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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Transit agencies network with vendors at 9th annual Transit Symposium 
On Thursday, November 17th, representatives from Pace, as well as RTA, Metra and CTA, participated in an event in which businesses-
-especially minority-owned businesses--were able to network with transit officials and learn more about become vendors for public 
transit agencies.  The event took place at the Chicago Hilton and Towers.   

Over 500 companies from around Chicagoland came to the 9th Annual Transit 
Symposium. The Symposium is a one-day event that creates platforms for mutually 
beneficial relationship among manufacturers, contractors, suppliers and professional 
firms in the transit industry.  The event also provided the opportunity for program 
participants and vendors to interact with agency representatives.   

Reaching out to potential vendors is a high priority for Pace and the other transit 
agencies.  On hand to address the public and talk about their respective agencies were 
Stephen Schlickman, Executive Director of the RTA; G. Richard Tidwell, Deputy 
Executive Director of Metra; T. J. Ross, Executive Director of Pace and Susan 
Plassmeyer, Executive Vice President of Construction Engineering and Facility 
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Pace Executive Director T. J. Ross delivers 
remarks at the Transit Symposium as RTA 

Executive Director Stephen Schlickman looks 
on. 

Maintenance at the CTA.   

Executive Director Ross eagerly welcomed participants, saying, "We are happy to see so 
many of you here today to take advantage of this opportunity to build relationships with 
the transit industry of Northeastern Illinois." 

A procurement overview was given regarding how to conduct business with RTA, CTA, 
Metra and Pace.  Susan Jung Lundy, Pace Purchasing Manager said, “ I am happy about the 
success of the event.  It is a good opportunity for people to get to meet with the vendors.”   She 
added: “There are three major procurement projects that Pace has upcoming: the construction 
of our new headquarters and related equipment and services, the Enterprise Resource 
Planning Systems project, which will help overhaul our current office systems, and contracts 
for paratransit and fixed route bus services.  People that are interested in working with Pace 
should check out our Web site,”  Lundy said. 

Merry Green Promotions Group was instrumental in coordinating this year's Symposium, 
while members of the Transit Symposium Committee planned and promoted it.  Businesses 
interested in next year's event should contact Pace's Bryce Word at 847.228.2450. 

Initiatives like the Annual Transit Symposium and Pace's Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
(DBE) Program demonstrate the agency's commitment to forming partnerships with a diverse 
group of businesses that are seeking the opportunity to make a contribution to the success of 
Pace Suburban Bus. 

Susan Jung Lundy (standing), Section 
Manager for Purchasing and 

Procurement Planning addresses 
vendors on doing business with Pace. 

Pace now provides direct service to three Kane County health centers 
As of Monday, December 5th, Pace made it easier for individuals traveling to hospitals in Geneva and Aurora to use public transit to get 
there.  Both Delnor Community Hospital of Geneva and Provena Mercy Medical Center and the Thompson Rehabilitation Center in 
Aurora are now served by Route 529 Randall Road--5th Street. 

Passengers traveling to Delnor on northbound trips will arrive through the hospital access road at the north entrance. Persons riding on 
southbound trips from Delnor can board the northbound bus and remain on the bus through the Kane County Judicial Center bus stop 
and then proceed to connections south including the Aurora Transportation Center, downtown Aurora and Montgomery. 

Provena has two new bus stop locations on the hospital grounds, as well as the 
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The improved Route 529 helps Kane County 
residents reach medical facilities along 

Randall Road. 

Provena has two new bus stop locations on the hospital grounds, as well as the 
Thompson Center bus stop.  The first stop is new and located on the east side of the 
Outpatient and Surgery Addition.  The second bus stop is on the south side of the 
medical center at the site of the current bus stop.  Pick up and drop off times have been 
adjusted to account for these additional stops. 

A number of entities provided helpful input to Pace in order to make these improvements 
to Route 529 a reality.  Pace would like to acknowledge the following individuals for 
their tireless efforts:  House Speaker J.  Dennis Hastert, State Representatives Tim 
Schmitz, Linda Chapa-LaVia and Patricia Reid Lindner, and Pace Board Member 
Jeffery Schielke.  Members of the Technical Advisory Committee and the Community 
Advisory Group also provided valuable input, and the Aurora Beacon-News provided 
helpful information to its readership.  Pace is pleased to see that these elected officials 
and organizations match its commitment to the riding public. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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