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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Public invited to help reduce congestion and strengthen transit 

The transit agencies in northeastern I llinois 
are asking the public to help make the case 
for improved public transit--and reduced 

traffic congestion--in the region. 

On Tuesday, July 25, the transit agencies in northeastern Illinois are gathering at historic 
Union Station in Chicago to announce a new initiative, called "Moving Beyond 
Congestion," aimed at improving public transportation in the region. 

RTA, Pace, Metra and CTA leadership are speaking at the Moving Beyond Congestion 
press conference at 10 a.m. at the Station, which is located at 225 S. Canal Street in 
downtown Chicago. Anyone interested in the effort can stop by to learn more about it 
and show their support.

The Moving Beyond Congestion program seeks to reach out to the public with its vision 
for a modernized and expanded public transit system. While it may be clear to commuters 
who work in northeastern Illinois that expanded public transit is necessary to maintain the 
economic vitality of the region, transit agency leaders need the support of others to help 
make the case to elected officials that increased investment in transit is necessary, 
worthwhile and beneficial. 
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Anyone can join the campaign and become a Partner in Transit.  Interested parties should visit the initiative’s web site, 
www.MovingBeyondCongestion.org for more information about what Moving Beyond Congestion hopes to accomplish. On the site, 
residents, transit riders, community leaders, and employers can sign up to become a Partner and take a survey that welcomes general 
comments on transit and congestion issues.

One of the important messages Moving Beyond Congestion hopes to send is that even those who do not use public transit benefit from it; 
more ridership on transit reduces the number of vehicles on the area©s roadways, which reduces traffic congestion for those who do drive. 
Together the RTA, CTA, Metra and Pace are working to together on a Strategic Plan for transportation that can beat the problem of 
gridlock and truly address the needs of our growing northeastern Illinois region. 

Successful r idership leads to expanded service in Oswego 
In 2004, Pace Suburban Bus began a partnership with the Village of Oswego to provide transportation for commuters who travel from 
Kendall County to the Aurora Transportation Center. With the help of a federal CMAQ grant, the Orchard Road Park-and-Ride was 
built, and transit service began with two 12-passenger vans.  After some initial ridership growth, a 15-passenger van was added to the 
fleet.  

In only two years, the Oswego Park-and-Ride program has become a major success.  As a result, the Village Board recently approved an 
amended contract with Pace which, beginning August 21, will operate two 35-foot buses to transport the ever-growing ridership on the 
popular Route 907.  The bus fare on Route 907 is only $1.25, and parking is free at the Orchard Road lot. 
The service has continued to grow in popularity through the first half of this year. In 
May, 
the average daily ridership of 101 was the highest in the route©s history.  Average daily 
ridership from February 2005 to June 2006 has increased 39%. August 21 will bring not 
only larger vehicles to accommodate the growing number of passengers, but also a 
revised schedule to allow passengers to reach downtown Chicago in a more timely 
fashion.  

Sue Rushing, Government Affairs Specialist, was actively involved in representing Pace 
in its discussions with the Village regarding Route 907.   "The growth in ridership is a 
sure sign that Oswego commuters recognize the value of Pace providing reliable and 
cost-effective service in the Fox Valley," Rushing said.  

A 35-foot bus like this one will be used on 
Route 907 beginning next month. 

Innovative, flexible transportation projects, such as Oswego©s Route 907, demonstrate Pace©s emergence as a transit leader. Mututally 
beneficial partnerships with communities like the Village of Oswego make bus service more responsive to local needs and allows 
expansion of service despite limited operating resources.  Pace continues to strive to relieve congestion and improve mobility by offering 
a variety of transportation options to residents of and communities in northeastern Illinois.  
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 Pace Factoid:  
Pace, CTA and Metra together  provide nearly 2 million tr ips every weekday. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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