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Moving into the Future

The Weekly Newd etter from America’ s Most Efficient
Suburban Transit Agency

|Vo|. I, Number 56 | www.pacebus.com August 18, 2005

Pace isthe suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’ s six-county metropolitan region. Asthe 13th largest
bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratranst servicesin nearly 250
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents. Vidt the Route Finder for bus route information.

Faster travel times for passengers coming soon thanksto SAFETEA-LU bill
On Wednesday, Presdent George W. Bush visited Montgomery, IL--one of the 210

municipalities served by Pace Suburban Bus--to sign the major, six-year federal surface
transportation authorization bill. Not only did residents of the six-county area get to host the
President of the United States to the region, but they will also see a significant improvement
in bus service as aresult of severd of the projects included in the legidation.

U.S. House Speaker Dennis Hastert welcomed President Bush to his congressional district
at the bill signing ceremony. He was flanked by many key members of Congress who
authored the legidation, as well as members of both parties from the Illinois Congressional
delegation.

_ _ _ Thelong-awaited bill isaboon to Pace and public transportation in northeastern Illinois. In
President Bush signsthe SAFETEA-LU hill - al|, Pace was avarded seven earmarked projects, two of which were authorized and five of
at Montgomery® Caterpillar Plant. which had dollar anounts obligated, totaling over $4 million. Seethe list of projects below.

The main focus of Pace's requests--Bus Rapid Transit and Transit Signal Priority--wasan | \H
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improvement in the speed of buses, which has many benefits. Of course, bus passengers _ _
can travel more quickly to their destinations, making public transportation a more attractive | Pace Projectsin SAFETEA-L U:
.z?[lternatla\t(.e to thSet autor:pohb!le. I?ut [ ; aqldltlopt, trge _redu?trllon in tratvsetl attl mef hel t[))Is Péace I'(iwer Cermak Road Transit Signal Priority (Sen. Obama)

its operating costs, which is extremely important given the current state of public transi Pace bus purchase (Cong. Davis)
funding in the region. Cicero Ave. Transit Signal Priority  (Cong. Rush)
Rand Road Transit Signal Priority  (Cong. Bean)
The last two projectsin the list at right were included under New Fixed Guideway Projects, §0Uth Suburban Bus Rapid Transit (Cong. Jackson)
Preliminary Engineering, commonly referred to as“New Starts.” They are now eligible for *ggj?“gé aRdOS?J EF‘;S r‘i"a‘pT":aE;.‘"‘t”S't (é;f]‘gbﬁfg’i'sg
future federal funding in subsequent appropriations bills. More information on al these % '

projects can be found on the Federal Projects page. * Authorized to receive future funding; no dollar

amount obligated in thislegidation.
Pace wishes to thank the sponsors of these projects for their overwhelming support of the

agency.

Pace's sster agencies, Metra and the Chicago Transit A uthority, also received several earmarks. Certainly, Pace seeksto work closely with
Metra on the plans for shuttle bus service to the STAR Line and Southeast Line, aswell aswith planners from other agencies on the O'Hare
western access project and CREATE.

Theregion as awhole will aso be the recipient of an estimated $500 million more in formula capital funding over the six-year life of the bill
than it received under TEA-21. Speaker Hastert and the members of the Illinois delegation were tremendously successful in doing their part
to make sure that transit agencies can make the capital improvements necessary to better serve the 8 million people who live in northeastern
[llinois.

CATSseeksto allocate funding for Pace transit improvement projects

Pace passengers stand to reap the benefits of millions of dollarsin new vehicles and expanded bus service if the Chicago Area Transportation
Study (CATS) Work Program Committee's recommendations are enacted. On Friday, CATS released for public comment its funding award
recommendations for Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) grants. The Committee awarded Pace Suburban Bus
nearly $8 million in federal funding for projects that enhance air quality and ease traffic congestion.
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The Pace Community V ehicles program, one of three projects dated to receive funding, is
for the purchase of 35 vehicles-vans, trolleys and alternative fuel vehicles--for use in Pace's
community-based transit network. Community-based services include demand response
and fixed bus routes, depending on the travel market. Many communities throughout the
region have requested that Pace provide vehicles and help them design a service that they

would then operate, similar to the current Municipal V anpool program.

These vehicles will be used to expand Pace' s local transit network and will support Pace's

Vision 2020 community transit nefwork. V ehicles might be used, for instance, astrain

station feeders in rush hours and as "demand-response” the rest of the day. Or, a

community may want atrolley to operate as a community circulator to reach shopping and ~ Many new vanswill be available for Pace®

recreation destinations. vanpool program if a CMAQ grant is
approved.

The second project seeking funds is the Pace V anpool Program. This program, in its 14th
year, has been atremendous success for Pace. Asthe second largest public vanpool
program in the nation, new vehicles are needed every year to meet demand. Pace hopes a
CMAQ grant will alow the program to expand once again in 2006 with the purchase of 90
vans of varioustypes.

The final recommended Pace project is the extension of Route 747 DuPage Connection.
Currently, Route 747 provides rush hour service along Roosevelt Road between the
Wheaton Metra Station and the CTA Forest Park Blue Line station via Oakbrook Center.
Trolleysare an attractive option for CMAQ funding will allow this heavily used route to be extended westward to include job-
communitieslooking to provide circulator  rich areas of West Chicago and St. Charles and terminate at the Charlestowne Mall.
service to a downtown.
Do these projectsinterest you? If so, please let the CATS Work Program Committee know! The period for written comment on CMAQ
funding recommendations continues through September 10, 2005. Written comments on the proposed CMA Q program may be sent by mail,
fax, e-mail or in person to the Chicago Area Transportation Study at the address below. Please include the phrase “CMAQ Comments’ in the
subject area when commenting viae-mail.

Chicago Area Transportation Study
Attn: CMAQ Comments

300 West Adams, 2nd Floor
Chicago, IL 60606
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FAX: 312/793-3481
Emall: publiccomments@catsmpo.com

SCR helps Pace serve suburbanites with disabilities

A strong relationship with the private sector has helped Pace's paratransit program become one of the highest-quality and most cost-effective
of itskind in the country. One of the organizations that partners with Pace, Chicago's SCR Medical Tr. ion, is used to transport
people who have applied for ADA certification to the RTA testing Sites.

To use ADA paratrangt service, an individual with adisability must be registered with RTA, and RTA, to ensure compliance with federal
law, administers in-person tests for all applicants at various locations throughout the region. Pace, through companies such as SCR, provides
the transportation to the testing site free of charge for many of these applicants. SCR, which stands for Sensitive, Caring and Responsive, has
been providing transportation on behalf of Pace since April 1, 2005.
Pace's mutually beneficial relationship with SCR is even more noteworthy given the recent
passage of state legidation that makes Pace the regional ADA paratransit provider. SCRis
one of the companies currently under contract with CTA to provide that service in the City
of Chicago. The trangtion of this service from CTA to Pace on July 1, 2006 is expected to
cause minimal inconvenience as aresult of the ongoing relationship between Pace and the
current Chicago provider.

Charles Rhea, Bus Operations Assistant and Robert Wilson, Contract Carrier Specialit,
serve as the liaisons between SCR and Pace. "They pick up potential RTA clients anywhere
from Wisconsin to Indiana and take people to certification sitesin Alsip, Naperville,
Chicago and Libertyville", says Wilson.

The SCR fleetishoused in their south side  Rhea adds, "we are very impressed by their unique operation. They are adequately staffed,
Chicago facility. their garage is enormous, it's family-owned and their dispatch center iswell manned." SCR
has 160 drivers and 150 fleet vehicles and has been in the transit industry for 20 years.

The agreement between SCR and Pace demonstrates Pace's commitment to providing both efficient trangt service to persons with disabilities
but also to forming business relationships with entities throughout northeastern Illinois for the benefit of the taxpayers and passengers. To
apply for ADA paratransit service, please contact the RTA at 312-913-3200.

"Movinginto the Future" isaweekly newsl etter provided by Pace Suburban Busto update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progressit makesto
constantly improve. Forward to othersasyou wish. Please submit feedback or remove yourself from the mailing list by calling 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to
govt.affai rs@pacebus.com.
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