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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Pace applies for  federal grants to expand, improve service 
In its commitment to improve services despite a limited operations budget, provide an assortment of transit options, improve air quality 
and reduce traffic congestion, Pace has applied for Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality improvement (CMAQ) funding for a variety 
of enhancements to its service throughout the six-county region. 

CMAQ is a federal program that allows for transit agencies to apply for funding for 
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Recently revamped Route 529 would be 
additionally enhanced through a CMAQ 

grant requested by Pace. 

CMAQ is a federal program that allows for transit agencies to apply for funding for 
projects that decrease congestion and improve air quality in designated regions.  Pace has 
applied to the Chicago Area Transportation Study, who administers CMAQ grants, for a 
number of projects, including route enhancement and expansion, vehicles for 
community-based service and outreach tailored to the Hispanic community. 

In Kane County, Pace has proposed the enhancement of both the length of the route and 
the pedestrian infrastructure of Route 529 Randall Road.  While Pace extended the route 
from Aurora to St. Charles several months ago, recommendations from external 
stakeholders showed a need for the route to extend further north to Elgin.  In addition, 
the grant request calls for new bus shelters and sidewalks to be built to allow for easier 
pedestrian access to this route. These changes create better access to medical facilities, 
houses of worship, shopping, employment opportunities as well as government centers.  
The expansion will also allow for residents of northern Kendall County to have a transit 
option for traveling to northern Kane county and the rest of the Pace system.  

In DuPage County, there is a proposal for a new route that would connect Downers Grove, Lombard and Addison with Woodfield 
Mall.  Another request would provide additional funding for the soon-to-begin College of DuPage Connector so quality service can be 
continued to COD, in addition to Edwards Hospital, College Avenue (Wheaton) Metra Station and Naperville Metra Station. 

To promote its services to the growing Latino population, Pace seeks to use CMAQ 
funding to develop a marketing plan to reach this audience and determine the best 
method for informing Spanish-speaking individuals about Pace's ability to connect them 
with entertainment, educational and employment opportunities throughout the six-county 
area. 

Another request calls for Pace to purchase 20 high-performance vans to be used in 
Pace's community transit network.  This request resulted from an increased interest in 
community-based service from dozens of units of local government who wish to 
augment the transportation options in their communities.  Pace is also looking to expand 
its fleet of vanpool vehicles by 100 with a mix of maxivans, minivans and conversion 
vans. 

A CMAQ request would fund a route 
from DuPage County to Woodfield and 
the Northwest Transportation Center, 

above. 
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The Honda Civic is one of the vehicles 
proposed for the suburban I-GO fleet. 

Pace is also seeking funding for a pilot program to add the innovative I-GO Car Sharing 
program to its family of services. In conjunction with the Center for Neighborhood 
Technology, Pace will assist in establishing the car sharing program for the first time in a 
suburban community.  The program would provide a combination of suburb-to-suburb 
carpooling and car share services.  Consistent with its policies of technological 
advancement and environmental friendliness, Pace has proposed to purchase hybrid 
vehicles for this program.

Pace continues to pursue improvements to transit in northeastern Illinois, and these 
CMAQ grants would create enhancements to its services in all portions of the six-county 
region.  For more information or to support one or more of these requests, please contact 
Dave Tomzik. 

Check out the new cars while avoiding traffic 
While Pace's comfortable and stylish buses are not on display at this year's Chicago Auto Show, they can help you reach the event at 
McCormick Place.  The Pace Chicago Auto Show Express provides direct hourly service from the Northwest Transportation Center 
(NWTC) in Schaumburg to McCormick Place for the Auto Show this weekend, February 18-19.  Enjoy affordable, frequent service and 
avoid the hassle of driving and the inconvenience of parking.

Tickets can be purchased in advance at Pace Headquarters or on the bus. The cost is $7.50 (exact fare is required if tickets purchased on 
the bus).  Six or more tickets are only $5 each!  Kids under 7 are free with each adult fare (limit 2 per adult).

Buses depart from Schaumburg every hour on the half hour from 8:30 am until 6:30 pm this Saturday and Sunday, and return from 
McCormick Place every hour on the hour from 12:00 noon until 10:00 pm. 

 Pace Factoid:  
Pace provides over  70,000 annual tr ips to the Route 59 Metra Station in Naperville. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  

�  2006 Pace Suburban Bus 

Page 3


