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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

BRT services in California provide model for  nor theastern I ll inois 
In the hopes of bringing Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) to northeastern Illinois, and with success similar to that experienced by transit system 
riders in California, Pace staff recently performed on-site studies of innovative transit systems in the Oakland and Los Angeles areas.  
Public transit riders in those areas and many others are already experiencing the benefits of BRT--in a variety of formats--and are 
enjoying the reduced travel times and more frequent service. 

The site visits to California were in preparation for Pace's launching of a network of its 
own Rapid Transit service on arterial streets throughout the suburban region.  This 
"Arterial Rapid Transit" network is a major component of Pace's ongoing strategic plan.  
Several high priority corridors have been selected to receive infrastructure enhancements 
that are necessary for  the operations of these modern, efficient bus services.  

Features of the Rapid Transit systems in California include: more frequent service than 
the local bus route (yet with the local route, making all the stops, still in operation on the 
same street), transit signal priority and simplified route layout (on main roads instead of 
traversing through neighborhoods).  The Rapid Transit routes also have less frequent 
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While the unenclosed shelter might not be 
appropriate for Chicago weather, the " next 

bus"  sign, distinctive red color, unique shelter 
design and modern buses of the LA Metro 

Rapid Bus are models for BRTs in 
northeastern I llinois. 

stops (often 1/2-to-1 mile  between stops) to increase travel speed.  Passengers enjoy 
easier boarding and alighting due to low-floor buses and specially designed bus stops.  
Rapid Transit service is also uniquely branded, with color-coded buses and bus stops 
(for instance, in Los Angeles, Metro Rapid buses and the branding on shelters and 
promotional materials are red) for easy recognition.   

An interesting feature of the Los Angeles Metro Rapid line is the lack of a traditional bus schedule.  Riders know that the bus simply runs 
at regular intervals.  Passengers can determine when the next bus is arriving at an intermediate location because bus stops have electronic 
signs which receive real-time information on bus arrivals via satellite.  The frequent operation, straightforward route structure, 
recognizable identity and dynamic passenger information system eliminates the need for a traditional, printed bus route schedule. 

The California rapid transit services have been remarkably successful.  Travel times are reduced by up to 25%, pleasing the customers 
and reducing the cost of operation and allowing scarce resources to be distributed to areas that need bus service. Ridership increased 
significantly compared to the local service that previously existed there; for instance, Metro Rapid ridership in Los Angeles is up nearly 
50% on one line. 

Pace's Vision 2020 Plan identified a 21st Century solution to public transit in the suburbs, and the plan is comprised of a network of 
higher-speed routes on arterial streets, complemented by local feeder, collector and distributor services.  The knowledge gained from this 
site visit, within the framework of Vision 2020, is being shared with the Regional Transportation Authority and the general public to 
build a case that the creation of a regional system of Arterial Rapid Transit routes results in faster and more cost-effective solutions to 
transportation needs than investing heavily in infrastructure improvements in a single corridor. 

While a "full-fledged" Bus Rapid Transit line, which operates more like a train on its own 
right-of-way, is effective in higher-density corridors, the "Rapid Bus" model, which 
operates on arterial streets, is a more likely model for the suburbs of northeastern Illinois.  
Pace recently secured federal government investment to begin its own Arterial Rapid 
Transit program.  In the months ahead, Pace will develop more detailed plans for the 
Arterial Rapid Transit services and will take these plans to and seek input from the 
communities it serves. 

In many U.S. cities, rapid bus routes utilize transit signal priority, which is a major factor 
in increasing the average speed of the buses.  Transit signal priority is being implemented 
on Halsted Street in south Cook County, and Pace will soon begin work on installing 
signal priority for buses in several other corridors in Cook, Lake and DuPage Counties.   Alameda County Transit in Oakland uses 

the number " 72R"  to distinguish the Rapid 
Bus service from the local Route 72.  The 
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The innovative ideas gained by Pace's recent site visit, combined with the agency's 
expertise, positions Pace well as it seeks additional federal funding for its two authorized 
New Start projects and builds an Arterial Rapid Transit network for the region.  

Bus service from the local Route 72.  The 
" next bus"  sign in the shelter and the 

headsign on the bus carry this branding as 
well. 

Regional Planning Board asks residents for  input  
With construction taking place on the major roadways in Chicago, soaring gas prices, the uncertainty of adequate transit funding and 
ever- present traffic congestion, the Regional Planning Board (RPB), along with Chicago Area transportation Study (CATS) and the 
Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC), are seeking the public's input on long-term solutions to these and other challenges.  
The process in which residents of northeast Illinois can participate is know as the 2030 Regional Transportation Plan or RTP.  

This most recent update of the 2030 RTP, which is mandated by the federal government, 
is a blueprint that contains three objectives, which are: maintain the integrity of the 
existing transportation system, improve the transportation system's performance, and use 
transportation to sustain the region's vision and values. The three objectives are broken 
into seven themes, which include more and better integrated public transit, better land use 
and transportation integration, more bicycle and pedestrian options, better service for 
seniors and those with disabilities, improved freight management, safety with reference to 
pedestrians and improved traffic congestion management. 

Public meeting dates on the 2030 RTP:
May 16--Berwyn

May 18--Waukegan
May 31--Geneva

June 1--Chicago (Lakeview)
June 6--Joliet

June 8--Palatine
June 15--Blue Island

All meetings are 7-9pm. 
The Regional Planning Board invites residents to participate in one of seven public workshops throughout northeastern Illinois, at which 
they have the opportunity to make comments on the 2030 RTP Update. Public comments help the Regional Planning Board draft this 
and other upcoming transportation plans. For those who cannot attend but would like to provide input, there is an online survey that 
enables residents to have their opinions heard.  

Upcoming public forums on Chicago ADA transition 
Between now and July 1, Pace will host nearly 50 public forums throughout the City of Chicago, nearly one in every ward, for the 
purpose of providing information about the changes to ADA paratransit service.  Media, elected officials and the general public are 
encouraged to attend.  Pace is assuming operational control of ADA paratransit service in Chicago on July 1, 2006.  See the complete list 
of meetings on Pace's web site. 

The eight meetings coming up next week are: 
Thursday, May 11, 2:00 p.m.

Alderman Thomas M. Tunney, 44th Ward
The Hallmark

2960 N. Lake Shore Dr. 

Friday,  May 12, 12:00 p.m.
Alderman Eugene Schulter, 47th Ward

Sulzer Regional Branch Library
4455 N. Lincoln Ave. 

Saturday, May 13, 10:00 a.m.
Alderman Ricardo Muñoz, 22nd Ward

Toman-Chicago Public Library
2708 S. Pulaski 
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Monday, May 15, 10:00 a.m.
Alderman Virginia A. Rugai, 19th Ward

Mount Greenwood Public Library 
11010 S. Kedzie 

Tuesday, May 16, 10:00 a.m.
Alderman Thomas Allen, 38th Ward

Merrimac Park
6343 W. Irving Park Rd. 

Tuesday, May 16, 7:00 p.m.
Alderman Margaret Laurino, 39th Ward
Alderman Patrick O'Connor, 40th Ward
Alderman Bernard L. Stone, 50th Ward

Northside College Preparatory High 
School

5501 N. Kedzie Ave. 
Wednesday, May 17, 10:00 a.m.

Alderman Margaret Laurino, 39th Ward
North Park Village

5801 N. Pulaski, H Building 

Thursday, May 18, 1:00 p.m.
Alderman Vi Daley, 43rd Ward

Anixter Center
2032 N. Clybourn Avenue, 3rd Floor 

 

 Pace Factoid:  
Pace's March 2006 r idership in the Waukegan area is up 10% over 2005 and 33% over 2004. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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