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Moving into the Future

The Weekly Newd etter from America’ s Most Efficient
Suburban Transit Agency
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July 28, 2005

Pace isthe suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’ s six-county metropolitan region. Asthe 13th largest
bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratranst servicesin nearly 250
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents. Vidt the Route Finder for bus route information.

Disability community welcomes Paceto its 2005 Pride Parade

On Saturday, July 23, hundreds of people braved the heat to help celebrate the 15th
anniversary of the passage of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act by participating in
Chicago's 2005 Disability Pride Parade. Mayor Richard J. Daley officialy proclaimed July
23'd as Disability Pride Day in Chicago.

Many Pace staff and two Pace vehicles participated in the parade in Chicago's West Loop
neighborhood. Thisyear's parade's theme was “Unity Builds Community.” Many other
people representing agencies that assist people with disabilities were on hand as well, such as
the Institute on Disability Culture (whose Steve Brown served as Grand Marshal), Not Dead
Y et, West Suburban A ssociation of the Deaf, Progress Center for Independent Living, Access
Living, the Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities and Lake County Center for
Independent Living.
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Two Pace vehicles and many staffers
accompanied Saturday@ Disability Pride
Parade.
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Both Pace vehicles were equipped with wheelchair lifts, symbolic of the fact that al of Pace's
1,039 fixed route and paratransit buses are wheelchair accessible. Pace became fully
accessible more than two years ago and was the first bus system in the state of Illinoisto do
s0. Pace staff also distributed flyers with bus service information and giveaways.

The buses featured banners announcing that Pace is proud to serve people with disabilities.
For years, Pace has enjoyed a reputation as one of the leading paratransit providersin the
nation, both in terms of the quantity and quality of its service.

Judi Kulm, one of the Pace staffersin attendance, commented: "being here brought a greater
awareness of Pace in general to amuch wider audience. We were enthusiastically thanked by
parade organizers for being there. Members of our own ADA Advisory Committee expressed
their hope that this will be an annual event for usal. It was very uplifting.”

Pace Paratransit Department employees
Mary Beth Clark and Tom Groeninger greet
onlookers at Saturday@® parade.

One of the participating groups, the Illinois Center for Rehabilitation and Education-
Roosevelt (ICRE-R) Foundation will be hosting a rummage sale at the school this Saturday,
July 30, from 10am-4pm in the parking lot. This sale raises money to assist sudents who will
be transitioning out of ICRE-R and into their new environments.

If you have something to donate to the ICRE-R Foundation, please bring it to the school
where it will be stored for Saturday's sale. They seek toys, clothes, furniture and other items
in good working order. Unsold itemswill be donated to charity.

The school islocated at 1950 W. Roosevelt Road in Chicago. The ICRE-R Foundation Pace River Divison Manager Bill Lynch and
looks forward to seeing you this Saturday! Deputy Executive Director Melinda Metzger
show they are " proud to serve the disabled
community.”

Village of Niles and Pace partner in land use and transit project

Anongoing Pace/RTA study in the Village of Niles could soon result in easier access to public transportation and a more pedestrian-friendly
environment for residents along Milwaukee Avenue. With the help of agrant from RTA, Nilesis pursuing transit oriented development
(TOD) in the corridor.
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TOD incorporates amix of uses (residential, commercial and entertainment, among others), is designed to maximize accessto public
transportation and often encourages transit ridership. A TOD neighborhood typically centers around arail station or busroute and is
surrounded by relatively high-density development. TOD's generadly have a diameter of one-quarter to one-half mile, which alows greater
walkability.

Many communities encourage TOD because they favor locating residential, retail, office and
open space development within walking distance of public transit facilities in away that
makes it convenient for residents to travel by means other than the car.

Tom Radak, Pace's Senior Project Manager of Long Range Planning, has been closely
involved with many suburban TOD plans. "Paceisinvolved in every TOD and RTAP
[Regional Technical Assistance Program] study. RTAP was created by the RTA to direct
communities to the resources available for preliminary transit planning and technical
assistance,” Radak explained. "The goals are to increase transit use, alleviate congestion,
improve air quality, improve mobility for people with disabilities, improve job access,
improve accessibility to transit and reduce reliance on autos," Radak said.

Developers are witnessing the value of
locating homes and businesses within
walking distance of the Mount Prospect
Metra station.

Through RTAP, Pace has been working closely with the RTA, Metra and local communities
to assure a strong public transit presence during the studies. The agency advises communities
on how they can improve bus access in and out of Metra stations and community transit
centers, speed the flow of trangit viatraffic signal priority and create seamless connectivity
between all modes of trangit in addition to providing passenger amenities such as improved
shelters, "next bus" information, bike racks and better sgnage.

The current study in Nilesinvolves five miles of the Milwaukee Avenue corridor. The
corridor aready contains amix of commercial, residentia and light industrial uses. The
surrounding area is densely populated with both single- and multi-family homes. This
corridor is also well served by transit. Pace Route 270 runs the length of the corridor from
Golf Mill Mall to the north and Jefferson Park CTA station to the south. Several routes

Condominiums and office buildings have  intersect the corridor including Route 290 and Route 226.

sprung up around the Arlington Heights

Metra station in a prime example of transit Pace and the Village of Niles hope the end result of the study will be an integrated plan of

oriented development. trangit-supportive land use, which will enhance the transit- and pedestrian-friendly climate

along Milwaukee Avenue. For more information on planning for transit oriented
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development in your community, please contact Tom Radak.

"Movinginto the Future" isaweekly newsl etter provided by Pace Suburban Busto update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progressit makesto
constantly improve. Forward to othersasyou wish. Please submit feedback or remove yourself from the mailing list by calling 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to
govt.affai rs@pacebus.com.

2005 Pace Suburban Bus
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