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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th largest 
bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Use of transit keeps families'  transpor tation costs low 
A report released last month by the Center for Neighborhood Technology and the Surface Transportation Policy Project shows that, while 
transportation costs are carving larger chunks out of family budgets, people in areas with adequate public transportation spend much less than 
do residents where bus and train service is sparse. 

For instance, the typical Houston resident spends almost $10,000 per year on transportation (21% of income), compared to $6,800 (15% of 
income) in transit-friendly Portland, Oregon.  Chicago ranks 20th nationally in the percentage of income spent on transportation, so despite 
the relatively high prices of both fuel and cars in the region, the prevalence of public transit helps northeastern Illinois commuters keep their 
costs low. 

The reason is clear: a $75 30-day Pace/CTA pass costs far less that the combination of 
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When a community lacks adequate public 
transportation, commuters are forced to 
increase their spending on gas and cars. 

The reason is clear: a $75 30-day Pace/CTA pass costs far less that the combination of 
monthly car payments, gas and insurance.  Nationwide, according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, transportation has been the second-highest expense for households in 2003, second 
only to housing, and transportation claimed 19.1 percent of all household expenditures. 

Northeastern Illinois is indeed fortunate to have an alternative to the skyrocketing costs of 
driving--a robust public transportation network.  By offering bus service in the six-county 
region at $1.50 or $1.25 for a one-way trip, Pace allows people to divert their household 
earnings in other directions.  Pace is a legitimate alternative for many suburbanites to connect 
with work, recreation, medical appointments and shopping.  Pace will likewise continue to 
provide service to the elderly and the disabled communities with its paratransit services at an 
affordable price. 

Of course, to keep individuals' transportation costs manageable in the years to come, policymakers must continue to invest in a healthy 
transportation system in northeastern Illinois. 

Pace says farewell to Directors Carr  and Harr is after  years of service 
Pace Suburban Bus is saying goodbye to two members of the Board of Directors who have been tremendous advocates for transit and 
excellent representatives for their communities.  Mr. Terrance Carr, who represented Central Suburban Cook County, served for three years 
with the Board.  "Director Carr was always willing to attend special events, meet with local elected officials and preside over public hearings," 
said Executive Director T.J. Ross.  "We'll miss his enthusiasm."  Director Carr's support and guidance helped Pace build the transit center at 
the United Parcel Service facility in Hodgkins. 

Mr. James Harris served on the Pace Board for ten years, during which time he helped to establish the Mechanics Training Program, a 
partnership between Pace's South Holland garage and South Suburban College.  This program allows students who are interested in 
becoming bus mechanics to have hands-on training at a Pace facility.  Director Harris was also responsible for the preservation of Route 892 
which provides transportation to UPS in Hodgkins for employees coming from East Chicago, Indiana.  He also presided over service 
improvements, such as the restructuring of bus service along 159th Street and the use of over-the-road coach buses on the express bus route 
between Harvey and Oakbrook. 

Pace would like to thank both of these gentlemen for their service and wish them much success in their future endeavors. 

Richard Pellegr ino and Terry Wells welcomed to Pace Board 
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Two new members of the Pace Board of Directors attended their first meeting yesterday, July 
6, and were welcomed by Pace Chairman John J. Case.  Mr. Terry Wells, Mayor of Phoenix, 
will be representing the South Cook region.  Director Wells stated that his goal is to "work 
with the current Pace Board to continue to offer quality transportation for suburban are  
residents." 

Mr. Richard Pellegrino, Village President of Indian Head Park, brings a wealth of experience 
from the legal and political professions.  Director Pellegrino represents Central Cook County. 

Each will service a four-year term, expiring June 30, 2009.  Both new members are looking 
forward to serving at such an exciting period in the agency's history. New Pace Board members Terry Wells of 

Phoenix and Richard Pellegrino of Indian 
Head Park. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it makes to 
constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to 
govt.affairs@pacebus.com. 
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