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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Legislation promotes use of public transit on tollways 
In the near future, the Illinois Senate will begin debate on House Bill 4746, which eliminates tolls for Pace vehicles that travel on the 
Illinois State Toll Highway Authority system. The bill passed the House unanimously, 112-0-0, last week.  While the Regional 
Transportation Authority Act allows Pace to use the tollways without charge, the Toll Highway Act does not.  This legislation makes the 
two acts consistent. 

Pace express bus routes on tollways would no 
longer be burdened by the cost of tolls if HB 

In 2005, Pace paid approximately $240,000 in tolls.  Many believe it makes no sense for 
Pace, a government agency, to pay money to the Toll Highway Authority, another 
government agency.   

The legislation also promotes the concept that use of bus transportation on the tollways 
reduces traffic congestion, because if 40 people are on a bus, 40 fewer cars are clogging 
traffic for other vehicles. 

The riders on these bus routes and vanpools are primarily commuting to work, so the bill 
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longer be burdened by the cost of tolls if HB 
4746 becomes state law. 

improves access to jobs and strengthens the economy in northeastern Illinois.  

Pace is the only public entity who regularly utilizes the tollway system with vehicles that are in service to the public.  Pace operates 16 
fixed bus routes on the tollway system, and those routes make 210 trips per day.  In addition, 275 Pace vanpools use the tollways each 
day.  In all, a Pace vehicle goes through a tollbooth over 700 times every day.  

Pace has been paying tolls for the use of the tollway since 1984, when Pace was created. However, the cost of tolls became a bigger 
problem at the beginning of 2005, when the Toll Highway Authority altered its rates and lumped Pace buses in with heavyweight 
vehicles, causing Pace's costs to rise 59% in one year.  For more information on this legislation, please contact Rocky Donahue. 

High-speed rail advocates gather  to promote transit 
On Saturday, February 25th, legislators, transit professionals and other interested parties gathered in Chicago for the annual meeting of 
the Midwest High Speed Rail Association.   Organizers, led by Rick Harnish, Executive Director of MHSRA, pushed for the State of 
Illinois to start planning for an intercity network of high-speed trains which would connect local public transit systems, intercity bus and 
airports.  The event featured several guest speakers, including state Representative Julie Hamos of Evanston, Representative Elaine 
Nekritz of Northbrook and Mayor Larry Morrisey of Rockford.  
Rep. Nekritz talked about her extensive use of a bicycle as a means of travel, and how people 
often comment on what a good idea that is, yet don’t try it themselves.  "We need to change 
the mindset of people who see the automobile as their only choice of access. We need to 
educate people about the different choices they can make," she added.  

David Tomzik, Supervisor of Scheduling and Long Range Planning for Pace, attended the 
meeting in support of the organization's goals.  Pace services benefit from improved rail transit 
because a successful transit system depends on a seamless statewide transportation network 
and reduced dependence on the automobile.  "Making effective linkages between existing bus 
and rail routes creates more opportunities to use either system, building ridership on both and 
maximizing the investment we've already made in public transportation," Tomzik said. 

Pace bus routes currently connect with Amtrak service at stations in Glenview, LaGrange, 
Naperville, Joliet, Homewood and Summit. 

Rep. Julie Hamos, David Tomzik of 
Pace and Rep. Elaine Nekritz attended 
the MHSRA conference in Chicago. 

The MHSRA's short-term goal is to tap additional funding to improve current frequencies on existing Amtrak routes. To that end, two 
bills--House Bill 4978 and Senate Bill 2848--have been introduced in the General Assembly. This legislation would increase Amtrak's 
state funding from $12.1 million to $30 million to provide for a significant increase in the number of trains operating between Chicago 
and St. Louis, Carbondale and Quincy.  Over the longer term, the organization will focus on supporting a capital rail investment program 
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for the state. 

 Pace Factoid:  
Near ly 9% more people rode Pace to the Chicago Auto Show in 2006 than in the previous year.   

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  

�  2006 Pace Suburban Bus 

Page 3


