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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Plainfield students exper ience convenience of Pace bus system 
Many commuters in northeastern Illinois understandably feel frustration about their travels to work, be it due to escalating gas prices, 
endless traffic congestion or the sheer distance covered. However, few can imagine the added burden of trying to reach that job without 
being able to drive. Yet, many individuals in this region go about their employment and social activities each and every day without the 
use of a car, thanks to the public transportation system available to them.  Pace staff constantly reaches out to the communities it serves to 
promote its services and increase its ridership. 
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Hundreds of students ride Pace buses every 
day. Upon entering the workforce, they will 
remember its convenience and affordability 
and use Pace for their commutes to work.   

A group of students with developmental disabilities from Plainfield High School 
(Central Campus) recently witnessed firsthand the convenience of Pace bus service 
during an escorted trip around Joliet. The students, led by PHS Case Manager Greg 
Proctor, will hopefully retain and use their new knowledge of the Pace bus system to get 
to work or school after graduation. 

On April 28, 18 students from PHS's Special Education Department, accompanied by 
three PHS case managers and Leondria Blackman of Pace staff, used Pace Routes 501, 
502 and 507 on a "field trip" of sorts to several employment and educational destinations 
in the Joliet area. Their day started at Louis Joliet Mall, from which they traveled to St. 
Joseph Medical Center, Joliet Junior College and Joliet Union Station. Their voyage 
ended later that day back at Louis Joliet Mall. Each bus the students rode was a regular 
bus route, in service to the public on its normal schedule. 

Andy Urban and Joe Schertz, both Case Managers with Plainfield High School, assisted in chaperoning the trip. They even provided the 
students with some history of Joliet, their hometown. As part of the learning process, participating students were provided copies of 
Pace's bus schedules to follow. The purpose of the field trip was to familiarize the students with taking public transportation, including 
boarding and fare payment.

Plainfield High School organized the field trip, with assistance from Blackman. "This field trip was an excellent opportunity to introduce 
the students to Pace's public transit system. I believe they found it easy to use and will ride regularly in the future," Blackman said.  
Proctor has expressed interest in a second trip, as a follow-up, during which students would take on a bit of extra responsibility and be 
provided with more detail on the logistics of the trip. 

Lake County Transpor tation Alliance wants residents'  input
 

The Lake County Transportation Alliance (LCTA) is hosting a series of transit forums for 
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residents of Lake County to participate in discussions about improving transportation there. 
These meetings are being held as a precursor to the Second Annual Lake County 
Transportation Summit which will be held on Wednesday, September 20th. At this 
Summit, Lake County officials will be asked to vote on the prioritization of state highway 
add-lanes projects, Metra and Pace capital projects and additions to current transit service 
levels. 

There are a total of six meetings scheduled for May and June with meeting sites in Lake 
Villa, Gurnee, Deerfield, Wauconda, Grayslake and Lake Forest. Leadership in Lake 
County want to hear what transportation projects and highway capacity projects are of 
interest to the public.  

For more information concerning the meetings or the 2007 Lake County Transportation 
Consensus Agenda, please call the Lake County Division of  Transportation at 847-362-
3950. 

Tremendous growth in Lake County has 
created major traffic congestion over the 

past decade. 

Upcoming public forums on Chicago ADA transition 
Between now and July 1, Pace will host nearly 50 public forums throughout the City of Chicago, nearly one in every ward, for the 
purpose of providing information about the changes to ADA paratransit service.  Media, elected officials and the general public are 
encouraged to attend.  Pace is assuming operational control of ADA paratransit service in Chicago on July 1, 2006.  See the complete list 
of meetings on Pace's web site. 

The eight meetings coming up next week are: 
Thursday, May 18, 1:00 p.m.

Alderman Vi Daley, 43rd Ward
Anixter Center

2032 N. Clybourn Ave. 3rd floor 

Friday,  May 19, 11:00 a.m.
Alderman Carrie Austin, 34th Ward

West Pullman Branch Library
830 W. 119th Street 

Saturday, May 20, 11:00 a.m.
Alderman Edward Burke, 14th Ward

Archer Heights--Chicago Public Library
5055 S. Archer Avenue 

Monday, May 22, 6:00p.m.
Alderman Freddena Lyle, 6th Ward

Whitney Young Jr. Library
7901 S. King Drive 

Tuesday, May 23, 2:00 p.m.
Alderman Brian Doherty, 41st Ward
Community Alternatives Unlimited

O' Hare Plaza, Lutheran Center 
8765 W. Higgins Road, 11th Floor 

Wednesday, May 24, 10:00 a.m.
Alderman Joe Moore, 49th Ward

Rogers Park Library
6907 N. Clark Street  

Thursday, May 25, 11:00 a.m.
Alderman Emma Mitts, 37th Ward

Alderman Ed Smith, 28th Ward
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Alderman Isaac Carothers, 29th Ward
Austin Branch Library

5615 W. Race 

 Pace Factoid:  
As gas pr ices give everyone a reason to consider alternatives to dr iving, in Apr il, Pace's Business Development Department 

received 143 calls inquir ing about star ting vanpools, the highest of any month this year. 
"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  

�  2006 Pace Suburban Bus 
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