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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 6th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 
250 municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Business, labor  unite to push for  transpor tation funding 
Surrounded by hundreds of supporters, Illinois’  top business and labor leaders joined forces at a rally at the 
Statehouse on Wednesday, March 14 to warn of the dire consequences of continuing to defer needed 
investments in our state’s transportation infrastructure. They called on legislators and the Governor to make 
comprehensive funding for Illinois transportation a priority this year.  
"This rally sends a strong message about the need to improve and 
support transportation this year,”  said Jim Reilly, Chairman of the 
Regional Transportation Authority (RTA). “The RTA hopes the 
Governor and General Assembly will also rally to secure needed 
funding to maintain, enhance and expand northeastern Illinois© 
transit system."  RTA©s Moving Beyond Congestion campaign 
calls for $400 million annually in new operating resources, as well 
as a five-year, $10 billion capital program to maintain, enhance 
and expand the region©s transit infrastructure. 

The rally was organized by the Transportation for Illinois 
Coalition (TFIC), a diverse group of statewide and regional 
business, labor, and governmental and planning organizations that 
have joined together to support a strong transportation alliance for 
Illinois. 

RTA Chairman Jim Reilly stresses the 
importance of transit funding to the 
state©s economy at last week©s TFIC 

rally. 

“Our transportation systems are Illinois’ most prized economic development asset and are absolutely critical 
to attracting new companies, growing existing businesses and promoting ongoing economic growth in our 
state,”  said Doug Whitley, president of the Illinois Chamber of Commerce and TFIC co-chair. “We are 
reaching a tipping point—if we don’t act this spring, the past few years of declining investment will put out 
of reach the possibility of adequately maintaining and enhancing our highway, transit, and rail networks.”   
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A Pace bus made an appearance at 
the state capitol for the TFIC rally. 

“We have a transportation-based economy in Illinois. It is essential 
that we protect and promote our economy for the benefit of working 
people,”  said Michael T. Carrigan, president of the Illinois AFL-
CIO and TFIC co-chair. “We have to keep fighting for jobs, and 
Illinois’ last comprehensive transportation funding program was 
Illinois FIRST, enacted in 1999. The remaining funds under Illinois 
FIRST were disbursed three years ago.”   

TFIC and the transit agencies in northeastern Illinois are working 
together to advocate for a plan to fund its comprehensive economic 
growth package, which would supplement federal dollars allocated 
for many of these programs with the General Assembly. 

Pace seeks public involvement with planning initiative 
After months of work with many groups of stakeholders, Pace©s South Cook-Will County Initiative has 
yielded proposed service alternatives for the area.  The alternatives are based on extensive public input, 
innovative market research, analysis of demographics and travel patterns, and a thorough review of current 
Pace service.  The public is invited to attend any of several public forums this month to review the 
proposed changes and offer comments.  Pace needs public input to ensure that the service alternatives meet 
the needs of people living and working in the South Cook-Will County area.   

More than 30 members of the public have participated in the two forums held thus far. Patrick Wilmot, 
Community & Business Development Representative II, said, “We had some great, spirited discussion with 
the people we’ve had the chance to meet so far, and they’ve given us some great input. The feedback has 
been positive; the public is really taking advantage of this opportunity to comment.”   The schedule of 
upcoming meeting dates and times is as follows: 

Bedford Park
Thurs., March 22, 2:30-4:30pm

Bedford Park Public Library
7816 W. 65th Place
Transit accessibility:

Direct: Pace 831
Nearby (63rd St. & Archer Ave.): 

Pace 307; CTA 62H, 63W

Orland Park
Tues., March 27, 6:00-8:00pm

Orland Park Civic Center
14750 S. Ravinia Avenue 

Chicago Heights
Weds., March 28, 1:30-3:30pm

Prairie State College (Auditorium) 
202 S. Halsted Street
Transit accessibility:

Direct: Pace 370 

Midlothian
Weds., March 28, 6:00-

8:00pm
Raday Lodge

3220 W. 145th Street
Transit accessibility:

Direct: Pace 359
Nearby (147th St. & 

Kedzie Ave.): Pace 354 

Blue Island
Thurs., March 29, 6:00-

8:00pm
Blue Island City Hall East 
Annex 2434 W. Vermont 

Street
Transit accessibility:

Direct: Pace 349, 385; 
CTA 49A

Nearby (Vermont St. & 
Irving Ave.): Metra Rock 

Island District (Vermont St. 
station), Metra Electric 

District (Blue Island station) 

Phoenix
Sat., March 31, 9:30-11:30am

Phoenix Village Hall
633 E. 151st Street
Transit accessibility:

Direct: Pace 370

Joliet
Sat., March 31, 1:30-3:30pm

Joliet Public Library
150 N. Ottawa Street
Transit accessibility:

Direct: Pace 501, 502, 505, 507, 834
Nearby (Washington St. & Scott St.): 

Metra Rock Island District (Joliet 
Union Station) 

National, local numbers show an increase in public transit usage 
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Public transit riders who thought they were seeing more riders during their daily trips weren©t just imagining 
things. The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) announced that Americans took 10.1 
billion trips on local public transportation in 2006–the first time in 49 years that nationwide ridership has 
eclipsed ten billion trips.   
In northeastern Illinois, the January 2007 ridership total for Pace 
was the highest since 2001.  At 3.14 million passengers, it was an 
increase of 8.2% over January 2006.  Executive Director T.J. Ross 
cited growth in vanpools and paratransit services as major factors, 
while fixed route service from Pace divisions also showed growth. 
The combined ridership on fixed routes operated by the nine Pace 
garages was 2.44 million, a 1.6% increase over last January.  

Nationally, ridership for 2006 is up 2.9% from 2005, and is at the 
highest level since 1957. Ridership has now risen three 
consecutive years (2004-2006).  Public transit use is up 30% since 
1995. That growth rate is more than double the rate of the nation©s 
population growth (12%) and higher than the growth rate for the 
vehicle miles traveled on our roads (24%) during that same 
period.  Transit trips outnumber domestic airline trips by 15 to one. 

The ridership increase on public 
transit in general, and Pace Bus in 

particular, demonstrates the public©s 
confidence in the transit system©s 

ability to save time, money and the 
environment.  

The rise in transit usage in 2006 came as gasoline prices increased to record numbers following Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005 and stayed high for much of 2006.  “Public transit ridership helps reduce America’s 
dependence on foreign oil and decreases our contribution to global warming; but ultimately, this milestone 
represents 10 billion reasons to increase local and federal investment in public transportation,”  stated 
William W. Millar, president of APTA.  Millar also said that "a number of other factors, such as increased 
road congestion and improved transit service, were also likely in play." 

With different planning methods, extensive market research and with various technological advances that 
allow for efficient service and shorter trip times, such as Transit Signal Priority, Pace continues to see 
ridership increases and solidify its status to be the viable, reliable alternative to high fuel costs, traffic 
congestion, pollution and oil dependence. 

Pace Factoid 
Governor  Blagojevich's budget proposes a $54 million subsidy for  ADA paratransit service, yet the 

service in nor theastern I llinois needs $81 million in public subsidy. 
"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services 
Pace provides and the progress it makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in 
landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your 
request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  
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