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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Toll Highway Author ity and Pace reach agreement on tolls 
At the most recent meeting of the Board of Directors of the Illinois State Toll Highway Authority (ISTHA) on March 30, the board 
passed an ordinance that effectively reduces the cost of tolls for Pace's public transit vehicles to zero. The intergovernmental agreement 
between Pace and the Toll Authority is a positive step towards promoting the use of public transportation and decreasing traffic 
congestion on the region's tollways. As part of the agreement, Pace will provide the Toll Authority with advertising space at no charge. 
Passengers on both Pace fixed route services and vanpools benefit from this new 
agreement. The cost reduction helps offset rising fuel costs, which lessens the chances of 
fare increases for vanpool riders or reductions in bus service.

The agreement had the support of many in the state legislature.  Earlier this year, the 
Illinois House of Representatives unanimously passed a bill that would have completely 
exempted Pace from tolls. 

Pace has been paying $240,000 per year in toll costs out of its operating budget, which 
has been in deficit for several years. This scarce funding, it was argued, should not be 
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transferred to another government agency but rather used for its intended purpose--to 
provide public transportation service.  The agreement saves Pace about $200,000 
annually, because fleet vehicles that sporadically use tollways will continue to be 
charged. 

Pace buses that use the tollway are no 
longer charged for tolls as of March 30. 

Pace is the only public entity who regularly utilizes the ISTHA system with vehicles that are in service to the public. Pace operates 16 
fixed bus routes on the tollway system, and those routes make 210 trips per day. In addition, 275 Pace vanpools use the tollways each 
day. In all, a Pace vehicle goes through a tollbooth over 700 times every day.  

Also included in the agreement between Pace and ISTHA is an understanding that the two entities will draft legislation to be introduced 
next year which rectifies the inconsistency between the RTA Act and Toll Highway Act as relates to payment of tolls.  The new 
legislation aims to exempt Pace vehicles from tolls while protecting the Toll Authority’s bond indentures. 

Many of Pace©s express bus routes use 
coach buses, which provide a comfortable 

ride on longer-distance trips on the region©s 
tollways. 

While Pace officials are pleased that the Toll Authority has recognized the value of 
transit to the commuters who use toll highways, future discussions with the tollway 
may include the ability of buses to drive on the shoulder of the roadway to bypass 
heavily congested traffic, similar to those of the transit system in Minneapolis, and 
other similar advantages. "In order to be competitive with the automobile, Pace still 
needs additional, progressive public policy changes," said Pace Executive Director 
T.J. Ross.  "We plan to continue this positive relationship with the Tollway to make 
progress on these issues."

Pace has been paying tolls for the use of the tollway since 1984, when Pace was 
created.  However, the recent agreement is timely because the cost of tolls became 
a more pressing issue for Pace at the beginning of 2005, when the Toll Highway 
Authority altered its rates by re-categorizing Pace buses as heavyweight vehicles, 
causing Pace's costs to rise 59% in one year. 

Upcoming public forums on Chicago ADA transition 
Between now and July 1, Pace will host nearly 50 public forums throughout the City of Chicago, nearly one in every ward, for the 
purpose of providing information about the changes to ADA paratransit service.  Media, elected officials and the general public are 
encouraged to attend.  Pace is assuming operational control of ADA paratransit service in Chicago on July 1, 2006.  See the complete list 
of meetings on Pace's web site. 

The three meetings coming up this week and next are: 
Wednesday, April 19, 6:30 p.m.
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Thursday, April 13, 6:00 p.m.
Alderman William J.P. Banks, 36th Ward

Hiawatha Park, Field House
8029 W. Forest Preserve Dr. 

Wednesday, April 19, 6:30 p.m.
Alderman Manuel Flores, 1st Ward

Wicker Park Field House, Middle Room 
B

1425 N. Damen Avenue 

Thursday, April 20, 6:30 p.m. 
Alderman Thomas Murphy, 18th Ward

Hayes Park
2936 W. 85th Street 

 Pace Factoid:  
Pace provided over  181,000 suburban paratransit r ides in February, near ly the same amount CTA provided in Chicago. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  

�  2006 Pace Suburban Bus 
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