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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th 
largest bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Pace vanpool program expands to record numbers 

For the past 15 years, Pace Suburban Bus has given residents of northeastern Illinois an alternative means of getting to and from work 
through its Vanpool Incentive Program (VIP).  Since its inception in 1991, the program has grown tremendously and has benefited 
thousands of commuters with both financial savings and convenience in their commutes.  While the VIP program has gained popularity 
each and every year, the growth in 2005 exceeded expectations and set records for most new vanpool groups (150) and total number of 
vans on the road (600).  Pace's program is the second-largest in the nation; King County, Washington is the nation's leader with 700 
vans.  
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Pace VIP vans have allowed groups to save 
on travel costs and get to work in comfort. 

Pace Executive Director T. J. Ross is excited about the positive impact that the vanpool 
program has had.  “We ended the year with 600 vans in service.  It was only eight 
months ago when we inaugurated our 500th vanpool. Clearly, this growth is validation 
that vanpooling is a viable and necessary alternative to driving a car for thousands of 
people who commute to work in the Chicago region.”    

Pace’s "traditional" vanpool program consists of a group of five to 15 people who 
commute to work in a van that is owned and maintained by Pace, but driven by a 
vanpool participant. However, there are other forms of vanpooling, such as the Employer 
Shuttle service, which is a way for employers to transport employees between the the 
work site and Metra or CTA stations, and the Advantage Program, which provides 
service to the disabled community as they travel to workshops, rehabilitation centers and 
special education districts. 

The traditional VIP vans make up the largest share of new vanpools, and the Advantage Program produced the next-largest number of 
vans. Van trips cover the entire six-county area, traveling between far-flung communities like Crete and Warrenville or Elburn and Des 
Plaines.  Recently, Pace introduced Vanpool Finder where potential riders can search for existing vanpools by entering, on a secure site, 
their home and work address, intersection or city. The feature also helps job hunters who want to know if there is any transportation 
available to potential workplaces.  Interested parties who can’t find a vanpool match can, of course, start their own vanpools. 

The wide variety of neighborhood designs in northeastern Illinois makes it necessary for Pace to offer a range of flexible transportation 
options--buses, vanpools, paratransit and even taxicabs.  The agency's vanpool program gives commuters one more viable option for 
getting around the region in an affordable and environmentally-friendly way.  For information on starting your own vanpool, please 
contact vip.rep@pacebus.com 

Pace's special event shuttle service is an asset to suburbanites 

While the Chicago Bears' season ended in disappointing fashion this past weekend, there was some positive news--ridership on Pace's 
Bears Shuttle finished the season with record numbers.  A total of 10,498 Bear fans took Pace to Soldier Field this season, an increase of 
61% over the 2004 season, and 658 people rode Pace to the playoff game against the Carolina Panthers. 

Special event buses originate in many convenient locations, including Schaumburg, Lombard, Rosemont, Elk Grove Village and 
Elmhurst. 
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Bears games aren't the only event to which Pace provides convenient bus service.  Cubs fans 
can avoid the parking nightmare around Wrigley Field by taking the Cubs Roundtripper.   In 
addition to sporting events, riders can avoid high parking costs at the much anticipated 2006 
Chicago Auto Show, the Chicago Flower and Garden Show and Great America's Six Flags 
by taking Pace special event services to those destinations as well. 

By taking a Pace bus to these and other venues, people are able to save time and money and 
reduce stress.  "Each year, more and more passengers are learning about the ease and 
convenience of this low-cost alternative to driving and parking costs. The special services are 
great ways for non-traditional customers to sample Pace’s service while taking advantage of a 
terrific bargain," said Pace Marketing and Promotions Supervisor Jan Kijowski. Passengers board a Cubs Roundtripper 

at Yorktown for a convenient ride to the 
game. 

The special event service will also be making improvements for 2006.  In response to many customer requests, Pace will serve every 
Cubs home game in June, July, and August, in addition to all weekend day and weeknight games in April, May, September and 
October.  To avoid traffic and parking hassles for upcoming events, check current special event bus information on Pace's website.    

Pace Coordinates Schedules With Metra L ines
 

Schedule adjustments are planned for several Pace commuter feeder routes over the next two weeks, so they coordinate with changes 
being made on Metra rail lines.  Most of the Pace adjustments are minor. Passengers may watch for more information on rider notices 
posted on the buses or check our website for the most current updates.  

 Pace Factoid:  
Pace bus routes serve 25 CTA stations and 122 Metra stations. 

"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it 
makes to constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, please print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from 
the mail ing l ist by call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com.  

�  2005 Pace Suburban Bus 
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