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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Gas pr ices making you fuss?  Fight back--take the bus! 
U. S. Department of Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta recently suggested an option for commuters which those who use Pace 
have known for years: "greater transit use [is] a way to beat high gas prices."  Considering that gasoline prices continues to loom around 
$3.00 per gallon and that a one-way fare on a Pace bus has stood at $1.50 or below for the past 5 years, Secretary Mineta's suggestion is 
well taken.  

Gas prices may have increased, but the $1.50 
one-way Pace bus fare has remained the 

Fortunately, Pace offers residents of northeastern Illinois a wealth of options in battling 
gas prices. The agency has one of the most extensive vanpool program in the nation, 
with different vanpool programs tailored to different transportation needs.  Pace's 
Paratransit Services provide curb-to-curb service for residents within their communities 
for a small fee with reservations made in advance. 

With over 240 bus routes to connect riders between suburbs, from the suburbs to 
Chicago and back, or anywhere in between, not only can commuters save on gas, but 
tolls and 
parking fees as well. "Now, more than ever, it is obvious that people need to have 
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one-way Pace bus fare has remained the 
same for five years. 

transportation choices besides driving a car," said William W. Millar, President of the 
American Public Transportation Association. 

To help spread the message about alternatives to high fuel prices, APTA is celebrating National "Dump the Pump" Day on June 8, 2006. 
The day is dedicated to raising awareness that public transit is the quickest and easiest way to beat high gas prices.  On June 8, transit 
agencies from coast to coast will join together to ask the public to park their cars and ride transit instead.  Locally, people looking for 
information on which public transit routes can take them to and from work can use RTA's Trip Planner. 

Pace services--be it through buses, vans or paratransit vehicles--continue to be an option in helping individuals save money, travel 
efficiently and arrive safely during this time of high fuel prices. 

State budget provides public transit funding 
On Monday, Illinois Governor Rod R. Blagojevich signed into law the state budget, 
which had been passed by the General Assembly a few weeks earlier. Several items in 
this FY07 state budget are beneficial for public transportation riders in northeastern 
Illinois. 

The RTA is to receive $54.3 million to offset the cost of providing ADA paratransit 
service. ADA service was mandated by the federal government beginning in 1992 but the 
RTA Act, written in 1984, never accounted for these additional costs. Because Pace, as of 
July 1, is the operator of all ADA paratransit service in the region, this state funding is to 
be passed through to Pace. 

The state also provided over $37 million to the RTA to reimburse Pace and CTA for their 
offering of reduced fares to seniors, students and the disabled. 

Passengers with disabilities who ride fixed 
route buses pay only half the regular fare.  
Pace and CTA are partially reimbursed by 

the State for providing this discount. 
Regarding much needed investment in transit agencies' capital infrastructure, language was included in the appropriations bill that will 
allow RTA to issue over $100 million in additional SCIP bonds, made possible by favorable interest rates of previous SCIP issues. 
RTA's excellent bond rating allowed for the lower interest rates and additional bond authorization. 

Upcoming public forums on Chicago ADA transition 
Between now and July 1, Pace will host nearly 50 public forums throughout the City of Chicago, nearly one in every ward, for the 
purpose of providing information about the changes to ADA paratransit service.  Media, elected officials and the general public are 
encouraged to attend.  Pace is assuming operational control of ADA paratransit service in Chicago on July 1, 2006.  See the complete list 
of meetings on Pace's web site. 

The eight meetings coming up next week are: 
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Thursday, May 25, 11:00 a.m.
Alderman Emma Mitts, 37th Ward

Alderman Ed Smith, 28th Ward
Alderman Isaac Carothers, 29th Ward

Austin Branch Library
5615 W. Race 

Friday, May 26, 6:30 p.m.
Alderman Andrea Troutman, 20th Ward

Southside YMCA
6330 S. Stony Island Avenue 

Saturday, May 27, 9:30 a.m.
Alderman Howard Brookins Jr., 21st 

Ward
Carter G. Woodson Library

9525 S. Halsted Street 

Tuesday, May 30, 6:00 p.m.
Alderman Ariel Reboyras, 30th Ward

Alderman Ray Suarez, 31st Ward
Portage-Cragin Library

5108 W. Belmont Avenue 

Wednesday, June 2, 2:00 p.m.
Alderman Theodore Matlak, 32nd Ward

CHA Building
2720 N. Sheffield Avenue 

 

 Pace Factoid:  
Gas pr ices this week are 76 cents per  gallon more than they were dur ing last year 's Memor ial Day holiday. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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