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 Project Overview 

OVERVIEW OF SOUTH HALSTED CORRIDOR 

The South Halsted Bus Corridor Enhancement Project was initiated by the Chicago Transit 

Authority (CTA) in partnership with Pace Suburban Bus to improve transit along approximately 

11 miles of South Halsted Street, from the Pace Harvey Transportation Center to 79th Street. 

The corridor also includes segments of 79th and 95th Streets that provide connections to the 

CTA Red Line 79th and 95th Street Stations. 

This study will explore potential transit improvements for the corridorôs transit riders. On an 

average weekday, 11,600 trips are made along the corridor. Improvements being considered as 

part of the project may include: 

< Enhanced coordinated service plans 

< Realigned bus stops 

< Roadway treatments 

< Updated passenger amenities 

< Traffic signal optimization and transit signal priority 

< Potential Pace Pulse stations south of 95th Street 

Transit improvements developed in this study will complement CTAôs planned extension of the 

Red Line to 130th Street from 95th Street, which is currently undergoing the federal 

environmental review and planning process. 

The study corridor crosses jurisdictional boundaries, including the Cook County communities of 

Harvey, Phoenix, Calumet Park, Riverdale, Dixmoor, and the City of Chicago neighborhoods of 

West Pullman, Morgan Park, Roseland, Washington Heights, and Auburn Gresham. The 

predominant land use along the South Halsted Street corridor is commercial business, with 

surrounding areas characterized by single family and other residential uses. Figure 1.1 shows 

the project area and adjacent transit service. 
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FIGURE 1.1: PROJECT AREA 
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CORRIDOR PLANNING INITIATIVES 

Halsted Street between 79th Street and 154th Street (Pace Harvey Transportation Center) has 

been the focus of planning initiatives by various agencies. A summary of several relevant past 

planning studies conducted for areas in or near the project corridor, as well as proposed 

projects and their recommendations, are provided below: 

 

< South Cook County-Will County Service Restructuring Initiative ï Market Research Report 

& Service Recommendations Report (2007): This study was a regional market research 

effort focusing on various transportation modes for work trips to help Pace classify transit 

users and attract new riders while retaining existing customers. Approximately 1,330 people 

were surveyed on their commuting behaviors and attitudes toward public transportation. 

Their responses were used to classify commuters into seven groups based on shared 

characteristics and attitudes on safety or socioeconomic status. All current Pace bus routes 

in the southern and southwestern portion of Cook County, and all of Will County were 

studied. Recommendations to increase efficiency, provide service to areas that currently do 

not have any, and improve service for current popular commute patterns were made in the 

study. In total, 29 routes were revised, seven were discontinued, and 21 new routes were 

recommended, including routes along the South Halsted Corridor. The recommended 

updates to Routes 352, 359, and 381 are currently in effect. 

< CTA Red Line Extension Alternatives (RLE) Analysis ï Service Plan (2009): Two 

alternatives for extending the southern limit of the CTA Red Line were studied including the 

heavy rail transit (HRT) alternative and the transit system management/bus rapid transit 

(TSM/BRT) alternative. The HRT alternative has been selected as the preferred alignment. 

The heavy rail transit (HRT) alternative would parallel the I-57 alignment south of 95th Street 

before turning south along the Union Pacific railroad and continuing southeast until 

approximately 130th Street and the Bishop Ford Expressway (I-94). CTA has selected a 

preferred alternative for the route and will be working to produce a final Environmental 

Impact Study (EIS) that will include further preliminary engineering work and will analyze 

impacts of the preferred alignment. CTA expects to apply to the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) for entry into the Project Development Phase for this project. The 

preferred alignment is shown in Figure 1.2. 

< Pace Arterial Rapid Transit Study (2009): Based on Paceôs strategic plan, Vision 2020, 24 

key corridors were analyzed for potential implementation of arterial bus rapid transit (ART) 

services. The plan recommends that the ART network implementation begin with the 

Milwaukee Avenue corridor. It calls for the implementation of five additional ART routes, 
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most notably South Halsted (from the CTAôs 95th Street Station to 159th street) and on 95th 

Street ART (from the CTAôs 95th Street Station to Harlem Avenue) within the first ten years 

of the program.  

< CTA 95th Street Station Improvement Project (2013): The 95th Street Station is the southern 

terminus for the CTAôs Red Line. It serves 13 CTA bus routes, five Pace bus routes, and 

approximately 20,000 customers per day1. The expansion of the station focuses on 

accommodating the large number of patrons, ensuring passenger safety, increasing 

efficiency of transfers, and providing additional accessibility to those with limited mobility. 

The construction includes a new terminal on the south side of 95th Street, rehabilitation of 

the north side terminal and a pedestrian bridge above 95th Street that links the two. The 

project expands bus bays with wider canopies, provides additional decking above Dan 

Ryan Expressway, and expands sidewalks to accommodate the high volume of customers. 

The construction of the south terminal is complete and open, and the north terminal is 

currently under construction, scheduled to be completed in 2018. The South Halsted project 

will link to the 95th Street Station, so improvements to the layout of the station will affect 

how the corridor interfaces with the CTA Red Line. 

< 119th Street Corridor Plan (2015): The 119th Street Corridor is located in the City of 

Chicagoôs West Pullman Community Area and stretches four blocks north and south of 

119th Street from I-57 to Union Avenue. Following a population peak in 1980, the 

community has experienced a loss in jobs and retail along 119th Street and Halsted Street. 

The 119th Street Corridor Plan was developed through broad community outreach including 

stakeholder interviews, a community survey, and public meetings, and aims to make 

improvements in the corridor to anchor economic development, improve housing stability, 

and establish community identity. The plan describes goals, recommendations, and 

implementation actions for seven topic areas: economic development, job training and adult 

education, transportation, youth and family development, housing, cultural identity and 

design, and land use. Transportation-related recommendations include changing the layout 

of 119th Street to include a center turn lane and multi-use bike path, as well as improving 

bike and pedestrian access to Major Taylor Trail and nearby transit facilities. 

< Chicago Region Environmental and Transportation Efficiency (CREATE) Program Project 

GS21a ï Grade Crossing Separation of Union Pacific and 95th Street east of Eggleston 

Avenue (2015): A grade separation of the Union Pacific railroad tracks crossing 95th Street 

 

1CTA. 95th Street Terminal Improvement Project, Environmental Assessment, February 2013. 
https://www.transitchicago.com/assets/1/6/2013-02-07_CTA_TIGER_IV_-_EA_95thTerminal_Approved_20130211_ADA.pdf 

https://www.transitchicago.com/assets/1/6/2013-02-07_CTA_TIGER_IV_-_EA_95thTerminal_Approved_20130211_ADA.pdf
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near Eggleston Avenue is proposed. The objective of the grade separation is to eliminate 

safety risk for rail-vehicle crashes, especially for trains carrying hazardous materials or 

energy products. Due to the proximity of the railroad crossing to the CTA Red Lineôs 95th 

Street Station, the Dan Ryan Expressway (I-94), I-57, and Chicago State University, that 

type of crash event would present significant safety risks. In addition, the grade separation 

would reduce travel time for vehicles, buses, and trains that serve the surrounding area. 

The Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) is currently moving forward with Phase 

I: Preliminary Engineering which is estimated to be completed in two years. This 

improvement will result in operational efficiencies for buses operating along the South 

Halsted Corridor. 

< CTA Bus Slow Zone Study ï CTA Route #79 (2017): 79th Street was identified by CTA as a 

Bus Slow Zone corridor. In 2017, the Bus Slow Zones study was initiated by CTA and 

CDOT to study pinch points for buses on 79th Street. Six intersection locations on 79th 

Street were identified as slow zones and further studied. These include: Kedzie Avenue-

Columbus Avenue, Ashland Avenue, Halsted Street, Lafayette Avenue-State Street (CTA 

Red Line Station), Martin Luther King Drive, and Stony Island Boulevard-South Chicago 

Avenue. Recommendations were based on expected reduction in bus delays and overall 

feasibility. Most notably, an eastbound and westbound shared bus and right turn lane is 

recommended on 79th Street, including at the intersection of Halsted Street and 79th Street, 

with peak hour bus lanes recommended beyond the intersection on 79th Street. Peak hour 

bus lanes are recommended along 79th Street where peak hour parking restrictions are 

currently in place. The study recommended that two advanced left turn lanes, one through 

lane, and a shared bus and right turn lane in the eastbound direction at the Lafayette 

Avenue intersection be added. The study recommended that one advanced left turn lane, 

one through lane, and a shared bus and right turn lane in the westbound direction, as well 

as an eastbound queue jump phase at the State Street intersection be added. In addition, 

the study proposed adding a protected left turn in the eastbound direction and a dedicated 

bus lane between State Street and Lafayette Avenue. Improvements to pavement markings 

throughout the 79th Street corridor are recommended. The South Halsted Corridor includes 

the section of 79th Street between South Halsted and the 79th Street CTA Red Line 

Station, so bus improvements along this section of the corridor would benefit the South 

Halsted Corridor project. 
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FIGURE 1.2: PROJECT CORRIDOR WITH PROPOSED RED LINE EXTENSION (RLE) 
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 Roadway & Traffic Analysis 

This section provides a summary of existing roadway, traffic, and crash characteristics along the 

South Halsted Corridor. Data gathered to develop this summary includes existing roadway 

plans, analysis of traffic counts, and readily available agency data.  

ROADWAY GEOMETRY 

The roadway geometry along the corridor typically maintains a straight alignment. The roadway 

width changes along the corridor due to the number of through lanes, parking lanes, turn lanes, 

presence of medians, and bridges. Table 2.1 summarize the lane configuration on 79th, 95th, and 

South Halsted. The maps shown in  Figure 2.1 and  Figure 2.2 show the roadway geometry and 

average daily traffic of Halsted Street, 79th Street, and 95th Street, respectively. 

TABLE 2.1: AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC AND LANE CONFIGURATION 

South Halsted Corridor Segment Lane Configuration 
Average Daily 

Traffic 
Jurisdiction 

79th Street: Halsted Street to Lowe 

Avenue 

One through lane, on-street parking in each direction with snow 

and peak hour restrictions, including paid spaces between 

Halsted and Emerald 

14,800 CDOT 

79th Street: Lowe Avenue to Parnell 

Avenue 
One through lane, no parking due to viaduct 14,800 CDOT 

79th Street: Parnell Avenue to 

Vincennes Ave 

One through lane, on-street parking with PM peak hour and snow 

restrictions in westbound direction 
14,800 CDOT 

79th Street: Vincennes Ave to Perry 

Avenue 

One eastbound through lane, two westbound through lanes, on-

street parking in eastbound direction with snow restrictions 
14,800 CDOT 

79th Street: Perry Avenue to 

Lafayette Avenue 

Three eastbound through lanes, two westbound through lanes, 

painted median, no on-street parking 
14,800 CDOT 

79th Street: Lafayette Avenue to 

State Street 

One eastbound through lane, two eastbound left turn lanes, one 

eastbound bus lane, two westbound through lanes, one 

westbound left turn lane, no on-street parking 

12,800 CDOT 

95th Street: Halsted Street to Perry 

Avenue 

Two through lanes, landscaped median, on-street parking with 

snow restrictions on both sides 
21,100 

IDOT, Maintained 

by CDOT 

95th Street: Perry Avenue to 

Lafayette Avenue 

Two through lanes, one eastbound bus-only left turn lane, painted 

median, no on-street parking 
15,200 

IDOT, Maintained 

by CDOT 

95th Street: Lafayette Avenue to 

State Street 

Two through lanes, two eastbound left turn lanes, one westbound 

left turn lane, one westbound bus lane, no on-street parking 
15,200 

IDOT, Maintained 

by CDOT 
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South Halsted Corridor Segment Lane Configuration 
Average Daily 

Traffic 
Jurisdiction 

Halsted Street: 79th Street to 85th 

Street 

One through lane, bicycle lane, on-street parking with snow 

restrictions in each direction including paid parking between 79th 

and 80th 

8,300 CDOT 

Halsted Street: 85th Street to 

Vincennes Ave 
Two through lanes, no parking 8,300  CDOT 

Halsted Street: Vincennes Ave to 

98th Street 

Two through lanes, landscaped median beginning at 87th Street, 

on-street parking with snow restrictions on both sides 
17,200 

CDOT (North of 

87th) 

IDOT, Maintained 

by CDOT (South 

of 87th) 

Halsted Street: 98th Street to 99th 

Street 
Three through lanes, no on-street parking 17,100 

IDOT, Maintained 

by CDOT 

Halsted Street: 99th Street to 100th 

Street 

Three through lanes, landscaped median, two northbound right 

turn lanes, one southbound left turn lane 
17,100 

IDOT, Maintained 

by CDOT 

Halsted Street: 100th Street to 

Vermont Street 

Two through lanes, landscaped median, on-street parking with 

snow and Sunday restrictions both sides 
17,100 

IDOT, Maintained 

by CDOT 

Halsted Street: Vermont Street to 

129th Place 

Two though lanes, landscaped median, on-street parking with 

snow and evening restrictions both sides 
18,100 

IDOT 

Halsted Street: 129th Place to Forest 

View Avenue 
Two through lanes, no on-street parking 16,100 

IDOT 

Halsted Street: Forest View Avenue 

to 144th Street 
Two through lanes, concrete median, no on-street parking 16,100 

IDOT 

Halsted Street: 144th Street to 146th 

Street 
Two through lanes, no on-street parking 16,100 

IDOT 

Halsted Street: 146th Street to 148th 

Street 
Two through lanes, concrete median, no on-street parking 13,600 

IDOT 

Morgan Street: 148th Street to 152nd 

Street 
Two through lanes, no on-street parking 6,900 

IDOT 

Park Avenue: 152nd Street to 154th 

Street 
Two through lanes, no on-street parking 6,900 

IDOT 

Source: IDOT, Average Daily Traffic Counts GIS Application, April 2018, https://www.gettingaroundillinois.com/gai.htm?mt=aadt; 

Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways, Highway Jurisdiction, August 2018, 

https://maps.cookcountyil.gov/hwyjurisdiction/ 

https://www.gettingaroundillinois.com/gai.htm?mt=aadt
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 FIGURE 2.1: PROJECT CORRIDOR LANE CONFIGURATION 
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 FIGURE 2.2: PROJECT CORRIDOR AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC (2014-2017) 
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ROADWAY FEATURES 

Throughout the corridor the roadway has several key features including four at-grade railroad 

crossings, seven bridges, two railroad viaducts over Halsted Street, and one multi-use trail 

crossing. The location of these key features is listed in Table 2.2 and shown in Figure 2.3. 

TABLE 2.2: ROADWAY FEATURES 

South Halsted Corridor Segment Roadway Feature 

79th Street: Lowe Avenue to Parnell Avenue Grade-separated Railroad Crossings ï Union Pacific, Rock Island District (Metra) 

79th Street: Lafayette Avenue to State Street Bridge ï Dan Ryan Expressway (I-94) 

95th Street: Eggleston Avenue to Harvard Avenue At-Grade Railroad Crossing ï Union Pacific 

95th Street: Lafayette Avenue to State Street Bridge ï Dan Ryan Expressway (I-94) 

Halsted Street: Vincennes Avenue to 85th Street Grade-separated Railroad Crossing ï Rock Island District (Metra) 

Halsted Street: 91st Street to 90th Street At-Grade Railroad Crossing ï Chicago Rail Link 

Halsted Street: 99th Street to 98th Place Bridge ï I-57 

Halsted Street: 119th Street Multi-use trail crossing 

Halsted Street: 122nd Street to 120th Street At-Grade Railroad Crossing ï Metra Electric District 

Halsted Street: 130th Street to 129th Place Bridge ï Little Calumet River 

Halsted Street: Frontage Road/Emerald Avenue to 134th Street/Forest 

View Avenue 
Bridge over Railyard ï Indiana Harbor Belt 

Halsted Street: 142nd Street to 138th Street Bridge over Railyard ï CSX Transportation 

Halsted Street: Shore Drive to Calumet Boulevard Bridge ï East Arm Little Calumet River 

Park Avenue: 153rd Street to 152nd Street At-Grade Railroad Crossing ï CSX Transportation 
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FIGURE 2.3: ROADWAY FEATURES WITHIN CORRIDOR 
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SIDEWALKS 

A maxim of transit service is that every transit rider is a pedestrian at the beginning and end of 

their trip. As such, pedestrian infrastructure is extremely important for encouraging transit use 

and attracting riders. If riders canôt access the transit, they wonôt use it. Sidewalks are present 

throughout most of the project study area. Both 79th Street and 95th Street have sidewalks on 

both sides of the roadway from Halsted Street to State Street. Along Halsted Street, sidewalk is 

present from 79th Street to 124th Street on both sides of the roadway. Sidewalks are not present 

in three sections of the corridor: 

< West side of South Halsted Street between 124th Street & 127th Street for approximately 1/3 

of a mile 

< Both sides of South Halsted Street between 129th Place & Forest View Avenue for 

approximately İ of a mile. This section runs along land being used as forest preserve and 

a golf course. Though no sidewalks are present, unpaved desire paths have developed 

along some sections on the east side of the street. 

< West side of South Halsted Street between Forest View Avenue & Shore Drive for 

approximately 1.5 miles 

Additionally, sidewalks are present on both sides of several bridges along Halsted Street; 

however, these sidewalks often do not continue past the bridge on one or both sides. 

Table 2.3 shows approximate locations of paved sidewalk throughout the project corridor. 

TABLE 2.3: SIDEWALK LOCATIONS 

South Halsted Corridor Segment Length (miles) Sidewalk Location 

79th Street: Halsted Street to State Street 1.0 Both sides of 79th Street 

95th Street: Halsted Street to State Street 1.0 Both sides of 95th Street 

Halsted Street: 79th Street to 124th Street 5.6 Both sides of Halsted Street 

Halsted Street: 124th Street to 127th Street 0.4 East side of Halsted Street only 

Halsted Street: 127th Street to 129th Place 0.3 Both sides of Halsted Street 

Halsted Street: 129th Place to Forest View Avenue 0.5 No sidewalk 

Halsted Street: Forest View Avenue to Shore Drive 1.5 East side of Halsted Street only 

Halsted Street: Shore Drive to 149th Street 0.8 Both sides of Halsted Street 

Morgan Street/Park Avenue: 149th Street to 154th Street 0.6 Both sides of Morgan Street/Halsted Street 
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TRAFFIC CONDITIONS 

Synchro, a macroscopic traffic-modeling and analysis software, was used to analyze existing 

traffic conditions along the corridor at signalized intersections. Turning movement counts and 

traffic volume data collected during previous studies were used where available from CDOT. 

Video-based systems were used to collect turning movement counts, as well as bike and 

pedestrian counts, where previous traffic counts were not available. The traffic counts were 

conducted between 7-9 AM and 4-6 PM on April 10, 2018 at the following locations: 

< The intersections of 79th Street & Vincennes Avenue and 79th Street & Lafayette Avenue 

< The intersections of 95th Street & Parnell Avenue and 95th Street & Wentworth Avenue 

< Each signalized intersection along Halsted Street from 154th Street to Vermont Street, from 

123rd Street to 114th Street, 107th Street, 101st Street, 98th Street, 91st Street, 83rd Street, 

and 81st Street 

Halsted Street 

A Synchro network model was developed based on existing conditions  along Halsted Street 

between 79th Street and 154th Street, and along both 79th Street and 95th Street from Halsted 

Street to State Street for AM and PM peak periods using Synchro 10. The AM peak period is 

defined as 7-9 AM, and the PM peak period is defined as 4-6 PM. Synchro inputs were based 

on the following sources: 

< Intersection geometrics and lane widths ï Google Earth 

< Traffic Volumes ï Turning movement counts for peak hours were used as input 

< Peak Hour Factors ï Calculated for each intersection based on 15-minute interval traffic 

counts 

< Signal Timings ï CDOT timing schedules2 

Signalized intersection level of service (LOS) is defined in terms of an average observed delay 

for the entire intersection, i.e. the increased travel time that vehicles experience. An 

intersectionôs LOS is based on an average of the delay at all signals that comprise the 

intersection. A LOS of A, B, or C indicates that an intersection is performing well under current 

traffic conditions. A LOS of D is used as the minimum acceptable design standard. Intersections 

 

2 CDOT maintains signal timings, even on IDOT roadways; signal information from IDOT outside the City is unavailable 
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with a LOS of E are considered performing poorly, and intersections with a LOS of F are failing 

under current traffic conditions.  Table 2.4 summarizes the LOS criteria for the 36 signalized 

intersections in the study corridor, as defined by the Highway Capacity Manual (2010). 

TABLE 2.4: INTERSECTION LEVEL OF SERVICE STANDARDS 

LOS Performance Delay 
Number of Intersections in South Halsted Corridor 

AM PM Total 

A Well Ò10 sec 6 2 8 

B Well 10-20 sec 11 15 26 

C Well 20-35 sec 11 11 22 

D Acceptable 35-55 sec 5 7 12 

E Poor 55-80 sec 3 1 4 

F Failure 80+ sec 0 0 0 

 Source: Highway Capacity Manual, Transportation Research Board, 2010 

Next, the Synchro model was used to identify instances in which overall intersection 

performance was LOS D or worse. Table 2.5 lists each of these intersections and notes if the 

AM and PM LOS is a D or worse. If the AM or PM LOS is a C or better, no results are listed in 

the table. Three intersections out of 36 total intersections in the corridor were found to operate 

poorly in the morning. These three intersections are at 103rd Street, 111th Street, and 147th 

Street; 147th Street also operates poorly in the afternoon. No intersections operate at failure 

(LOS F) at any time of the day. The LOS for each approach at every signalized intersection 

during the AM peak period (7-9 AM) is shown in Figure 2.4 and during the PM peak period (4-6 

PM) in Figure 2.5. The LOS of each approach is represented by a portion of a circle, as 

illustrated in the legend of Figure 2.4 and Figure 2.5. 

Based on the Synchro model, a total of four intersections perform with a level of service of D or 

E during both the AM and PM peak periods. An additional three intersections performed poorly 

(LOS D or below) during the AM peak and three intersections performed poorly in the PM peak. 

The following provides additional explanation of the 10 intersections performing at a D or lower.  

79th Street at Halsted Street experiences a large volume of traffic and long delays on the 

southbound approach. The intersection of 85th Street, Summit Avenue, and Halsted Street has a 

unique geometry which results in significant delay in the southbound direction. Vincennes 

Avenue at Halsted Street experiences long delays on the westbound approach in the PM peak. 

The intersection of 87th Street and Halsted Street performs poorly with significant eastbound 

delays during the AM peak, and significant westbound delays in the PM peak. 
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95th Street at Halsted Street performs poorly due to delays on the eastbound approach in the 

PM peak. 98th Place at Halsted Street has a LOS of D in the AM peak due to long delays on the 

westbound approach. Halsted Street at 103rd and 111th Streets have poor intersection LOS. The 

intersection of 147th Street and Halsted Street experiences delays on its eastbound and 

westbound approaches, with an overall intersection LOS of D. The intersection of 149th Street, 

Morgan Street, and Halsted Street is unique, with northbound Halsted Street and Morgan Street 

merging, as shown in Figure 2.6. This atypical configuration results in additional turn 

movements, contributing to a LOS of D at this location.  

TABLE 2.5: INTERSECTIONS WITH LOS D, E, OR F 

Intersection AM Level of Service  PM Level of Service 

79th Street & Halsted Street  D 

85th Street, Summit Avenue & Halsted Street  D 

Vincennes Avenue & Halsted Street  D 

87th Street & Halsted Street D D 

95th Street & Halsted Street D D 

98th Place & Halsted Street D  

103rd Street & Halsted Street E  

111th Street & Halsted Street E  

147th Street & Halsted Street D D 

149th Street & Halsted Street D D 
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FIGURE 2.4: LEVEL OF SERVICE DURING AM PEAK PERIODPERIOD 
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FIGURE 2.5: LEVEL OF SERVICE DURING PM PEAK PERIOD 
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FIGURE 2.6: 149TH STREET AT HALSTED STREET 

 

79th Street 

79th Street runs east-west and connects Halsted Street to the Dan Ryan Expressway (I-94). The 

79th Street CTA Red Line Station is located between Lafayette Avenue and State Street. There 

are four signalized intersections east of Halsted Street to State Street. These intersections are 

located at Vincennes Street, LaSalle Street, Lafayette Avenue, and State Street. There are no 

known issues impacting traffic operations at these signalized intersections. 

95th Street 

Similarly, 95th Street runs east-west and provides access to the Dan Ryan Expressway (I-94) in 

the northbound direction only. There are four signalized intersections east of Halsted Street to 

State Street. These intersections are located at Parnell Avenue, Wentworth Avenue, Lafayette 

Avenue, and State Street. The 95th Street CTA Red Line station and a CTA bus terminal are 

located between Lafayette Avenue and State Street. The northern CTA terminal is currently 

under construction. Present traffic congestion near Lafayette Avenue and State Street relates to 

the signal phasing and modified lane configuration during construction. Once construction of the 

terminal is complete, assessment of the existing signal operation can be made. 
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 Traffic Crashes 

A review of crash locations and high crash areas, including those involving pedestrian and 

bicycles was conducted along the South Halsted Corridor. IDOT provided crash data for 2011 to 

2015, which was the most recent data available. This subsection summarizes the findings. As a 

busy urban corridor, South Halsted regularly experiences traffic crashes of all types. However, 

the crash rate for the corridor is not unusually high as compared to other high traffic corridors 

throughout the region. No part of the corridor was identified by the City of Chicago as a high 

crash corridor or high crash area in the Vision Zero Framework Plan, released in June 2017.3  

Table 3.1 shows overall crashes that occurred on the corridor between 2011 and 2015, as well 

as subtotals by crash type and corridor segment. During this period, there were 4,251 reported 

crashes along the corridor. About one quarter of the reported crashes (1,104) involved at least 

one injury. Among total crashes, 209 involved a bus; 203 involved a pedestrian or bicyclist. The 

data does not indicate fault/cause of the crash, so just because a bus was involved does not 

mean it contributed to the cause of the crash. No fatalities involved buses. On a per mile basis, 

the highest number of crashes occurred on 79th Street. The locations of crashes that involved 

injuries and fatalities are shown in Figure 3.1. The figure does not show a clear pattern 

regarding where these crashes occur. 

  

 

3 CDOT, Vision Zero Chicago, High Crash Corridor Framework Plan, June 2018. http://visionzerochicago.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/06/VZ_HCC_FrameworkPlan_2018-06-15.pdf 

http://visionzerochicago.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/VZ_HCC_FrameworkPlan_2018-06-15.pdf
http://visionzerochicago.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/VZ_HCC_FrameworkPlan_2018-06-15.pdf
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TABLE 3.1: NUMBER OF CRASHES BY CORRIDOR SEGMENT (2011-2015) 
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79th Street: Red 
Line to Halsted 

581 581 135 0 1 32 25 4 64 200 112 105 

95th Street: Red 
Line to Halsted 

436 436 85 0 0 52 21 3 43 156 79 77 

Halsted: 79th to 
Dan Ryan 

491 1,227 302 0 2 37 43 8 143 359 205 234 

Halsted: Dan 
Ryan to Little 
Calumet River 

354 1,414 393 0 1 70 57 13 142 410 230 307 

Halsted: Little 
Calumet River to 

Harvey TC 
185 593 189 0 5 18 24 5 65 175 72 163 

All Crashes Total 363 4,251 1,104 0 9 209 170 33 457 1,300 698 886 
Source: IDOT Crash Data, 2018 
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FIGURE 3.1 CRASHES WITH INJURIES AND FATALITIES (2011-2015) 
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Table 3.2 highlights the intersections with the most traffic crashes of various types. The table is 

ordered by total crashes, as listed in the second column. The table includes intersections with a 

high rate of crashes in the various categories below. The numbers and colors represent the 

intersectionôs rank in each category, as follows: 

< Red (1) ï The intersection with the highest total number of crashes of this type; in a case in 

which two or more intersections had the same number of crashes, both intersections were 

given this designation. 

< Yellow (5) ï An intersection within the top five highest total number of crashes of this type 

< Blue (10) ï An intersection within the top 10 highest total number of crashes of this type 

For example, the intersection of Halsted Street & 99th Street has the highest number of total 

traffic crashes, highest total injuries, angle crashes, rear end crashes, and turning crashes as 

well as the highest number of rear end crashes involving a bus. The intersection was also in the 

top five for sideswipe crashes and total crashes, total injuries, pedestrian/cycle crashes, and 

angle crashes involving a bus. Additionally, it was in the top 10 for sideswipe crashes involving 

a bus. 

The highest crash locations and locations where fatalities have occurred in the corridor should 

be given additional consideration for applying best practices to help improve conditions, 

including: 

< Signal phasing that provide an advance walk sign for pedestrians before releasing right-

turning vehicles.  

< Confirming that yellow phases are long enough to allow sufficient warning to drivers that a 

stop signal is coming 

< Review if queue lengths are adequate 

< Review if signage and striping is up to current standards. 

A complete list of intersections and crashes by type is included as Appendix B: Crashes by 

Intersection. 
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TABLE 3.2: INTERSECTIONS WITH HIGHEST NUMBER OF TRAFFIC CRASHES 

  All Crashes Rank Bus Crashes Rank 

Intersection 
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Halsted & 
99th 

177 1 1       1 1 5 1 5 5 5 5 1 10   

Halsted & 
95th 

162 5 5  1  10 5 5 1 5  5   1   

Halsted & 
Sibley 

135 5 1  10  5 5  1        5 

Halsted & 
79th 

119 5 10 1 5 1  10 1   5 5 5 1     

79th & 
Lafayette 

111 5   5  10 5 5   10 10 10 10 1    

Halsted & 
87th 

105 10 10  10  10 10 5 10 10 10 10    1 

Halsted & 
103rd 

100 10 10  5    10 1        5 

Halsted & 
111th 

97 10 5  5    10 10 10 10 10 10   1 

Halsted & 
127th 

94 10 5  10  5  10 10     10  10   

Halsted & 
115th 

92 10 10  10   10 10 10 5 10 5  5 10   

Halsted & 
107th 

78        5    10 10 10 10 5 5   

Halsted & 
138th 

76   10       1          

State & 79th 69    1 10         10  10     

95th & 
Lafayette 

66        10    1 1 1 10  5 5 

Halsted & 
145th 

49     1   1                       

Source: IDOT Crash Data, 2018  
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 Existing Service & Ridership 

This section provides a summary of existing transit service conditions in the corridor including 

descriptions of the service provided, ridership, origin and destination, performance, and 

multimodal connections. 

EXISTING CORRIDOR SERVICE 

Routes 

Both CTA and Pace provide local bus service along the South Halsted Corridor, which overlaps 

in some areas. In general, most CTA and Pace bus routes run early morning through evening, 

every 10 to 30 minutes during peak periods with less frequent off-peak service. Buses stop 

approximately every block (1/8 mile) or every other block (1/4 mile) at posted stops. Bus stops 

that are served by both CTA and Pace buses are marked by signage administered by CTA, 

which provides basic route alignment and service span for both CTA and Pace service. All CTA 

and Pace vehicles that operate along routes in the corridor are accessible for passengers 

needing a wheelchair lift or ramp. CTA buses on the corridor operate from the 77th and 103rd 

garages and seat between 37 and 39 patrons; Pace buses on the corridor operate out of the 

South Division garage and seat 37 passengers. 

As denoted in bold text in Table 4.1 and Table 4.2, CTA Routes 8A and 108 and Pace Routes 

352 and 359 operate along significant portions of the Halsted segment of the study area. There 

are several other routes with high levels of service including CTA Routes 79, 95, and 112 and 

Pace Routes 348 and 381 that run along either the 79th Street or 95th Street sections of the 

study corridor. Several express Pace routes provide service along the 95th Street section of the 

corridor, and are referenced in Table 4.1 and Table 4.2, as are several other CTA and Pace 

routes that intersect with the corridor at various points including at the corridorôs northern (79th 

Street and 95th Street Red Line stations) and southern (Pace Harvey Transportation Center) 

termini. Specialty routes that do not offer regular service (e.g. direct to US Cellular Stadium) are 

not included. 

There are slight fare differences between Pace and CTA bus service, as shown in Table 4.3. 
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TABLE 4.1: EXISTING CTA LOCAL BUS SERVICE 

Route Name Service Relationship to Corridor 

3 King Drive Daily Runs parallel to corridor on northern side 

N5 South Shore Night Bus Nightly Connection at 95th St Red Line station 

8 Halsted Daily Connection at 79th St & Halsted St; continues north along Halsted St 

8A South Halsted Daily 
Runs along corridor between 127th St (Halsted) and 79th & Perry (just west of 79th 

St Red Line station) 

9 Ashland Daily Runs parallel to corridor on northern side 

9A Ashland/95th Nightly Connection at 95th St Red Line station 

24 Wentworth Weekday 
Connection at 79th St Red Line station, operates parallel to corridor between 79th St 

and 87th St 

29 State Daily Connection at 95th St Red Line station 

34 South Michigan Daily Connection at 95th St Red Line station 

44 Wallace/Racine Daily Runs parallel to corridor on northern side 

75 74th/75th Daily Connection at 79th St Red Line station; runs perpendicular to corridor on northern side 

79 79th Daily 
Runs along 79th St on corridor including between Halsted and 79th St Red Line 

station 

87 87th Daily Connection at 87th St & Halsted 

95 95th Daily 
Runs along 95th St on corridor including between Halsted and 95th St Red Line 

station 

100 Jeffery Manor Express Weekday Connection at 95th St Red Line station 

103 West 103rd Daily Connection at 95th St Red Line station and at 103rd St; runs perpendicular to corridor 

106 East 103rd Daily Connection at 95th St Red Line station 

108 Halsted/95th Weekday Runs along corridor between 127th St (Halsted) and 95th St Red Line station 

111 111th/King Drive Daily Connections at 95th St Red Line station and 111th St 

112 Vincennes/111th Daily 
Runs along 95th St on corridor including between Halsted and 95th St Red Line 

station 

115 Pullman/115th Daily Connections at 95th St Red Line station and 115th St 

119 Michigan/119th Daily Connections at 95th St Red Line station and 119th St 

169 69th/UPS Express Weekday Connection at 79th & Halsted 

Source: CTA 

Note: Routes operating on significant portions of the Halsted segment of the study area are noted in bold 
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TABLE 4.2: EXISTING PACE LOCAL BUS SERVICE 

Route Name Service Relationship to Corridor 

348 Harvey - Riverdale - Blue Island M-Sa Connections at various points along southern end of corridor 

349 South Western Daily Connection at Harvey TC; runs parallel to corridor 

350 Sibley Daily Connection at Harvey TC; runs perpendicular to corridor 

352 Halsted Daily 
Runs along corridor from 95th St Red Line station to beyond 

corridor limits 

353 
95th/Dan Ryan CTA - River Oaks - 

Homewood Limited 
Daily Connection at 95th St Red Line station; runs parallel to corridor 

354 Harvey - Oak Forest Loop M-Sa Connection at Harvey TC 

356 Harvey - Homewood - Tinley Park Daily Connection at Harvey TC 

359 Robbins/South Kedzie Avenue Daily 
Operates on corridor between 124th St and 95th St Red Line 

station 

360 Harvey - Amazon Monee Daily Connection at Harvey TC 

361 Harvey - Laraway Crossings Express Daily Connection at Harvey TC 

364 159th Street Daily Connection at Harvey TC; runs perpendicular to corridor 

381 95th Street Daily 
Runs along 95th St on corridor including between Halsted and 

95th St Red Line station 

395 
95th/Dan Ryan CTA Station - UPS 

Hodgkins 
Weekday 

Runs along 95th St on corridor including between Halsted and 95th 

St Red Line station providing specialty limited service 

877 Harvey - Downers Grove Limited Weekday Connection at Harvey TC 

890 South Suburbs UPS Hodgkins Weekday Connection at Harvey TC 

Source: Pace 

Note: Routes operating on significant portions of the Halsted segment of the study area are noted in bold 
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TABLE 4.3: FARE STRUCTURE 

Type Full Fare 
Reduced 
Fare 

Student Cash Fare 
Cash 
Reduced 

CTA Rail 
Fare 

$2.50 $1.25 $0.75 $2.50 $1.25 

CTA Bus 
Fare 

$2.25 $1.10 $0.75 $2.50 $1.25 

CTA 
Transfers 

$0.25 $0.15 $0.15   

Pace Bus 
Fare 

$2.00 $1.00 $1.00 $2.25 $1.10 

Pace 
Transfers 

$0.30 $0.20 $0.20   

Source: RTA, Paying for Your Ride; http://www.rtachicago.org/index.php/plan-your-trip/travel-tips/paying-for-your-ride 

Corridor Service 

Currently, CTA Routes 8A and 108 and Pace Routes 352 and 359 provide the primary service 

along the South Halsted Corridor. As shown in Table 4.4, CTA Route 108 operates between the 

95th Street Red Line Station and 127th Street; CTA Route 8A operates between the 79th & Perry 

(just west of the 79th Street Red Line Station) and 127th Street. Pace Route 352 operates 

service from 95th Street Station to the Pace Chicago Heights Terminal via 95th and Halsted 

Streets; the majority of trips short-turn at the Pace Harvey Transportation Center. Pace route 

359 provides service from the 95th Street station along Halsted to 124th Street, then continues 

south, beyond the study area, to Homewood.  

As shown in Table 4.4, the typical frequency of each route along the corridor generally provides 

service every 5 to 20 minutes during the morning (6 to 9 am) and afternoon (3 to 6 pm) peak 

and 10 to 30 minutes off-peak, though transit schedules do include some variability to ensure 

efficient bus operations. In general, CTA buses provide a shorter span of service than Pace 

buses, with most bus activity on the corridor stopping by approximately 8:30pm, creating a gap 

with no service on Halsted between 79th and 95th Street. Pace service runs from 5am to 11pm or 

later. Route 352 provides 24-hour service along between 95th/ Dan Ryan Red Line Station and 

Pace Harvey Transportation Center. 

  

http://www.rtachicago.org/index.php/plan-your-trip/travel-tips/paying-for-your-ride
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 TABLE 4.4: CORRIDOR LOCAL BUS SERVICE 

Operator Route Terminus Span 
Weekday Peak 

Headway 

Weekday Off-

Peak Headway 

Weekend 

Headway 

CTA 8A 

North: 79th & Perry (near 79th 

Street Station) 

South: 127th/Lowe 

Daily: 5:30am ï 9pm 15 min 15-20 min  15-20 min 

CTA 79 
West: Ford City or 79th/Western 

East: 79th/Lakefront 

Daily: 24 hours to 79th/Western; 

6am ï 12:30am to Ford City 
5-7 min 7-20 min 7-14 min 

CTA 954 
West: 87th/Damen 

East: 92nd/Buffalo 

Daily: 24 hours between 

Commercial and 95th Red Line; 

Service to/from 87th/Damen until 

12:30 am  

10-14 min  10-20 min  12-20 min 

CTA 108 
North: 95th Red Line 

South: 127th/Lowe 

Weekday: 5:30am ï 9:30am & 

2pm ï 9pm 
15-19 min 15-20 min n/a 

CTA 112 
West: 111th/Pulaski 

East: 95th Red Line 
Weekday: 4:30am ï 11pm 13-15 min  12-25 min  20-30 min 

Pace 352 

North: 95th Red Line 

South: Chicago Heights 

Terminal or Pace Harvey 

Transportation Center 

Weekday: 24 hours to Harvey 

TC; 5am ï 1am to Chicago 

Heights 

Saturday/Sunday: 24 hours to 

Harvey TC; 6am ï 1am to 

Chicago Heights 

10 min to Harvey 

TC 

30 min to Chicago 

Heights 

15-30 min to 

Harvey TC 

30-60 min to 

Chicago Heights 

15-30 min to 

Harvey TC 

30 min to Chicago 

Heights 

Pace 359 

North: 95th Red Line 

South: Metra Homewood  

Station 

Weekdays: 5am ï 1am 

Saturdays: 6am ï 1am 
20-30 min 40-60 min 60 min 

Pace 381 

West: Moraine Valley 

Community College 

East: 95th Red Line Station 

Weekdays: 5am ï 11pm 

Saturdays: 5am ï 10pm  
20 min 20-30 min 30-60 min 

Source: CTA and Pace, 2018 

Note: Span and headways are approximate 

 

4 Overnight service is provided by Route #N5 South Shore Night Bus, with service between 92nd/Commercial and 

95th/Red Line Terminal 
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FIGURE 4.1: PRIMARY CTA & PACE ROUTES OPERATING ALONG THE CORRIDOR 

 












































































































































