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Pace is the suburban public transit agency for Chicagoland’s six-county metropolitan region.  As the 13th largest 
bus agency in the U.S., Pace operates fixed bus routes, vanpools and paratransit services in nearly 250 
municipalities consisting of 5.2 million residents.  Visit the Route Finder for bus route information. 

Pace r ings in the new year  with exciting plans for  the future 

Building on a successful year 2005, which saw ridership increase nearly 8% over last year, Pace looks to 2006 as both a challenging and 
promising year.  Each of Pace's various departments is taking on a major task that will contribute to a significant enhancement of Pace's transit 
service in the six-county region.  New federally funded signal priority projects, as well as the regionalization of ADA paratransit service, are 
examples of the improvements taking place at Pace in the coming year. 
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Signal priority for buses reduces travel times 
for bus passengers and lowers costs. 

Readers of Moving into the Future already know that transit signal priority technology 
reduces travel times for bus passengers by allowing a bus to shorten red lights and extend 
green lights.  This increase in the overall average speed of buses also helps Pace reduce its 
operating costs, a factor that is crucial in a year in which Pace has a budget deficit.  The 
process of designing these projects has begun and Pace hopes to begin implementation within 
the year. 

Another major undertaking for Pace in 2006 is the coordination of paratransit service for 
persons with disabilities throughout the entire six-county region.  In December, all three 
entities involved in the transition of ADA service--RTA, CTA and Pace--approved the 
jointly-developed ADA Paratransit Transition Plan and submitted it to the Federal Transit 
Administration, who ensures that the new operation meets federal guidelines. 

The South Cook County--Will County Initiative has been underway for several months, but in 2006 this effort will expand.  The Regional 
Coordinating Committee, comprised of interested parties throughout southern Cook and Will Counties, recently met for the first time.  Data 
collection has also begun, including travel behavior surveys, bus driver interviews and meetings with municipal officials.  
Funding, as has been the case for several years, is yet another of Pace's major challenges in 
2006.  For the coming year, Pace is using $28 million in federal funding--normally used for 
capital expenses--to fund operations.  Without this federal funding, Pace would have been in 
the unenviable position of having to raise fares, cut bus service, or both. 

According to Pace officials, the use of federal money in this fashion is still undesirable 
because Pace must now forgo planned capital improvements, such as a modernized farebox 
system and new buses and vans.  Despite this financial challenge, Pace aims to prove that it 
can still operate successfully on limited resources and that greater operating funding for 
suburban bus service is warranted. 

This year may also see the development of various Bus Rapid Transit concepts.  Pace plans to 
demonstrate concepts such as transit signal priority and express bus service as part of an 
overall upgrade of bus service on major roadways.  Because BRT does not yet exist in the 
six-county region, these demonstrations will serve as examples of how beneficial the federally 
funded BRT projects will be to northeastern Illinois commuters once fully developed. 

Pace becomes the sole operator of ADA 
paratransit service in the six-county region on 

July 1, 2006. 

While the coming year is a challenging one for Pace, Executive Director T.J. Ross is confident that his experienced management team can 
take advantage of the exciting opportunities ahead and make 2006 a year of tremendous service improvements for public transit passengers in 
northeastern Illinois.  
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Students take advantage of public transit for  convenient travel 

As students brace themselves for second semester this month, Pace has already done its homework by reaching out to students and parents at 
area schools and showing them how the agency's buses can get them to class on time and at a price that earns Pace an A+.  Pace’s Student 
Haul Pass is a true bargain for high school students and their families.  The pass costs only $25 per month and can be used for unlimited Pace 
rides.  College students, in turn, can take advantage of the Pace Campus Connection pass, which costs $150 per semester (January--May), or 
the CTA's U-Pass. 
A number of area high schools have recently held recruitment events, and Pace staff has 
participated to help the families of incoming freshmen with planning their trip to school using 
Pace. "A lot of the families are impressed at how easily our services can get them to school on 
time and, in many cases, without needing to transfer buses," Patrick Wilmot, a community 
representative, said.   

Pace's participation involves the distribution of transit maps, schedules and information on the 
Student Haul Pass.  Whenever possible, Pace staff helps students and families navigate their 
route to school from home. 

Pace also sent flyers, which advertise local bus service, to many other schools throughout the 
six-county area.  In all, nearly one hundred high schools, middle schools and colleges are 
served by Pace fixed bus routes. 

Many students are finding Pace an affordable 
and convenient transportation option. 

School administrators have expressed their pleasure at having public transit options because they make their schools more attractive to 
prospective students.  Wilmot added: "As an alumnus of Loyola Academy, one of these schools I visited, it’s not only great to have the chance 
to go back and visit each year, but I’m also promoting the same buses I rode when I was a kid." 

The Pace Student Haul Pass, for high 
schoolers, and Campus Connection pass, for 
college students, provide unlimited bus rides.  

Notre Dame High School in Niles, like many private schools, does not provide "yellow" 
(traditional) school bus service, so many students rely on Pace for a safe trip to and from 
school.  At Notre Dame's December open house, approximately 30 families stopped by the 
Pace table and requested specific information about bus routes serving the school.  Pace 
routes serving Notre Dame High School include Route 270 Milwaukee Avenue, Route 250 
Dempster, Route 423 Linden-Glen-Harlem and the Niles local buses. The CTA Blue, Purple 
and Yellow lines transfer to these routes, and the convenient schedules assure parents that 
their student will arrive at school on time. Community Representative Susan Rushing, who 
attended the Notre Dame event, said, "there was one prospective student who lived 30 miles 
from school!  Needless to say, this student’s mother was greatly relieved when we developed 
an easy transportation solution to and from school using a combination of Pace and CTA." 
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For students who bicycle to school, Pace buses are equipped with bike racks.  Those looking for an excuse for missing homework are out of 
luck, however, as personal belongings left behind on the bus can be retrieved by Pace's lost and found program at each garage.  High school 
administrators who are hosting recruitment or orientation fairs should contact Bryce Word to have Pace participate in the event. 
"Moving into the Future" is a weekly newsletter provided by Pace Suburban Bus to update interested parties on the services Pace provides and the progress it makes to 
constantly improve.  Forward to others as you wish.  For best results, print in landscape format.  Please submit feedback or remove yourself from the mail ing l ist by 
call ing 847-228-2421 or e-mail your request to govt.affairs@pacebus.com. 

�  2006 Pace Suburban Bus 
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