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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 6th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 
250 municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

CEDA event highlights innovative Pace partnership with non-profits 
CEDA (Community and Economic Development Association of Cook County) and Pace held an event on 
May 21 at the Head Start site in Blue Island to tout the benefits of Pace’s Non-Profit Advertising Program.  
CEDA is just one of several non-profit agencies pleased with the success of Pace’s program.  The 
organization received more than 200 phone calls about their Head Start--Preschool of Choice Program due 
to advertising on Pace buses, and they want other groups to know about the Pace program’s benefits. 

Pace Board member Terry Wells 
(second from right) joins (left to right) 

Debra Bonds-Donald, Director of 
CEDA Blue Island Head Start, Unita 

Sims,Vice President of Children’s 
Services for CEDA, Donald Peloquin, 

Mayor of Blue Island, Robert L. 
Wharton, President/CEO of CEDA 
and Head Start program participants 

at the recent CEDA event. 

"Some families actually called from the bus," said Trevaughn 
Cheek of CEDA.  "The response has come from all areas of 
suburban Cook County, and has allowed us to provide information 
regarding CEDA Head Start services as well as child development 
referrals to other agencies.  We look forward to a continued and 
expanded relationship with our local public transit provider." 

Pace provides interior ad space on its buses free of charge to non-
profit agencies that produce their own "car cards" for placement. 
Priority is given to paid ads and Pace announcements, so the non-
profit ads are subject to space availability.  

In Pace©s ad program, the non-profit group can target a particular 
area in Pace’s six county region, and the ads could be seen by 
Pace riders for up to six months. Ads are also subject to approval 
and verification of non-profit status. 

Rocky Donahue, Pace’s Deputy Executive Director of External Relations likes to think of it as another 
way of partnering with communities in northeastern Illinois: “People may see our buses on the street in 
their neighborhoods, but Pace is more than just what you see. The ad program is just one of many ways we 
work behind the scenes in our service area.”  

Other non-profit organizations that have taken advantage of the Pace ad program include Juvenile 
Diabetes, the YMCA, the YWCA, the Chicago Botanic Garden and the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation.  
Non-profit organizations can find more information about advertising with Pace by contacting Pace’s 
Marketing Department at 847-228-4222. 

What does Moving Beyond Congestion mean for South Cook County? 
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This item is the fourth in a recurring series on the potential impacts of the Moving Beyond Congestion 
plan.  Each week, Pace will highlight a different portion of its service area and provide a detailed analysis 
of the improvements the riding public will see if Pace receives the infusion of capital and operating dollars 
that transit agencies hope to receive this year from the Illinois General Assembly.
 
South Cook County contains a wealth of Pace bus service, and is Pace’s highest-ridership area.  However, 
much of the bus route network in south Cook is decades old so, with that knowledge, Pace is undertaking a 
restructuring of the bus route network in south and southwest Cook County, as well as Will County.  By 
the end of the year, Pace will implement some improvements to bus routes, with more changes to come 
over the long term.  These changes will add new services in growing areas to meet current commute 
patterns, shorten travel times for riders and ensure resources are spent as efficiently as possible.  

As part of the Moving Beyond Congestion plan, RTA and Pace hope to bring even further transit 
improvements to south Cook County. If the legislature authorizes RTA to collect new funding, residents 
and employees in south Cook County would see:  

A network of express bus routes from south Cook to job-
rich areas in the north and west suburbs, including Lake 
County.

New routing and schedules that will ensure better on-time 
performance on all routes in south and southwest Cook. 
 
New service on Lincoln Highway between Matteson and 
Joliet.  Along Lincoln Highway, buses will take advantage 
of transit signal priority, which lowers travel times for 
passengers and reduces Pace’s operating costs.
 
Enhanced service on Cicero Avenue and Halsted Street, 
with buses using transit signal priority in both corridors. 

South suburban commuters traveling 
along Halsted to the 95th Street CTA 

station will have shortened travel 
times due to the introduction of transit 

signal priority along that corridor. 

A Dial-A-Ride program without arbitrary borders throughout southern Cook, and with expanded 
operating hours, while lessening the financial burdens of our current local government funding 
partners.  A demand-response taxi program, still in development, could augment Pace©s existing 
paratransit services. 

Pace Board member Terry Wells of Phoenix said, “ there are some exciting improvements coming to south 
Cook based on the results of the restructuring initiative, but we certainly can’t fund every improvement 
we’ve identified with a status quo budget. Extra funding is required to implement all these good ideas.”  

Workers at Midway Airport can 
already take Pace service to their 

jobs.  Greater transit availability will 
become a reality for more of south 

Individuals interested in learning about or commenting on potential 
changes can attend one of many Pace public forums in June to 
review proposed service plans for the South Cook County – Will 
County area (see list of forums below).  The plans are based on 
extensive public input--including over 500 comments received at 
public forums in March--as well as innovative market research, 
analysis of demographics and travel patterns, and a thorough 
review of current Pace service.  Even people who have 
commented in the past may want to attend again, because plans 
have been adjusted based on prior comments. 

Pace needs the input of riders, non-riders and community leaders 
to ensure that the service plans meet the needs of people living and 
working in the South Cook County – Will County area. After the 
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become a reality for more of south 
Cook County if the state legislature 
provides additional transit funding. 

public forums, the service plans will be adjusted again based on 
comments received. Service changes will be presented at public 
hearings in August and take effect in late 2007 and early 2008. 

Residents interested in supporting Moving Beyond Congestion can visit the plan©s Web site and can contact 
their state legislators to register their support. 

Pace public forums in South Cook and Will Counties 

CHANNAHON 
Monday, June 4 1:30-3:30pm

Channahon Village Hall
24555 S. Navajo Dr.  

RIVERDALE 
Tuesday, June 5 1:30-3:00pm 

Riverdale Community Resource Center 
13725 S. Wabash Ave. 

Accessible via Pace Routes 348 and 
353 and Metra Electric Line (Riverdale 

station). 

CALUMET CITY
Tuesday, June 5 6:00-8:00pm

Calumet City Hall 204 Pulaski Rd.
Accessible via Pace Routes 355 and 

364. 

PLAINFIELD
Thursday, June 7 6:00-

8:00pm
Plainfield Village Hall
24401 W. Lockport St.  

BLUE ISLAND
Saturday, June 9 9:30-

11:30am
Blue Island City Hall East 

Annex
2434 W. Vermont St.
Accessible via Pace 
Routes 349 and 359. 

JOLIET
Saturday, June 9 1:30-

3:30pm
Joliet Public Library
150 N. Ottawa St.

Accessible via Pace 
Routes 501, 502, 505, 507 

and 834. 

OAK LAWN
Wednesday, June 13 6:00-8:00pm

Oak Lawn Village Hall
9446 S. Raymond Ave.

Accessible via Pace Routes 381 and 
835 and Metra Southwest Service (Oak 

Lawn station). 

PALOS HEIGHTS
Thursday, June 14 1:30-3:30pm

Trinity Christian College (Martin and 
Janet Ozinga Chapel)
6601 W. College Dr.

Accessible via Pace Route 384. 

UNIVERSITY PARK
Thursday, June 14 6:00-8:00pm

University Park Village Hall
698 Burnham Dr.

Accessible via Pace Route 367. 

Attendees who need a sign language interpreter, materials in another format or other accommodation, 
should contact Pace Customer Relations at (847) 364-7223 or (847) 364-5093 (TTY) no later than five 
business days in advance of the forum they wish to attend. 

Pace Factoid 
Year-to-date, combined r idership in south and southwest Cook County has increased 2.2% 

compared to the same per iod in 2006. 
"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services 
Pace provides and the progress it makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in 
landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your 
request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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