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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information.

ART buses showcase technology and style at Pace Headquar ters
Smooth cornering, head-turning design, effortless acceleration, a spacious interior, fuel-efficient and technologically advanced in its 
class.  The Mercedes Benz CLS Class?  The Lamborghini Diablo? Perhaps the 2007 Hummer SUT?  Though the previous description 
could apply to these and other luxury cars, it actually applies to the next generation of bus transit vehicles being manufactured by 
American Bus Industries, Inc., or NABI.  Representatives from NABI met with Pace officials to showcase two buses that have been 
touring transit agencies across the United States. 

NABI buses were on display at Pace 
headquarters to show the future of ART 

service in northeastern I llinois. 

Pace is looking to the future by considering vehicles such as these to transport passengers 
along major suburban corridors with a higher-quality service known as Arterial Rapid 
Transit (ART).  Through its restructuring and development of ART routes, Pace wants to 
remake the way the transit vehicles operate on suburban streets in the coming half
Tunde Balvanyos, Bus Rapid Transit Coordinator, spoke about the vision that the agency 
has for improving transit service through the ART concept and with improved vehicles:

"Imagine taking transit vehicles like these to work every workday. You start your day by 
arriving at your local station just before your vehicle arrives because, at home, you 
checked the vehicle’s arrival time on the Pace Web site, so you did not have to wait 
outside. Others at the station are already lined up to board. Passengers at the station know 
that the vehicle is arriving soon from the "countdown sign" informing them of the 
remaining minutes until the vehicle’s arrival. Indeed, you see it coming, recognizing it 
from its distinct color and smooth form.  

"The vehicle pulls in and you walk on immediately, since those getting off are out of your way at the back door. The vehicle stops only 
at locations with high demand, yet it does not stay standing long as people circulate through the vehicle.  The vehicle’s low floor allows 
the elderly and disabled to board with ease and without delay to others. Inside it is spacious, clean and climate-controlled. The 
comfortable chair and smooth ride lull you to relax and enjoy the view from the giant windows, or gives you the opportunity to get some 
work done. 
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"Even if you have a long way to go--perhaps from the south suburbs to the north suburbs--
the ART service is still faster then driving.  The transit does not detour from the arterial 
street and stops only once or twice per mile.  Between stops the vehicle runs with regular 
traffic, as it approaches a busy intersection your transit vehicle bypasses the bumper-to-
bumper traffic as it pulls to the front of the row of cars in a ©queue-bypass lane©.  As the 
light turns green, you are ahead of all the car traffic.  

"As you reach your destination, an automated system announces the bus©s arrival at your 
station. You get off at a well-designed, fully wheelchair-accessible station whose color 
matches that of the vehicle. You can walk to your office, as all stations are safely 
connected to pedestrian-friendly destinations with wide sidewalks." 

If this scenario were real, this mode of transit might be called safe, convenient, 
comfortable, reliable and frequent. At Pace, it is called Arterial Rapid Transit. 

Pace employees Maria Wise, Maureen 
Cellner and Lida Beitelia (l

ART bus before a test ride to the Woodfield 
Mall.  They©re glad they left their purses at 

the office!

Executive Director T. J. Ross speaks with 
David Tomzik (l), Supervisor of Long 

Range Planning, about the performance of 
the bus. 

Arterial Rapid Transit (ART) is a modern rubber-tired transit mode.  It is quick to deploy
from design to completion of construction within a few years.  It reaches a large number of 
people who currently may not have transit service as well as markets and destinations that 
cannot feasibly be served by rail.  Most importantly, it is the least expensive
rapid transit services. 

On Tuesday, October 3, Pace officials and employees were given a test drive from Pace 
Headquarters to the Northwest Transportation Center in Schaumburg near Woodfield 
Mall.  While it traveled on Golf Road, onlookers passed alongside modern public transit 
coach to have a look at a vehicle that has been described by many as "a train without the 
tracks." 

Maria Wise, Risk Management Administrator, was one of the lucky ones to test
new transit vehicle that day.  "The vehicle has a very smooth ride.  There is a special 
surface on the floor that prevents people from slipping.  I work with workers© 
compensation claimants and it can be costly if someone were to hurt themselves.  I felt that 
the seats were so well cushioned and comfortable that you could take a whole day©s trip 
and not feel any discomfort whatsoever," Wise said. 

Executive Director T. J. Ross was among the Pace officials who rode the ART bus that day.  “As we were traveling I couldn
to express how wonderful these buses would be in our region to everyone. The entire concept of ART service in high-traffic corridors, 
along with the use of these magnificent vehicles, will be tremendously beneficial in transporting our passengers to their destinations and 
move Pace further along as a premiere 21st Century transit provider,”  Ross said.  

Pace’s Arterial Rapid Transit Network for the Region (PARTNER) Program will provide a high quality transit service for northeastern 
Illinois residents to make better connections on great vehicles in a growing region. 

Pace Board releases 2007 budget for  public hear ing 
At its board meeting yesterday, October 11, the Pace Board of Directors unanimously voted on a proposed budget for 2007. This 
proposed budget will now be presented to all six county boards, as well as to the public at a series of 13 public hearings.

Pace©s 2007 budget comes in two parts--one concerning suburban service, and another concerning the regional ADA paratransit service. 
This latter component to the budget is based on a legislative requirement, passed by the Illinois General Assembly, which gave Pace the 
operational responsibility for ADA paratransit but required the Regional Transportation Authority to fund the program in full.

The suburban service is projected to cost $166 million in 2007, with ridership expected to rise by 3.1% to an annual total of 38.3 million 
trips. High fuel prices is one of several factors in the projected increase. 
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No fare increase is planned for suburban bus service in 2007, although vanpool fees will rise by $3 per month to counter rising fuel costs. 
A fare increase may be necessary for Chicago ADA passengers, who currently pay $1.75, which is lower than the $3.00 and $2
for suburban riders. Several options for revenue enhancements for Chicago ADA service will be presented at the public hearings. The 
public is encouraged to attend and give input on these options. 

The Chicago ADA fare change is necessary to comply with state law, which states that the regional ADA service must recover at least 
10% of its costs through passenger revenue or outside subsidy. The regional ADA paratransit service is expected to cost $91 millio
2007, for the 35,000 registered users in Chicago and the suburbs. 

Pace expects to receive approximately $84 million of the $166 million of the revenue required for suburban service from the RTA sales 
tax. Fully $57 million comes from fares--making Pace©s 36% recovery ratio the highest in the nation for a transit agency that does not 
serve a central business district. Another $23 million is needed, from a yet-undetermined source, to close Pace©s 2007 budget deficit.

Public hear ings on Pace 2007 budget: 
City of Chicago (west)

Monday, October 16, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Crane Tech. Prep H.S., 2245 W. Jackson  

City of Chicago (downtown)
Tuesday, October 17, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington  

City of Chicago (north)
Wednesday, October 18, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Northside College Prep., 5501 N. Kedzie 

Ave.  

City of Chicago (south)
Thursday, October 19, 7:00-9:00 p.m.

Olive-Harvey College, 10001 S. Woodlawn  

Kane County
Tuesday, October 24, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Kane County Government Center, 
Auditorium, Ground Floor, 719 S. Batavia 

Ave., Geneva 

McHenry County
Tuesday, October 24, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Crystal Lake Municipal Complex, 100 W. 
Municipal Complex, Crystal Lake  

Will County
Tuesday, October 24, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

Joliet Municipal Building, East Wing Conf. 
Room, 150 West Jefferson St., Joliet  

DuPage County
Wednesday, October 25, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Glen Ellyn Village Hall, Clayton Room, 

2nd Floor, 535 Duane St., Glen Ellyn 

Lake County 
Wednesday, October 25, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Waukegan Public Library, Ray Bradbury 

Room, 128 N. County St., Waukegan 

South Cook County
Wednesday, October 25, 4:30
Phoenix Village Hall Council Chambers

633 E. 151st St., Phoenix

Southwest Cook County
Thursday, October 26, 4:30

Oak Lawn Village Hall, Council Chambers
9446 S. Raymond, Oak Lawn 

West Cook County
Thursday, October 26, 4:30

Forest Park Library, 7555 W. Jackson Blvd., 
Forest Park 

North Cook County
Thursday, October 26, 4:30

Pace Headquarters, 550 W. Algonquin Rd., 
Arlington Heights

 Pace Factoid: 
Metro Magazine has ranked Pace Suburban Bus as the 6th largest transit carr ier in Nor th Amer ica, up from 13th in 2005.

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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