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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 6th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 
250 municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Suburban population and traffic congestion continue to explode 
A recently released update by the US Census Bureau proves what suburbanites in northeastern Illinois 
already know: tremendous population growth is overburdening the region's transportation system.  From 
2000 to 2006, the population of northeastern Illinois as a whole grew by 4.3%, despite a loss of 88,000 
people in Cook County. 

"We have known that two-thirds of all new people and jobs are in the 
suburbs," said Pace Executive Director T.J. Ross.  "Unfortunately, 
Pace is charged with providing transportation to more than five million 
people on a budget that is the lowest per capita in the state." 

Collar county population gains ranged from 28,321 in maturing 
DuPage to 165,950 in Will.  Kendall County--the second fastest 
growing county in the United States--saw an increase of 33,738.  
According to the Daily Herald, people are moving further from the 
city center in search of larger and more affordable housing for their 
families.  An estimated 599,000 residents left Cook County during the 
past six years. 

County leaders share Pace's view that better suburban transit is needed 
immediately. In her State of the County Address, Kane County Board 
Chairman Karen McConnaughay said, "Make no mistake, we will 
face a transit crisis if the state does not address the need for 
transportation dollars." 

Collar county leaders such as 
DuPage Chairman Bob 

Schillerstrom have called for 
additional transit funding to 

support suburban population and 
job growth.  

DuPage County Board Chairman Robert Schillerstrom echoed similar sentiments by saying that, "Officials 
will continue to lobby for better public transportation, in that little has been done in the past 20 years."

Pace has been reaching out to stakeholders, both locally and in Springfield, to educate the public and 
government officials on the importance of increased funding for transit as a remedy to traffic congestion. 
The Moving Beyond Congestion campaign is a collaborative effort by Pace along with the RTA, CTA and 
Metra to maintain, enhance and expand public transit in northeast Illinois. Additionally, Pace has been 
working closely with communities to determine how to best restructure its bus route network in order to 
accommodate growth and change throughout the service area. Currently, public forums are being held in 
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southern Cook and Will Counties, in order for the public to provide input on how Pace can address transit 
concerns and make improvements.

Pace is in a position to help the region overcome current and future congestion, but this solution can only 
be implemented with significant financial and legislative support from the State of Illinois.  Parties 
interested in supporting transit can visit Pace's or RTA's web site in order to see how to become more 
involved in combating congestion and funding a superior transit system. 

Pace gets Cubs fans to " fr iendly confines"  safely and in style 
As baseball season has quickly come upon Chicagoland, fans of the Chicago Cubs are starting to gear up 
for another year of activity at famous Wrigley Field.  For some, opening day might mean the anticipation of 
another summer of fighting frustrating traffic to reach Wrigleyville by game time--but there is a better 
option. 

Pace will once again be providing transportation to Wrigley with its Cubs Roundtripper service, which 
takes fans to and from the games quickly, safely and without the stress of driving in traffic.  

Cub fans can show their spirit aboard the 
Cubs Roundtripper shuttle.  The service 

departs from the Northwest Transportation 
Center and Yorktown Center. 

For $7.50 per person round-trip, fans can not only save on 
gas, time and parking but will arrive on time at the ballpark 
to support their team. Tickets are only $5 each when 
purchased in groups of six or more.  Tickets can be 
purchased online, by mail or directly from Pace 
Headquarters in Arlington Heights. 

Pace offers this service to all of the night, Saturday, 
Sunday and holiday games in addition to all day games in 
June, July and August. The Roundtripper bus leaves from 
the Northwest Transportation Center in Schaumburg and 
Yorktown Center in Lombard.  

This convenient and inexpensive shuttle service has been very popular with Cub fans for many years, as it 
takes passengers directly to the gate, eliminating the need to walk long distances or find a parking spot.  
Fans that are interested in taking the Roundtripper should consult Pace's web site for departure times. 

Service to Chicago Fire games begins Apr il 7 
After a successful partnership in 2006, Pace is once again teaming up with the Chicago Fire soccer team to 
provide shuttle service between the CTA’s Orange Line Midway Station and Toyota Park in Bridgeview, 
beginning with the Fire's home opener on April 7.  Fans can leave the hassle of driving behind, and arrive 
conveniently at the stadium in time to cheer on the Fire.  The shuttle is a variation of Pace Route 386 South 
Harlem, called Route 386 TOYOTA PARK Express.  

The shuttle service leaves from the CTA station at 20-minute intervals, beginning two hours before the 
event. After the game, the Route 386 TOYOTA PARK Express starts to depart from the Toyota Park area 
thirty minutes after the event.  Pace provides service for all soccer games and most concerts. 

Route 386 TOYOTA PARK Express does not pick-up or drop-off passengers along the way, operating 
"express" to and from Toyota Park. The bus stop is on the southwest corner of 71st Street and Harlem. 
Route 386 charges the regular Pace fare of $1.50 (or the cost of transfer from CTA services for those using 
a fare card or Chicago Card.) 

Pace Factoid 
The suburban por tion of RTA's six-county region now contains 5,566,208 people. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services 
Pace provides and the progress it makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in 
landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your 

Page 2



Moving into the Future

request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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