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Pace isthe suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’ s six-county metropolltan region. Asthe 13th largest
bus agency in the U.S,, Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratranst servicesin nearly 250
‘municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents. Visit the Route Finder for bus route information.

Pace Board proposes 2006 budget with no fare hikes nor service cuts

éAt Tuesday’ s meeting, the Pace Board of Directors approved the proposed 2006 Pace budget, which must now be presented at public
hearingsin each county and to each of the six county boards. Executive Director T.J. Ross began the discussion by stating that due to

projected ridership increases and the use of federal money to close the budget deficit, there is no need for Pace to increase fares or eiminate
bus routes.
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‘Other highlights of Pace® proposed budget include:
*The 2006 operating budget totals $202.3 million and is balanced by moving federal capital
‘funds to the operating budget and using reserves.
., *Ridership is expected to climb by 6.5% or 2.4 million trips. (Pace ridership has aready
i increased 8% through 2005.) Pace will provide nearly 39 million tripsin 2006.
& * The farebox recovery ratio that Pace is required to achieve will be at 35% for 2006, down
= from 40% in 2005, to account for the addition to Pace®budget of $27 million in Chicago
. paratransit service that recovers only 13%.
The monthly fare for vanpool riders will increase about $3 per month per rider to offset the
ignificant fuel price increase.
Before the budget gets the Board' s final approval, it is presented to the public at hearings

‘which will take place later this month at nine different locations. The details can be found
‘below.
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Pace@ capital budget allowsfor preliminary
work on the exciting BRT and transit signal
priority projects.

While not yet officia, the Chicago Transit Auth}ority has proposed eliminating the sale of transfers to customers paying with cash. A future
edition of Moving into the Future will detail the actual impact on Pace riders if this proposal comes to fruition.

Building on the ridership gains of 2005, Pace' s efforts to restructure the bus route network throughout the six-county areawill continuein
2006. Improvements are anticipated in south Cook and Will Counties as a result of the recently begun initiative.

Pace® capital program is also a part of its proposed 2006 budget. Despite using all of its federal money on operations, $29 million from other
sources have been found to enable Pace to replace 18 fixed route buses, 60 paratrangt vehicles and 119 vanpool vehicles. Pace will also be

able to begin the much-anticipated work on its Bus Rapid Transit and Transit Signal Priority projects, which were earmarked in the federal
SAFETEA-LU bill.

Public hearings on Pace® 2006 budget:

Southwest Cook County
North Cook County West Cook County : ) .
Pace Headquarters Forest Park Public Library %tg?o\];VPa(l:(()leeégS:is\,/ S%L;n:élH%hamgers
550 W. Algonquin Rd, Arlington Heights 7555 W. Jackson Blvd., Forest Park Octob .26 4_930 -,6'30 9
October 26, 4:30-6:30pm October 26, 2005 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Ober £b, 4.3Up.m. - 6:59p.m.

Will County

DuPage County Kane County . 7 - .
Glen Ellyn Village Hall Kane County Government Center ‘RQOI iet Municipal Building, East Wing Conference
535 Duane Street, Glen Ellyn 719 S. Batavia Avenue, Geneva 1508 % Jefferson .. Joliet
October 27, 4:30-6:30pm October 26, 4:45-6:45pm October 27, 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
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McHenry County L ake County
Crystal Lake City Hall Waukegan Public Library South Cook County .
. Phoenix Village Hall, Council Chambers
100 W. Municipal Complex, Crystal Lake 128 N. County Street, Waukegan 633 E. 1515 Street. Phoenix
October 25, 4:30-6:30pm October 25, 4:30-6:30pm ; '

October 25, 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Suburbanites ook to 'meet their match' to combat high gas prices

Three weeks ago Pace unveiled its newest Web site feature, the VVanpoal Finder, and in those three weeks, amost 600 people used the feature
to see if other commuters in the six-county region were potential vanpool partners.

The feature was intended to enhance the already successful VIP vanpool program, and became available just as public interest in vanpools
was heightened by rising fuel costs. Users accessed the Vanpool Finder atotal of 3,154 timesin that short period.

To use the Vanpool Finder, smply enter some information about where you start your work
trip and the area where you work. The system will let you know if one of Pace’'sVIP
vanpoolsis aready making the same commute you do.

Should you find one of Pace® 250+ existing vanpool that might work for you, get in touch
with Pace to find out if you can be a participant. If not, Pace®Web site has information about
starting your own vanpool. The cost varies depending on the van, the number of ridersand
the length of your trip. Fare charts and other information are also provided for you. Asa
benefit, Pace vanpool drivers travel for free and get to use the van for 300 persona milesa

month. Each of the variety of Pace®servicesis an economical option. With rising fuel prices, many commuters are

finding Pace vanpools a money-saving
option.
"Movinginto the Future" isaweekly newsl etter provided by Pace Suburban Busto update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progressit makesto

constantly improve. Forward to othersasyou wish. For best results, please print in landscape format. Please submit feedback or remove yourself from the mailing list
by calling 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affai rs@pacebus.com.
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