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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Transit leaders gather  for  Moving Beyond Congestion campaign 
Led by Pace Board Chairman John Case, several Pace Board members and Executive Director T.J. Ross joined officials from their sister 
agencies and dozens of elected officials and other interested parties last Monday at Union Station for the announcement of a plan to 
improve regional transportation, “Moving Beyond Congestion.”   

Pace Chairman John Case advocated for a 

A crowd of more than 100 partners for transit convened in the historic Great Hall to 
show their support for the Regional Transportation Authority’s strategic planning effort. 
The RTA is leading this joint campaign with all three area transit agencies–Metra, CTA 
and Pace--to create and fund a modern transit network for the six counties of 
northeastern Illinois.

An improved public transportation system that meets growing transportation demands 
and reduces congestion would require additional funding. Several state legislators, 
including House Paratransit Subcommittee Chair Kathy Ryg (D-Vernon Hills) and Mass 
Transit Committee Minority Spokesman Sidney Mathias (R-Buffalo Grove), discussed 
recent and future legislative initiatives that enable the expansion of transit service. 
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Pace Chairman John Case advocated for a 
universal fare card at the July 25 press 

conference. 

“People want options in their commutes,”  said Ryg, who also touted the recent 
successful ADA paratransit service transition from CTA to Pace. 

In his remarks at the event, Chairman Case said he hoped to see real funding solutions come from this effort. He noted that large parts of 
the suburbs have no access to public transit, a situation Pace seeks to change if the funding is available to do so.  

“ It’s time we worked together to give the people of our region the kind of service they 
need and deserve,”  Case commented. He added “we need to work quickly and develop 
good ideas”  that will create a seamless fare system and provide more north/south 
suburban trips.  Pace Board members Al Larson, Vern Squires, Jeff Schielke and Rick 
Kwasneski were also in attendance to support the initiative. 

RTA Executive Director Steve Schlickman outlined the motives behind this strategic 
plan, including the fact that northeastern Illinois residents each waste $1000 per year in 
time and fuel due to traffic congestion. The RTA system also requires an extra $600 
million per year in capital funding simply to maintain its current fleet of trains and buses.

To learn more about Moving Beyond Congestion and becoming a "Partner for Transit," 
visit the newly created Web site for this strategic plan.  

Rep. Kathy Ryg discussed recent legislative 
activity that has helped commuters in 

northeastern I llinois.  

Pace Municipal Vanpool Program keeps citizens of Berwyn connected 
On Friday, July 14th, Pace Suburban Bus attended an event in suburban Berwyn to recognize Berwyn©s participation in Pace©s 
Municipal Vanpool Program and the grand opening of Berwyn©s first Senior Information Center.  The City of Berwyn, through the Pace 
program, received two new Pace vans to provide transportation to its residents. 
Pace created the Municipal Vanpool Program (MVP) in 2001 as a way for communities 
to supplement transportation in their area. Municipalities, local units of government and 
government-funded programs and agencies located in the Pace six-county region are 
eligible to participate.  Van recipients pay only $270 per month for each van and can use 
the vehicles to provide transportation in any manner they choose. 

On hand to help celebrate the beginning of Berwyn©s participation in Pace©s Municipal 
Vanpool program were Berwyn Mayor Michael O©Connor; Berwyn Alderman Michele 
Skryd; state Senator Martin Sandoval; Robert Rutkowski, C.O.O. of MacNeal Hospital; 
Frank Paduch, Berwyn©s Senior Advocate; Lizbeth Mendez of the Illinois Attorney 
General©s office; Berwyn©s Outreach Director, Jeanmarie Hagar; and Leondria 

 (L to R): Robert Rutkowski, Alderman 
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Blackman, Government Affairs Representative for Pace. 

Berwyn©s two new Pace vans are used in their Senior Bus service, which provides 
transportation to senior citizens and the disabled.  Transportation is crucial in these 
communities to allow residents to maintain their independence at an affordable price. 

(L to R): Robert Rutkowski, Alderman 
Michele Skryd, Mayor Michael O©Connor, 
Frank Paduch and Leondria Blackman 

celebrate the beginning of Berwyn©s 
Municipal Vanpool Program. 

Blackman was actively involved with Berwyn officials in securing the necessary contracts and in delivering the two new vehicles. "The 
city of Berwyn reached out to Pace for an alternative in transportation for their seniors and disabled residents," Blackman said. "We 
proposed that the Pace MVP Program would meet that need perfectly." 

The Berwyn Senior Bus is available Monday through Friday from 9 am to 5 pm. Those eligible for the service pay only a nominal fee 
for their ride.  Representatives of entities interested in having a Pace Municipal Vanpool in their communities should contact Virgil Giles, 
Senior Government Affairs Representative, at 847-228-2400. 

 Pace Factoid:  
Traffic delays in nor theastern I llinois are 5.5 times worse now than in 1983. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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