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Paceisthe suburban public transt agency for Chlcagoland S six-county metropolitan
region. Asthe 6th largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools
and paratrangt servicesin nearly 250 municipalities consisting of 5.2 million resdents. Visit
the Route Finder for bus route information.

Transit agencies partner to advocate for funding increase

Last Thursday, February 8, the public transit agencies in northeastern Illinois endorsed, with historically significant

cooperation, the Moving Beyond Congestion plan, which calls for $10 billion in new capital funding over five
years, and $400 million annually in new operating funding.

After the Regional Transportation Authority Board meeting, at which the

13-member board unanimously adopted the plan, Pace Executive Director
T.J. Ross and the heads of CTA, Metraand RTA all announced their
support of the plan and the transportation needs that this funding will help
to meet. [

The capital investment aims to maintain, enhance and expand the region’s B3
transit system. The RTA®plan proposes to better serve the mobility needs =2
of the region’s growing population and to combat increasing traffic
congestion.

An increasein opé}ating funding
allows Pace to expand its community-
based service throughout the six-

session county region.

Rather than specifying a particular funding source, the plan offers a menu
of funding options for reaction and consideration in the current legidative

With additional funding, Pace seeks to solve a current-year $23 million deficit for the suburban bus operation, and
a$100 million ADA paratransit operations need. Any operations funding in addition to those amounts would go
towards expanding service to suburban areas that currently lack transit service, and making service more frequent
in areas that have it. New capital funding would go towards modernizing Pace® bus fleet, purchasing additional
vehicles for expansion of community-based service, and creating infrastructure improvements such as transit signal
priority and rea-time passenger information at transit centers. Customers (and potential Pace riders) could look
forward to an end to ADA service boundary issues, better information about when buses are arriving and
departing, and shorter commute times on arterial streets.
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f the suburbs are asked to contribute more, we need to make sure
ditional trangit service stays in the suburbs,” said Ross. "Because the
erwhelming majority of new people and new jobs are in the suburbs,

e suburbs should be the focus of service expansions and enhancements.”

/ .-l'méThefinaI Moving Beyond Congestion report comes at atime when the

IR T S Chicago area faces the second-worst traffic congestion in the country,
An infusion of capital funding from ' cogfing nearly $5 billion annually in lost time and wasted gas. (The full
the State could help Pace construct  renort js available on the MBC Web site)) The five-year strategic plan

federally authorized BusRapid  rejeased last week follows the November release of MBC's 30-year
Transitprojects. BRTsoften use  yigion for investing in public transit in northeastern Illinois, which was

dedicated right-of-ways, similar to the amended based on comments received at a series of public hearings.
onein thisartiss@rendering.

Thefive-year plan includes many expansion projects that are in the planning and design phases, but most of the

money is needed to maintain and enhance existing service. “ This plan could be the start of what all residents of

northeastern 1llinois need and deserve—-a comprehensive public transportation system,” said Pace Chairman

Richard Kwasneski. “It will allow Pace to provide more innovative services to the suburbs.”

Pace and the other service boards have not received any state capital funding since lllinois FIRST expired in 2004,

which significantly jeopardizes the infusion of federal funding that northeastern Illinois is dated to receive from
SAFETEA-LU.

RTA Chairman Jim Rellly commended the CTA, Metra and Pace for their extraordinary cooperation and
coordination during the MBC strategic planning process. That process garnered extensive input from local and
county governments and organizations from across the region representing all facets of the metropolitan area.

“Y ou can’t only keep building roads to counter increasing traffic congestion. To get people out of the cars and
onto transit, you have to keep trangit attractive in terms of travel time, convenience and price,” RTA Executive
Director Steve Schlickman said. “Thisfive-year plan gets the existing system in good condition so we can move
ahead with new service and stay ahead of congestion growth.”

Historic symbol of equality on exhibit at DuSable M useum

An exhibit about one woman®act which became a symbol for equality, justice and decency has made its debut at
the famed DuSable Museum of African American History in Chicago. The exhibit, entitled "381 Days. The
Montgomery Bus Boycott Story," tells the story of Rosa Parks@&ingular act of defiance in 1955, which spurred a
public transit boycott that lasted more than ayear. The exhibit came to Chicago on February 3rd and runs until
May 20th.

The traveling exhibition is on loan from the Smithsonian Institution and the Troy University Rosa Parks Library
and Museum. Its Chicago host, the DuSable Museum, is the largest African American museum in the United
States and is the fifth stop on the exhibit®tour. The tour continues to numerous galleries and museums throughout
the country until the end of 2008.
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In the exhibit, Rosa Parksis lauded for the perseverance, courage and
selflessness it took to disobey the laws of discrimination, which at the
time, required her to give up her bus seat to awhite person when asked.
Due to the racial climate of the 1950s, she faced the threat of great
physical harm or even death for not complying. Her act of civil
disobedience served as the "profound turning point in the civil rights
movement,” stated Anna Cohn, director of the Smithsonian Institution
Traveling Exhibition Service (SITES). “We are extremely proud to share
this American story of 50,000 courageous people who forced a
segregated bus system to open its doors to equality.”

At an event commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Montgomery Bus
Boycott in December 2005, Lorraine Snorden, Pace® D epartment
Manager of Planning Services, summed up her feelings about the
observance: "Some of you are probably wondering, what' s the big dedl
about this boycott 50 years ago? And, what does this have to do with
Rosa Louise Parks, civil rights activist Pace, a public bus company? Well, the public busisamajor symbol of
and pioneer. the civil rights movement in this country."

It takes about an hour to view the the DuSable Museum®@whole exhibit. The museum usually allows about 20
people at atime to walk through the maze of photos, artwork and media clippings. The exhibit contains
photographs, quotes and historical text in a multidimensional collage to convey the dynamism of the civil rights
movement. Visitors immerse themselves in the language, imagery and emotional response to the nation’s growing
awareness that its founding tenet “ all men are created equa” could possibly apply to the entire population.

Asthe nation celebrates Black History Month, Pace staff appreciates the privilege of serving the diverse
population of northeastern Illinois with its diverse family of services. The agency applauds this historic exhibit and
encourages interested parties to attend and learn more about one of the civil rights movement® central figures.

Pace Factoid

Pace had two Bus Rapid Transit projects authorized in SAFETEA-L U, the 2005 federal transportation
bill.
"Movinginto the Future" isaweekly newd etter provided by Pace Suburban Busto update interested parties on the services Pace

provides and the progress it makesto constantly improve. Forward to others asyou wish. Please submit feedback or remove yoursel f
fromthe mailinglist by calling 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affai rs@pacebus.com.
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