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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region. As
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services
municipalities conssting of 5.2 million residents. Vigt the Route Finder for bus route informatio

TFIC Conference highlights need for additional transportatior

On Wednesday, September 20, members of the Transportation for Illinois Coalition convened in Chicago to discuss isc
transit. Pace Executive Director T.J. Ross spoke about Pace's ongoing strategic plan, which asserts the need for asigni
of suburban transit service. Pace is charged with serving 5 million suburban residents, and the 35,000 registered ADA
Chicago with abudget of only $257 million. Many low-density areas of northeastern Illinois are hence left without vial
despite a growing need.

Pace's strategic plan is directly tied to the RTA's initiative, Moving Beyc
The MBC campaign also makes the case for additional funding for publi
but also including Metraand CTA service. The RTA created aweb site
government entities and corporations can sign on to become partnersin t
apartner allows an interested party to provide input into the plan.

Other attendees at the TFIC conference included I[llinois Chamber of Co
Doug Whitley, State AFL-CIO President Margaret Blackshere and Mike
Secretary-Treasurer for the AFL-CIO.

Pace buses, like the one above, play a vital
rolein transporting northeast I llinois
residents and reliving congestion in the
region.

| PTA announces legislators, employee of the year

The Illinois Public Transportation Association held its fall conference last week in Springfield. Leadership was the ther
event, and as aways, IPTA presented awards to its statewide employee of the year and two legidators of the year.

The 2006 legidators of year were Senator John Sullivan of Quincy, and Representative Kathy Ryg of Vernon Hills. S
was instrumental in downstate transit issues. He attended the conference and talked about the need for transportation of
and the disabled in his largely rural district.

Representative Ryg, who chairs the Paratransit Subcommittee of the House's Mass Transit
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Committee, helped secure state funding for ADA paratrangit service in northeastern
[llinois. The $54 million appropriated in the FY 07 state budget covers a portion of the
estimated $91 million in ADA paratransit expenses that Pace will incur over that time
period.

The 2006 employee of the year was Ron Barton, a mechanic at Springfield Mass Transit
Didtrict. He has exhibited tremendous leadership during his 33 yearsat SMTD, mentoring
fellow employees and leading by example. His coworkers described him as dependable,
knowledgeable and a pleasure to work with. Barton's family and coworkers were on hand
to witness him receiving the award, as were many of his coworkers.

While avast number of excellent, dedicated employees work for transt agencies across
[llinois, IPTA's selection committee was proud to name Barton as a fine example of
excellencein the field.

Senator John Sullivan &
IPTA Legidator of the

Village of Wood Dale buys Pace van for only $1.00

On Tuesday, September 26th officials from suburban Wood Dale met with Municipal V anpool representatives from Pe
purchase their community van for atotal price of $1.00. The Pace Municipal V anpool Program alows for Wood Dale
communities within the six county region to supplement transit in their area by leasing vans from the agency to be utiliz

rides to their community residents.

The Municipal Vanpool Program was started in late 2000 as part of the Vision 2020 initiative to come up with innovati
non traditional ways to improve public transportation in northeastern Illinois. Wood Dale not only holds the distinctior
community to participate in the program in early 2001 but also the first to purchase their vehicle at the end of their agre

When Wood Dale entered the program they leased alift equipped 6 pass
was used to trangport residents with disabilities. The program worked st
village that they are currently leasing a second van from Pace that has be

addition to their fleet.

Doug McDougall, Vanpool Services Representative, explained how wel

Dale officials worked together. "They are an excellent community to wc

vanpool program. Wood Dale has developed innovative ideas to promo

and worked very well with surrounding communities and townshipsin r

Jeff Mermuys, Wood Dale Assistant City  transit services', McDougall said. "They also maintained their vehicle qi

Manager and Doug McDougall, Pace  provided an excellent group of drivers. In addition, they went 5 yearsw
Vanpool Representative, finalizetheir ~ accidents or incidents of any kind", McDougall said.

transaction for the City to permanently
receive their van.

Patrick Wilmot, Government Affairs Representative, said that “Wood Daeis a great
example of what the Municipal V anpool Program was designed for. The community had

trancnartatiAan nAanAe AnA LnrAan AR A A L eA HhAavian Ta HhA mannAar nAanAccAn A raank Hhaea
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needs.”

In order to purchase a van from Pace a community must participate in the vanpool
program for aminimum of one year. If thevanisin usefor 5 years and the community
has been in good standing with the agency for that period then there is the option of
purchasing the van for $1.00.

Pace Suburban Bus has the second largest vanpool program in the country with Seattle,
King County, Washington being at the number one spot. Currently there are 637 Pace
vansthat are assisting communities in providing transit support to their residents. Of that
number 90 of those vehicles are part of the Municipal Vanpool Program. It isthe agency's

goal to surpass Sedttle by the end of 2006. The Municipal V anpool Program isyet one Doug McDougall and Wi

more example of how Pace not only works tirelessly to assist communities with agﬁgﬁ,ﬂf;i? gzr(;/lvs;rr
transportation alternatives but also to find ways to create and strengthen community fleet

relationships throughout the region. For further information please contact Pace at 847-
364-7223.

Pace Factoid:

Pace'sdaily ridership for August 2006 was 134,859, 6 % above August of 2005 with the aver age being

"Movinginto the Future" isaweekly newd etter provided by Pace Suburban Busto update interested parties on the services Pace provides a
makes to constantly improve. Forward to others asyou wish. For best results, please print in landscape format. Please submit feedback or rt
themailinglist by calling 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.
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