STATION LAYOUT 

Source: Pace , PMO 

 

FIGURE 4.10  COMPACT STATION LAYOUT RENDERING 

 

Source: Pace , PMO 

4.2.3.3 Ultra Compact Station Layout  

The ultra compact layout reflects a station configuration to be used in locations where 

available right -of -way width and/or length are limit ed at the selected site. The ultra 
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compact station layout, with a footprint of 54.75 feet by 10 feet, differs from the typical 

station layout in the following ways:  

< The platform depth is eight feet, with bollards placed behind the platform in a two-

foot buffer. 

< The shelter structure is anticipated to be shorter (12 feet in length instead of 16 feet), 

with the same depth as the typical station shelter but without a front panel to allow 

adequate space for a bench and wheelchair waiting area. This configuration allows 

for a minimum 60-inch clear width between the platform edge and the shelter.  

< The raised platform is reduced in length to 42.75 feet, with access ramps at a 1:12 

slope at both ends. 

< The landscape bed is eliminated. 

Figure 4.11 shows the compact station layout and Figure 4.12 shows a rendering of a 

compact station.  

FIGURE 4.11  ULTRA COMPACT STATION LAYOUT 

 

Source: Pace , PMO 

 

 

 

 



95th Street Line  

Technical Memorandum  

 
 

Page  | 53  

   
Stations 

FIGURE 4.12  ULTRA COMPACT STATION LAYOUT RENDERING 

 

Source: Pace, PMO  

Along the Pulse 95 t h Street corridor, each of the station sites has varied conditions and 

constraints. Station layouts will be adapted to accommodate unique site characteristics 

and right -of -way constraints while still adhering to the functional requirements 

documented herein . In some cases where multiple local bus routes  are expected to share 

a Pulse station, a larger station may be proposed to accommodate the additional 

vehicular and passenger traffic.  

4.3 Station Locations  
Overall, the PMO evaluated 21 potential station locatio ns and 85 specific station sites. For 

ease of reference, each station site is identified as an alternate and is generally numbered 

according to location and direction of travel (e.g. Halsted Eastbound Alternate 1). During 

the evaluation process, the PMO co nsulted with Pace and conducted outreach activities 

with Pace and project stakeholders to inform the evaluation of station locations and sites. 

Table 4.3 shows each evaluated station location, the origin or source of the station, and 

the status as of March 2019 which indicates whether the station is included in the packet 

of conceptual station layouts in  Appendix E  and recommended for advancement to the 

conceptual design phase.   



95th Street Line  

Technical Memorandum  

 
 

Page  | 54  

   
Stations 

TABLE 4.3 PULSE 95TH STREET LINE STATION LOCATION SUMMARY 

Station Location Source Status (February 2019) 

CTA Red Line 95 th /Dan Ryan Station  Pace Included 

Halsted  Pace Included 

Vincennes (Longw ood Metra)  Pace Included 

Ashland  Pace Included 

Wood (Beverly Hills Metra)  PMO Included 

Western  Pace Included 

California  Pace Included 

Kedzie  Pace Included 

Pulaski Pace Included 

Kostner Pace Included 

Cicero  Pace Included 

Oak Law n Patriot Metra  Pace Included 

Central  PMO Included 

SW Highw ay  Pace Included 

Ridgeland  Pace Included 

76th PMO Included 

Bridgeview Courthouse  Pace Included 

Harlem/103 rd Pace Included 

Roberts/104 th PMO Included 

M VCC  Pace Included 

Harlem  Pace Included 

Source: Pace, PMO    

4.3.1 Station Sites 

The Pulse 95t h Street Line will include 18 pairs of intermediate stations and two terminal 

stations at the CTA Red Line 95th/Dan Ryan Station and Moraine Valley Community 

College (MVCC). The western terminus station will be constructed on the MVCC campus 

adjacent to a dedicated bus lane. The eastern terminus will be co -located within the 

newly constructed CTA Red Line 95 t h/Dan Ryan Station as part of the CTA 95th Terminal 

Improvement Project 15. An assigned bus bay will acco mmodate Pace Route 381and Pulse 

                                              

 

15 For more information, see: https://www.transitchicag o.com/95thTerminal/  
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95t h Street service. Therefore, minimal, if any, capital investments will be needed to support 

Pulse service at the eastern terminus. Intermediate stations serving the Pulse 95 th Street Line 

will typically consist of curbsid e stations serving buses in a mixed traffic lane.  

As noted above , 85 station sites were evaluated using several factors including: 

operations, constructability, available right -of -way, traffic movements, passenger markets, 

transfer connections, impacts on  adjacent properties, passenger convenience, 

pedestrian movements and access, ADA implications, current and future land use, local 

context, community and agency input, potential impacts on project schedule, and the 

potential cost to remediate site issues. For each site evaluated, a determination was made 

as to whether it would be developed with a Conceptual Station Improvement Plan and 

advanced to the environmental review phase. An overview of the number of alternates 

evaluated and their status is summarize d in Table 4.4. 
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TABLE 4.4  STATUS OF STATION SITES EVALUATED 

  
Eastbound 

Alternatives  

 
 Westbound  

Alternatives  
 

Station  1 2 3 4 5    1 2 3 4 5 

CTA Red Line 

95th/Dan Ryan 

Station 

  - - - - -   * - - - - 

Halsted   V - - - -   V - - - - 

Vincennes 

(Longwood Metra) 

  V E - - -   V E E - - 

Ashland   E V - - -   V E - - - 

Wood (Beverly Hills 

Metra) 

  E V E - -   E V - - - 

Western   V E V - -   V E - - - 

California   V E - - -   E V - - - 

Kedzie   V - - - -   V E - - - 

Pulaski   E V - - -   V - - - - 

Kostner   V V - - -   V - - - - 

Cicero   E V E - -   E V - - - 

Oak Lawn Patriot 

Metra 

  V - - - -   E E V - - 

Central   E E V - -   V E - - - 

SW Highway   V - - - -   V - - - - 

Ridgeland   V E - - -   V E - - - 

76th [1]  E V - - -   V E E - - 

Bridgeview 

Courthouse 

  E V E V E   E V V E - 

Harlem/103rd [2]  E E V E E   V E - - - 

Roberts/104th   E V E E -   - - - - - 

Moraine Valley 

Community College 

  E V E - -   - - - - - 

Harlem [3]  * - - - -   * - - - - 

V   Included in Conceptual Station Improvement Plans   

E   Eliminated from consideration; NOT included in Conceptual 

Station Improvement Plans  
 

*   Station w as evaluated but a layout was not required   

Note: [1] [2] Two potential routes  via 76th Avenue or Harlem Avenue are being considered for the Pulse 95 th 

Street Line, with final routing yet to be determined. These station locations are subject to this routing decision.  

[3] Potential Station siting dependent on the restructuring of the Harlem interchange at this location.  

Source: Pace, PMO  
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4.3.2 CTA Red Line 95th/Dan Ryan Station  

Municipality City of Chicago 

Jurisdiction State 

Eastbound Alternatives 0 

Westbound Alternatives 1* 

TSP Possible N/A 

 

FIGURE 4.13  CTA RED LINE 95TH/DAN RYAN STATION 

 

Note: *Due to the nature of operations at the transit center, no infrastructure improvements are planned at this 

station for the Pulse 95 th Street Line. The bus bay assignment for Route 381 is assumed to be the boarding 

location for westbound Pulse service.  

Source: Pace , PMO, CTA Service Planning (received February 2019)   
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TABLE 4.5  CTA RED LINE 95TH/DAN RYAN STATION WESTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1
 

 

¶ Highest ridership location on Pulse 

route 

¶ Assigned bus bay for Route 381 in 

newly renovated CTA terminal 

¶ Minimal, if any, capital 

improvements planned at this 

location  

¶ Dedicated layover location 

¶ Connection to other Pace routes 

¶ Connection to CTA rail, CTA bus, 

and Greyhound intercity bus 

 

¶ Bus bay assignment location 

means Pace òcompetesó with 

the highly visible CTA Route 95 

¶ Bus must circle the North 

Terminal to enter the 95th Street 

corridor for westbound travel 

Note: Other site alternatives limited due to the bus bay assignment.  
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4.3.3 Halsted  

Municipality City of Chicago 

Jurisdiction State 

Eastbound Alternatives 1 

Westbound Alternatives 1 

TSP Possible Unknown 

 

FIGURE 4.14  95TH AND HALSTED ST 

 

Source: Pace, PMO  
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TABLE 4.6  HALSTED EASTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1
 

 

¶ Potential for shared oversized station 

to accommodate other Pace and 

CTA routes 

¶ Near future Pulse Halsted Line 

eastbound station to be located on 

Halsted Street, south of 95th Street 

¶ Near other Pace and CTA bus routes  

¶ Serves Woodson Regional Library 

¶ Farside: potential TSP benefits 

maximized 

¶ Near signalized crossing  

 

¶ Station may block building 

signage and/or right-of-way 

 

TABLE 4.7  HALSTED WESTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1
 

 

¶ Connection to other Pace and 

CTA bus routes  

¶ Serves Woodson Regional Library 

¶ Near signalized crossing  

 

¶ Would require removal of 

JCDecaux shelter  
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4.3.4 Vincennes (Longwood Metra)  

Municipality City of Chicago 

Jurisdiction State 

Eastbound Alternatives 2 

Westbound Alternatives 3 

TSP Possible Unknown 

 

FIGURE 4.15  95TH AND VINCENNES AVE (LONGWOOD METRA) 

 
Source: Pace, PMO  
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TABLE 4.8  VINCENNES (LONGWOOD METRA) EASTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1
 

 

¶ Near M etra Rock Island District 

commuter rail station  

¶ Near CTA Route 112  

¶ Available right -of -w ay for 

standard layout  

¶ Near signalized crossing  

¶ Nearside siting may hinder potential TSP 

implementation  

¶ Would require removal of JCDecaux 

shelter  

¶ Requires riders to cross train tracks and 

intersection to access M etra station  

A
l
t
 
2

 

¶ Near M etra Rock Island commuter 

rail station  

¶ Near CTA Route 112  

¶ Farther from a signalized crossing and 

M etra station  

¶ Requires riders to cross train tracks and 

intersection to access M etra station  

¶ Potential sightline interference  

¶ Would block business frontage  

 

TABLE 4.9  VINCENNES (LONGWOOD METRA) WESTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1
 

 

¶ Near M etra Rock Island District 

commuter rail station  

¶ Near CTA Route 112  

¶ Available right -of -w ay for standard 

layout  

¶ Near signalized crossing   

¶ Farside: potential TSP benefits 

could be max imized  

¶ Would require removal of JCDecaux 

shelter  

¶ Requires riders to cross train tracks and 

intersection to access M etra station  

 

A
l
t
 
2

 

¶ Near M etra Rock Island District 

commuter rail station  

¶ Near CTA Route 112  

¶ Near signalized crossing   

  

¶ Nearside siting may hinder potential TSP 

implementation  

¶ M ay interfere with Chicago 

Department of Water Management 

(CDWM ) Storage Yard drivew ay  

¶ Passengers may use the midblock 

crossing or jayw alk to access M etra  

A
l
t
 
3

 

¶ Near M etra Rock Island District 

commuter rail station  

¶ Near CTA Route 112  

¶ Nearside siting may hinder potential TSP 

implementation  

¶ M ay interfere with CDWM Storage Yard 

drivew ay  

¶ Passengers may use the midblock 

crossing or jayw alk to access M etra  
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4.3.5 Ashland  

Municipality City of Chicago 

Jurisdiction State 

Eastbound Alternatives 2 

Westbound Alternatives 2 

TSP Possible Unknown 

 

FIGURE 4.16  95TH AND ASHLAND AVE 

 

Source: Pace, PMO  
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TABLE 4.10  ASHLAND EASTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

!
ƭ
ǘ
 
м

 

¶ Near signalized crossing  

¶ Near CTA bus/express bus Routes 

9/X9  

¶ High ridership and high transfer 

activity in area  

¶ Farside: potential TSP benefits 

could be max imized  

¶ Partial blockage of Third Baptist Church 

building  

 

!
ƭ
ǘ
 
н
 

 

¶ Near a signalized crossing  

¶ Near CTA bus/express bus Routes 

9/X9  

¶ High ridership and high transfer 

activity in area  

¶ Available right -of -w ay for standard 

layout  

¶ Nearside siting may hinder potential 

TSP implementation  

¶ Pending CDOT coordination, may 

require relocation of red -light cameras  

 

TABLE 4.11  ASHLAND WESTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1

 

¶ Near signalized crossing  

¶ Near CTA bus/express bus 

Routes 9/X9  

¶ High ridership and high transfer 

activity in area  

¶ Farside: potential TSP benefits 

could be max imized  

¶ Available right -of -w ay for 

standard layout  

¶ Close to M ajor Taylor Trail  

¶ Would require removal of JCDecaux 

shelter  

 

A
l
t
 
2
 

 

¶ Near signalized crossing  

¶ Near CTA bus/express bus Routes 

9/X9  

¶ High ridership and high transfer 

activity in area  

¶ Nearside siting may hinder potential 

TSP implementation  

¶ Partially blocks business frontage  
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4.3.6 Wood (Beverly Hills Metra)  

Municipality City of Chicago  

Jurisdiction State 

Eastbound Alternatives 3 

Westbound Alternatives 2 

TSP Possible Unknown 

 

FIGURE 4.17   95TH AND WOOD (BEVERLY HILLS METRA) 

 
Source: Pace, PMO  
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TABLE 4.12  WOOD (BEVERLY HILLS METRA) EASTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1

 

¶ Convenient transfer to Metra Rock 

Island District service via the 95 th  

Street - Beverly Hills station  

¶ Generous clearance of railroad 

crossing  

¶ Farside of Vanderpoel Avenue: 

potential TSP benefits could be 

max imized  

¶ Requires riders to cross railroad 

tracks to access M etra station  

¶ Farside of railroad tracks  

A
l
t
 
2
 

 

¶ Convenient transfer to Metra Rock 

Island District service via the 95 th  

Street - Beverly Hills station  

¶ Nearside (before railroad crossing) for 

enhanced safety  

¶ Near City of Chicago Park & Ride 

(PnR) lot  

¶ Requires riders to cross railroad 

tracks to access M etra station  

¶ Potential grade issues  

  

A
l
t
 
3

 

¶ Convenient transfer to Metra Rock 

Island District service via the 95 th  

Street - Beverly Hills station  

¶ Nearside (before railroad crossing) for 

enhanced safety  

¶ Near City of Chicago PnR lot  

¶ Farther from M etra station  

¶ Potential grade issues  

 

 

TABLE 4.13  WOOD (BEVERLY HILLS METRA) WESTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1

 

¶ Convenient transfer to Metra Rock 

Island District service via the 95 th  

Street - Beverly Hills station  

¶ Generous clearance of railroad 

crossing  

¶ Farside of Vanderpoel Avenue: 

potential TSP benefits could be 

max imized  

¶ Requires riders to cross railroad 

tracks to access M etra station  

¶ Potential grade issues  

 

A
l
t
 
2
 

 

¶ Convenient transfer to Metra Rock 

Island District service via the 95 th  

Street - Beverly Hills station  

¶ Near commuter rail PnR lot  

¶ Farside of Vanderpoel Avenue: 

potential TSP benefits could be 

max imized  

¶ N/A  
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4.3.7 Western  

Municipality Village of Evergreen Park / City of Chicago 

Jurisdiction State  

Eastbound Alternatives 3 

Westbound Alternatives 2 

TSP Possible No 

 

FIGURE 4.18  95TH AND WESTERN AVE 

 

Source: Pace, PMO  
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TABLE 4.14  WESTERN EASTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1

 

¶ Near a signalized crossing  

¶ Connects to Pace and CTA routes  

¶ High ridership and high transfer 

activity in area  

¶ Farside: potential TSP benefits 

could be max imized  

 

¶ Blocks multiple business frontages  

¶ Would require a compact station  

¶ Farther from shopping centers and high 

ridership stop near Campbell Avenue  

 

A
l
t
 
2
 

 

¶ Near a signalized crossing  

¶ Connects to Pace and CTA routes  

¶ High ridership and high transfer 

activity in area  

¶ Close to shopping centers and 

high ridership stop near Campbell 

Avenue  

¶ Nearside siting may hinder potential TSP 

implementation  

¶ Significant grade change betw een 

sidew alk and parking lot; retaining w al l 

present  

 

A
l
t
 
3

 

¶ Connects to Pace and CTA routes  

¶ High ridership and high transfer 

activity in area  

¶ Closest to shopping centers and 

high ridership stop near Campbell 

Avenue  

¶ Available right -of -w ay for standard 

layout  

¶ Nearside siting may hinder potential TSP  

implementation  

¶ Further from signalized intersection at 

Western Avenue  

¶ Passengers may use the midblock 

crossing or jayw alk to access nearby 

shopping centers  

¶ Significant grade change betw een 

sidew alk and parking lot; retaining w all 

present  

 

TABLE 4.15  WESTERN WESTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1

 

¶ Near a signalized crossing  

¶ Connects to Pace and CTA routes  

¶ Farside: potential TSP benefits 

could be max imized  

¶ Available right -of -w ay for standard 

layout  

¶ Close to shopping centers and 

high ridership stop near Campbell 

Avenue  

¶ N/A  

¶  

A
l
t
 
2
 

 

¶ Connects to Pace and CTA routes  

¶ High ridership and high transfer 

activity in area  

¶ Farther from signalized crossing  

¶ Farther from shopping centers and high 

ridership activity near Campbell 

Avenue  

¶ Nearside siting may hinder potential TSP 

implementation  
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4.3.8 California  

Municipality Village of Evergreen Park 

Jurisdiction State 

Eastbound Alternatives 2 

Westbound Alternatives 2 

TSP Possible Yes 

 

FIGURE 4.19  95TH AND CALIFORNIA AVE 

 
Note: EB Alt 1 shifted west to be located closer to the intersection and includes a curb bump out to improve 

pedestrian connections.  

Source: Pace, PMO  
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TABLE 4.16  CALIFORNIA EASTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1

 

¶ Near Little Company of M ary Hospital  

¶ Near a signalized crossing  

¶ Farside: potential TSP benefits could be 

max imized  

¶ Station could be integrated into 

redevelopment of adjacent properties  

 

¶ Narrow  right -of -w ay  

¶ Pending survey, potential need 

for ultra -compact layout  

¶ Station bump -out may displace 

on -street parking  

¶ Requires riders to make tw o street 

crossings to access Hospital  

A
l
t
 
2
 

 

¶ Serves Little Company of Mary Hospital  

¶ Near a signalized crossing  

 

¶ Narrow  right -of -w ay  

¶ Bump -out element may displace 

on -street parking  

¶ Would block business frontages  

¶ Nearside siting w ould hinder TSP 

benefit  

 

TABLE 4.17  CALIFORNIA WESTBOUND STATION SITE SUMMARY 

 Opportunities Challenges 

A
l
t
 
1

 

¶ Direct access to Little Company of 

M ary Hospital  

¶ Farside: potential TSP benefits could 

be max imized  

¶ Pending survey, potential need for 

permanent easement and ultra -

compact layout  

¶ Would conflict w ith Little Company 

of M ary Hospital plans for 

emergency room addition  

A
l
t
 
2
 

 

¶ Higher ridership stop  

¶ Serves Little Company of Mary 

Hospital  

¶ Near a signalized crossing  

¶ Pending survey, potential need for 

permanent easement and ultra -

compact layout  

¶ Nearside siting may limit potential TSP 

benefit  

¶ M ay block hospital signage  
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4.3.9 Kedzie  

Municipality Village of Evergreen Park  

Jurisdiction State 

Eastbound Alternatives 1 

Westbound Alternatives 1 

TSP Possible Yes 

 

FIGURE 4.20  95TH AND KEDZIE AVE 

 
Source: Pace, PMO  
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