
file:///J:/GA Newsletters/Moving into the Future 6-25-05.htm

  

Moving into the Future 

The Weekly Newsletter from America’s Most Efficient
Suburban Transit Agency 

Vol. II, Number 51  www.pacebus.com June 23, 2005 

Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th largest 
bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Bus route improvements succeed as Pace r idership soars 

The difficult work of restructuring the suburban bus route network has reaped significant benefits, according to Pace's most recent ridership 
figures. In May 2005, Pace ridership increased 11.4% over May of last year. 

Over the course of 2005, more and more residents of northeastern Illinois have flocked to 
Pace buses as an affordable and convenient means of reaching their destinations. Pace 
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Improvements to bus routes have paid 
dividends through increased ridership. 

Pace buses as an affordable and convenient means of reaching their destinations. Pace 
ridership for the year is up 7.5% compared to the previous year. Most striking is the success of 
Pace's local restructuring efforts, in which routes have been updated and improved to meet the 
current needs of commuters.

As readers of Moving into the Future already know, Pace has expended considerable effort to 
involve communities in improving the bus route system in their various regions, and those 
efforts have proven successful. In Elgin, where routes were improved in 2003, ridership is up 
6.9% for the year. Likewise, in northern Cook County--the site of Pace's North Shore 
Initiative--ridership is up 3.3% in the north shore and 5.5% in the northwest Cook region. 

Other factors contributing to the ridership increase include the influx of students on buses, 
especially in Waukegan, the expansion of Pace's marketing efforts and the high gas prices.  
Commuters who previously drove to work may finally be responding to the strain that fuel 
prices put on their budgets. 

Fixed route buses, however, are not the only market showing considerable growth. Ridership on Pace's vanpool programs is up 6.1% year-to-
date, and Pace's paratransit ridership has increased 7.5% over 2004. The success with which Pace has handled this increase is important as 
looks forward to expanding to new markets and other areas of the six-county region. 

Pace welcomes two new board members, bids farewell to two others 
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The Cook County Board of Commissioners, at its June 21 meeting, appointed six individuals 
to the Pace Board of Directors, one from each region of the County.  The Commissioners 
appointed two new members to the Pace Board: Richard Pellegrino, the Village President of 
Indian Head Park and Terry Wells, the Village President of Phoenix.  Four other Pace Board 
members were reappointed: Rick Kwasneski of Lemont, Al Larson of Schaumburg, Anna 
Montana of Schiller Park and Vernon Squires of Wilmette. 

Pace wishes to thank outgoing board members James Harris and Terrence Carr for their years 
of service and dedication to improving public transportation in northeastern Illinois.  The 
agency also welcomes the two new members and looks forward to working with them.   

Next week's edition of Moving into the Future will have more information on the two new 
appointees. 

The six Pace Board members from Cook County begin their terms July 1, 2005 and will each 
serve a four-year term.  The next meeting of the Pace Board of Directors takes place July 6 at 
4:30pm at Pace headquarters in Arlington Heights. Rick Kwasneski was one of six members 

appointed Tuesday to the Pace Board of 
Directors. 

Celebrate bicycling in DuPage County this weekend 

Looking for a way to enjoy the warm summer weather, get some exercise, and help clean the air--all while avoiding the traffic in DuPage 
County?  Traveling by bicycle is an excellent way to achieve all these goals.  To promote bicycling as a means of transportation and 
recreation, DuPage County is hosting DuPage County Bike Day this coming Saturday, June 25, at several sites around the county. 
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The Pace Community Representative for DuPage County, Patrick Wilmot, will be on hand in 
Villa Park--at the intersection of the Illinois Prairie Path and the Great Western Trail--on 
Saturday to distribute Pace information.  Because every Pace bus has a bicycle rack, bicyclists 
can expand their range of possible destinations considerably by riding a bike to the bus and 
from the bus to their final destinations.  Feel free to e-mail Patrick about this event or any other 
Pace issues in DuPage. 

Villa Park will also play host to the kick-off of the Dasani "Blue Bikes" program.  This 
program, created through donations from the bottled water supplier, enables Villa Park 
residents to have free access to bikes and lockers at any time by swiping a card through a 
reader. 

Other activities will be taking place at Morton Arboretum, Naperville Central High School, DuPage County Historical Museum, Oakbrook 
Sports Injury and Rehab Center, Naper Settlement and Bloomingdale Park District Museum. 

Pace joins Brookfield Zoo in clean air  effor t 

On Saturday, June 18, Pace participated in the annual Partners for Clean Air "Green Pays on 
Green Days" kick-off event at the Brookfield Zoo.  Many other organizations, such as Jewel-
Osco, Motorola, Illinois Toll Highway Authority, RTA, CATS’s Rideshare and Illinois EPA 
were also in attendance.  These partners had the opportunity to exhibit their clean air 
programs, products, or initiatives for the public as part of the “Clean Air Fair” .

Leondria Blackman, the Community Representative for west Cook County, was on hand to 
distribute schedules, maps, flyers and information.  Programs exhibited by Pace were the 
variety of vanpool programs and the fixed route buses.  Pace has partnered with the 
Brookfield Zoo on an extensive marketing campaign this spring.

"Green Pays on Green Days" runs from June 18 through September 6, 2005.  On the last day 
a drawing will be held to select the winner of an environmentally friendly Toyota Prius.   

Pace participates in dozens of events like this one each year, including health fairs, festivals 
and other promotional events.  Feel free to contact Pace to request our presence at your event!  

Breathe Easy Man stops by Pace©s booth at 
the " Green Pays on Green Days"  event at 

Brookfield Zoo on June 18. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it makes to 
constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to 
govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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