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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th largest 
bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Updated routes to be launched in Aurora on October  24th
New service on Randall Road 

Most industries couldn't survive by offering the same product for twenty years.  Public transportation is no different, and Pace's Vision 2020 
Plan seeks to modernize and update the suburban bus route network in a comprehensive manner for the first time since Pace's creation in 
1984.  The Fox Valley/Southwest DuPage Initiative, the most recent of the regional bus route restructuring efforts, began in the middle of 
2004.  To help redesign bus routes in the Aurora/Naperville area, Pace Suburban Bus utilized ridership data, focus groups, public forums, 
telephone surveys and on-board surveys to gather travel data from current and potential riders. 
A new bus route on Randall Road is the centerpiece of the improvements being made in the 
area.  “We are looking forward to the success of Route 529, which can be attributed to the 
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area.  “We are looking forward to the success of Route 529, which can be attributed to the 
cooperation between Pace and its stakeholders in working toward the goal in achieving a high 
level of suburban mobility,”   said Sue Rushing, Government Affairs Representative.   

The improvements are certainly timely, as many commuters are looking for alternatives to 
driving due to the high price of gas.  Implementation of restructured Aurora area routes go 
into effect on Monday, October 24, 2005. 

A Technical Advisory Committee, comprised of planners, engineers, RTA and Metra, and a 
Community Advisory Group, comprised of township and municipal representatives, and 
business/community groups were established. They guided the planning process and provided 
recommendations. Communities involved in the process included Aurora, North Aurora, 
Montgomery, Warrenville, Naperville and Woodridge.  

All 12 routes in the Aurora area were studied to streamline passenger commutes and to revise 
routes to ensure our passengers are getting to where they want to go. The studies also 
attempted to identify new destinations not currently served and to make the Pace system more 
efficient.  

Deputy Executive Director Mike Bolton 
highlights changes to bus routes in Aurora at 
a Kane County Council of Mayors meeting. 

Patrick Wilmot, Pace's Community Liaison for the Fox Valley/Southwest DuPage Initiative said, “We look at this a win/win situation for 
everyone involved, passengers and communities alike, who have told us what their needs are and by addressing these needs, our ridership 
goes up, the air is cleaner and traffic congestion is reduced.”   

The initiative resulted in the following improvements, among many others: a one-seat ride from west Aurora to Naperville (Route 530); Pace 
Route 535 will now serve the Route 59 retail district formerly served by Route 530; and some routes are combined in other parts of the area in 
order to streamline service.  For those in and around Aurora, one or more of these updated bus routes may meet your commuting needs.  
Please contact Pace for more information on the new services. 

Pace showcases improvements at annual IML Conference 

Hundreds of mayors, village presidents, city councilmen and trustees gathered in Chicago last week for the 92nd annual Illinois Municipal 
League conference.  Pace Suburban Bus hosted many of the northeastern Illinois contingent at its booth, where staff distributed information 
about Pace bus routes, Pace’s bus route restructuring efforts and the new regionalization of ADA paratransit. 
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In a booth resembling a Pace bus, staff fielded questions from municipalities from all over the 
region.  Mayors in southern Cook and Will Counties were especially interested in the 
upcoming restructuring initiative taking place in that region, while those in DuPage asked 
about potential changes to routes in the Naperville area and a possible extension of Route 747 
to western DuPage County. 

While many attendees were able to interact with Pace at the Conference, Pace is always 
available to participate in local events as well.  If you are interested in having Pace materials or 
a Pace representative available at a town hall meeting or other forum within the six-county 
Pace region, please contact Bryce D. Word. 

Heeding the President's advice?  Pace can help! 

Last week, President George W. Bush urged federal employees and all Americans to help conserve energy by driving less, or carpooling, or 
taking mass transit.  Such advice only makes sense for your family's budget, as well, as gas prices are higher than ever, providing many with 
an extra incentive to seek out alternative forms of transportation.  Pace has a variety of services to meet the transportation needs of those who 
would prefer not to drive, as outlined by Pace Executive Director T.J. Ross in a letter to the editor of the Daily Southtown on October 5. 
"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it makes to 
constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from the mail ing l ist 
by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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