
Moving into the Future

  

Moving into the Future
The Weekly Newsletter from America’s Most Efficient

Suburban Transit Agency 
Vol. II, Number 107 www.pacebus.com 

Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information.

Pace adds smaller  buses to its growing fleet 
At the request of many suburban legislators, mayors and other stakeholders, Pace is adding new smaller, suburban-friendly buses to its 
growing vehicle fleet, which is now the largest small-bus fleet in the United States. 

The new ElDorado E-Z Rider I I  will provide 
ease of service to passengers and the agency 

alike as it is driven throughout the Pace 
service region. 

Pace has started to take delivery of 222 thirty-foot ElDorado E-Z Rider II buses that will 
be used throughout the six-county service area.  Riders can start looking for the new buses 
in the Aurora area as soon as next week.  The new buses all come equipped with Pace's 
Intelligent Bus System (IBS)--a satellite-based communications system that Pace has 
utilized for several years to improve the efficiency and safety of its bus service. 

Executive Director T. J. Ross says, "one of the benefits of the agency's Intelligent Bus 
System is the data compiled on routes and ridership, allowing planners to assign buses 
more efficiently across the region. Because Pace has better information to determine 
passenger distribution, we can get more for our money with these less expensive, slightly 
smaller buses." 

The E-Z Riders will be replacing vehicles that are, in some cases, 13 years old.  The new 
buses are expected to provide significant cost savings to Pace, as they achieve fuel 
mileage that could be 30-40% better than that of Pace's current buses. 

Enhanced passenger convenience is another feature of these ElDorados.  The buses feature low-floor ramps for easy boarding, large 
LED exterior destination signs for easy readability, additional side turn signals for increased visibility by other drivers and pedestrians, 
and bike racks for convenient use by those who might live further than walking distance from a bus route.  The buses also have 
advanced heating and cooling systems, so passengers can ride in comfort even in the most severe weather conditions.  The safety of 
passengers with disabilities is insured with the revolutionary INSIGHT wheelchair securement system.  Wide, padded and upholstered 
passenger seats, complete with Pace's logo on the fabric, will allow for rider comfort during a trip. 
Pace's commitment to environmental consciousness is upheld, as the fluids used in the 
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Pace's commitment to environmental consciousness is upheld, as the fluids used in the 
transmissions and hydraulic systems in the new buses produce lower levels of pollutants.  In 
addition, the new buses use fuel that is 10% soy, which helps both air quality and soybean 
farmers right here in Illinois--the soybean capital of the world. 

Pace's addition of these E-Z Rider II buses to its fleet was featured in the October edition of 
Bus Ride Magazine, the most trusted resource in the bus and motor coach industry for over 40 
years.  

After the initial rollout in the Aurora area, the second set of new ElDorados are headed for 
north Cook County, including Highland Park and Niles, as well as McHenry County, later 
this year.  The entire delivery should be complete by March 2007.  Passengers will find the 
buses more comfortable and environmentally friendly, while Pace staff are looking forward to 
the service efficiencies and cost savings that the buses' technological advancements will bring. 

The seats on the new buses provide extra 
comfort to riders and showcase the Pace 

logo. 

Pace complimented on ADA transition dur ing budget hear ings

An ADA passenger provides input on the 
possible fare change at the October 16 
hearing on Pace©s budget in Chicago. 

At several public hearings in the City of Chicago this week, Pace was commended for its 
handling of the transition of ADA paratransit service from CTA to Pace since July 1. Pace 
was pleased to hear from ADA passengers in attendance who feel the service has 
improved in the past few months. 

Due to the change in state law that gave Pace operational control of ADA service, 
however, a change in fare policy for ADA service in Chicago may be necessary for 
2007.  More information on the fare policy options are available on Pace's 

Pace is required to recoup 10% of the costs of the regional ADA service from passenger 
fares or other outside revenue, such as a municipal or county subsidy. ADA service in 
Chicago currently recovers only 6.6% with its $1.75 fare. 

At the October 17 hearing, Michael Brennan of Metro Seniors in Action commented that public transit service needs to continue to be 
affordable for people with disabilities, and that his group is willing to help persuade the state legislature of the fact that when people with 
disabilities are active, they stay healthier and have access to employment.  Thus, they become less of a burden on the state's and the city's 
public health and public aid resources, so in the long run, an investment in public transit "makes great financial sense."

ADA passengers and members of the public are encouraged to attend any of several upcoming hearings on Pace's 2007 budget.

Public hear ings on Pace 2007 budget: 
City of Chicago (west)

Monday, October 16, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Crane Tech. Prep H.S., 2245 W. Jackson  

City of Chicago (downtown)
Tuesday, October 17, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington  

City of Chicago (nor th)
Wednesday, October 18, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Northside College Prep., 5501 N. Kedzie 

Ave.  

McHenry County
Tuesday, October 24, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Crystal Lake Municipal Complex, 100 W. 
Municipal Complex, Crystal Lake  

Will County
Tuesday, October 24, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Joliet Municipal Building, East Wing Conf. 
Room, 150 West Jefferson St., Joliet  

DuPage County
Wednesday, October 25, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 

South Cook County
Wednesday, October 25, 4:30
Phoenix Village Hall Council Chambers

633 E. 151st St., Phoenix

Southwest Cook County
Thursday, October 26, 4:30

Oak Lawn Village Hall, Council 
Chambers

9446 S. Raymond, Oak Lawn 

West Cook County
Thursday, October 26, 4:30
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City of Chicago (south)
Thursday, October 19, 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Olive-Harvey College, 10001 S. Woodlawn  

Kane County
Tuesday, October 24, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Kane County Government Center, 
Auditorium, Ground Floor, 719 S. Batavia 

Ave., Geneva 

Wednesday, October 25, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Glen Ellyn Village Hall, Clayton Room, 2nd 

Floor, 535 Duane St., Glen Ellyn 

Lake County 
Wednesday, October 25, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Waukegan Public Library, Ray Bradbury 

Room, 128 N. County St., Waukegan 

Thursday, October 26, 4:30
Forest Park Library, 7555 W. Jackson 

Blvd., Forest Park 

North Cook County
Thursday, October 26, 4:30
Pace Headquarters, 550 W. Algonquin 

Rd., Arlington Heights

 Pace Factoid: 
The average ADA paratransit fare among the ten largest U.S. transit systems is $2.22. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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